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■  Perfon  in  whofe  Behalf 


following  Pages  are 


wrote,  is  fenfible  how  dif¬ 
ficult,  how  irkfome,  a  Talk  it  is, 
for  any  one  to  fpeak  of  himfelf.  Yet 
there  are  Occafions,  when  the  moft 
moderate  Man,  after  being  cruelly 
attacked,  injured,  and  calumniated, 
may  urge  his  own  Innocence,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  Violation  of  Modefty. 
Any  Apology,  in  this  Place,  is  con¬ 
ceived  the  lcis  necefiary  j  as  he  hopes 
the  following  Fads  will  fufficiently 
plead  his  Excufe,  and  juftify  this 
Addrefs  to  the  Public.  To  this 
Tribunal  he  would  very  long  fince 


have 


yi  T'o  the  READER. 

have  brought  his  Caufe  j  but  chofe 
to  feek  Relief  in  the  ufual  Forms, 
and  patiently  to  wait  for  the  Deci- 
fion  of  that  Power,  upon  whom  Re- 
drefs  immediately  depended.  He 
never  meant,  he  never  wifhed,  for 
more,  than  to  procure  a  clofe  and 
ftrift  *  Examination  of  his  Conduct, 
in  a  fairer  Manner,  than  that,  under 
which  he  now'  ftands  condemned. 
Such,  for  Years,  he  has  been  endea- 
vouring  to  obtain,  by  every  decent, 
every  earneft  Solicitation :  But  the 
Door  has  been  conftantly  kept  (hut, 
and  he  finds  himfelf  at  length  com¬ 
pelled  to  reprefent  his  Cafe  to  the 
World,  to  whom  he  appeals  as  to 
his  laft  beft  Judge,  ahvays  impartial, 
always  candid.  He  craves  the 

Reader’s  Patience  to  go  through  the 

Detail 

•*  There  are  many  Examples,  in  fimilar  Cafes. 
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Detail  of  Fads,  which  make  up  a 
large  Sum  of  Oppreffion  and  In- 
juft  ice.  The  Account,  indeed,  is 
long  ;  becaufe  it  is  circumftantial : 
And  it  is  neceflarily  fo,  in  order  to 
furnifh  every  Means  of  pointing  out 

the  Truth,  and  to  obviate  any  falfe 
and  malevolent  Reprefentations, 


A  View  of  the  ZJ7?Zand  WARWICK, w hen  they 


ip  wit  li  til  e  GL  OR  TO  SO. 


^  o/i  ojr  t/s  Glonolo,  L ark ,  7t?it)  Warwick ,  at  *^7 Ares 

o  ittraC  ///  t/e  t/u  Montague, irntnec/uite/y  et^hr 

t/ie.  Warwick's  firi-yi  a, ^‘e*n,.ca>ru  to  acyaae/it  Capt-  Crookihanks 
Writer  of  Capt:Enkine,//W  t/u  Warwick  /7fiZtGicA.Zdu) 
to  Gdtrey  A/d  i-m-m^Statf  O/dtaOtnc^y. 
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Lark 


Tint  \.ark,atVff'C/oet,  at  MyAt  ,iety  a-lreaste/tAe  Glonofo.W 
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-oarr/.at  tAe  same  time  t/ie  Lark  nemy  mere finy  at  eatStrt/uor. 


tZ/e  etund  of  t/ie  Tnetnv.st/eto/ict a-Ztcad to  Q.tZien 


T/it  Lar \,to pain  t/c  romd of  t/te  JZnefnv.st/'etc/id adtead  to  C ;tZien  — 
Ta-cA.ct.ic  stood  after  t/e  Twenty.  2Votc:tZie  Lark,  soon  after  taeZmp  at  C, 
so7Z>  die  Twenty  from-  D  to  B :  find  nofivit/istandinp  s/e  reunited  a  wav, and 
S  teerd  direet/y  after  tZie  Ener/iy  te//  t/ie  wind  was  onsftoi/don  tZie 


Star/ oar d  Quarter,  d  was  Za/f  an  /our,  or  more, 
&  Warwick  rate  to  entyaaeiic  it  id  /n yirof t/iat  Me  H 
t/e  TSastward  orJVert/iward  of  die  Twenty;  Zonsey 
/aoe  Zest  meu/y  ground  in  working,  or  6y  /ad  s. 
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Capt.  Crookshanks, 


Late  Commander  of  His  Majesty’s  Ship 
The  L  A  R  K, 

Relating  to  his  Attempt  to  take  the  Glorioso,  a 
Spanish  Ship  of  War,  in  1747. 


(^"^APTAIN  Crookjhanks  was  Commander  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ship  the  Lark ,  of  40  Guns,  and#250 
Men,  when  he  received  at  Spithead  the  follow¬ 
ing  Orders  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

“  By  {he  Commiflioners  for  executing  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great- Britain 
and  Ireland ,  &c. 

JJf  HE  RE  AS,  we  have  received  a  Petition  from,  the 
Merchants  trading  to  Newfoundland ,  requeuing 
that  a  Convoy  may  be  ordered  to  carry  their  Trade  thi¬ 
ther  ;  and  whereas  feveral  Merchant  Ships,  bound  to  o- 
t'ner  Parts  of  North- America,  may  be  now  at  Spithead 
waiting  for  Convoy ;  and  whereas  the  Ship  Beauf  ort,  laden 
with  Forces,  and  Baggage,  for  Louijhurgh ,  lies  now  in  the 
Downs,  and  will  fail  from  thence  the  firft  fair  Wind  for 

B  Spithead: 
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Splthead :  You  are  hereby  required  and  dire&ed  to  take 
his  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Warwick  under  your  Command, 
Whose  Captain  is  directed  to  follow  your 
Orders,  and  making  all  poflible  Difpatch  in  getting 
ready  for  the  Sea;  and  then  making  Enquiry  for,  and  tak¬ 
ing  under  your  Convoy,  all  Merchant  Ships  and  VefTels 
bound  for  Newfoundland ,  or  any  Part  of  North- America, 
that  are  ready  and  defirous  to  accompany  you ;  you  are 
to  proceed  out  to  St.  Helens ;  and,  fo  foon  as  the  Ship 
Beaufort  joins  you  from  the  Downs ,  you  are  to  repair, 
without  Lofs  of  Time,  to  Plymouth,  where  you  are  to 
colled  together  what  Trade  are  bound  to  North- America, 
or  Newfoundland,  and  proceed  with  them  under  your  Con¬ 
voy  to  Newfoundland. 

You  are  to  fend  Word  to  the  Mayors,  or 
Poole,  chief  Magiflrates  of  the  Ports  named  in  the 

Weymouth,  Margin,  to  let  them  know  the  Orders  you 
Bridport,  are  under  ;  that  you  fhall  call  off  their  ref- 
Lyme ,  pe&ive  Ports  for  the  Trade  from  thence; 

Topfham,  by  what  Time  you  {hall  probably  appear  in 
Dartmouth.  Sight,  and  what  Signals  you  fhall  make ; 

and  you  are  accordingly  to  call  off  thofe 
Ports  in  your  W av  to  Plymouth,  to  make  the  appointed 
Signals,  and  flay  a  reafonable  Time  for  the  Trade  to 
come  out  to  you,  and  then  take  them  under  your  Care 

and  Protedion. 

When  you  arrive  at  Newfoundland,  you  are  to  inform  your- 
felf  what  Force  the  Enemy  have  in  thofe  Paits,  and  what 
Danger  the  Fifhing  Ships,  or  the  Ifland  itlelf,  may  be  in 
from  the  Enemy  ;  and  whether  any  of  his  Majefly  s  ohips 
are  guarding  the  fame:  And,  if  you  find  all  quiet,  you 
are  to  proceed  on  to  Louifburgh.  But,  if  there  be  no  Ship 
employed' for  the  Prote&ion  of  the  Fifhery  at  Newfound¬ 
land,  you  are  then  to  remain,  with  his  Majefly’s  Ships 
under  your  Command  on  that  Service  ;  obferving  the  in- 
, Bo  fed  Bf  ructions  for  your  Guidance  therein  ;  and  fend  the 

Warwick, 
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Warwick,  with  all  poffible  Difpatch  on  to  Louijburgh , 
with  Diredions  to  her  Commander  to  put  himfelf  under 
the  Command  of  Charles  Knowles,  Efq;  Governor  of  that 
Place,  and  follow  his  Orders  for  his  farther  Proceedings. 

Given  under  our  Hands  the  5th  of  June,  1747. 

Signed, 

GEORGE  ANSON, 
GEORGE  GRENVILLE, 

D  UNCANNON. 

To  Captain  Crooklhanks,  Commander  of  bis  Majejifs  Ship 
the  Lark  at  Spithead. 

By  Command  of  their  Lordlhips, 

THOMAS  CORBETT.” 

In  confluence  of  thefe  Orders,  Captain  Crookjhanks 
lent  the  following  Order  and  Signals  to  Captain  Erjkine. 

By  Captain  John  Crookjhanks ,  Commander  of 
his  Majefty’s  Ship  Lark  ■, 

IN  purfuance  of  Orders  from  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  Coramiffioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  ’ 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great-Britain ,  Sic.  dated  5th 
of  June,  1747;  You  are  hereby  required  and  dire  fled  to  fol¬ 
low  all  fuch  Orders  as  you  Jhall  from  Time  to  Time  receive 
from  me  for  his  Majejifs  Service ;  and  you  are  to  keep  his 
Majefty’s  Ship  Warwick  under  your  Command,  in  con- 
ftant  Readinefs,  in  all  Refpeds,  to  fail  in  Company  with 
me.  Given  under  my  Hand  on  Board  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Lark  at  Spithead  this  1  ith  offline,  1747. 

Signed, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS. 

7o  Captain  Erlkine,  Commander  of  his  Majejifs  Ship  War¬ 
wick,  Spithead.” 


t  4  1 

SIGNALS: 

cc  if  1  Would  [peak  with  the  Captain  of  the  Warwick  I 
will  hoift  li  Pendant  at  the  Main  Top  Maft,  and  with  a 
Lieutenant,  a  Weft  of  theEnfign.  If  with  a  Boat  wit 
out  an  Officer,  the  Weft  half  Staff  up. 

To  cbace ,  I  will  hoift, 

SMp  onamfof  the  f  To  N  W. . .  **%#J**^  1 1 1 
Quarters, you  are  j  M.h.  .^ar  >  i  c 

^  '  lc-  c  w  a  Dutch  ditto,  f  *±  t> 

r“s!  ss:r:.anWi,to,J<| 

I  repeat  it.  L  ,  .  , 

For  all  other  Signals  I  refer  you  to  the  general  printed 

failing  and  fighting  InfiruSiions. 

Dated  on  Board  the  Lark  at  Spitbead,  this  1 2th 

Day  of  June,  i747-  To  fPeak  with  the  CaP' 

tain  of  the  Montagu  Bilander ,  a  blue  Pendant 
at  the  Mizen  Top  Maft  Head. 

J.  CROOKSHANKS. 

^  ’  * 

To  Captain  VitantfCmmandtr  of  his  Majefiy's  Ship  War- 
1  wick,  Spithead.” 

Captain  Crcokjhanks  alfo  gave  Signals  and  Inftrua.ons 
to  fuch  Merchant  Ships  as  were  then  at  waiting 

for  Convoy,  for  their  Guidance,  and  better  keeping  him 

CTT££  jotd  Captain  Crookjhanks,  who  failed 
down  the  Channel,  on  the  1 5th  of  June,  and  anchored  t  re 
,7th  in  Plymouth  Sound,  where  he  made  up  his  Convoy, 
and  failed  from  thence  the  20th  in  Company  with  the 
Warwick,  Beaufort  Tranfport,  and  the  MnUagu  Packet. 
This  Packet  was  in  the  Service  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance, 
and  was  commanded  by  Mr.  Connelly,  who  took  Orders 
and  lnftruaions  to  repeat  what  Signals  he  could I ;  and  ho 
was  very  aitive  and  ufeful.for  Ws  Ve'flel,  tho  fmall,  was 


ll  Mil  ^ihl)  MlTITlilll’ir 
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an  excellent  Sailer,  and  expertly  managed.  The  other 
Part  of  the  Convoy,  confided  of  24  Merchant  Ships, 
bound  to  Newfoundland ,  and  different  Parts  of  America , 
who  kept  Company  with  the  Men  of  War  as  long  as  their 
Mafters  pleafed,  or  as  their  different  Routes  lay  tolerably 
Well  together. 

It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Lark  was  one  of  the 
word  conftrudted,  bad  failing  Ships, ^that  perhaps  was  ever 
called  a  Man  of  War,  in  this  or  any  other  Country: 
But  fhe  was  rather  well  manned ;  and  would  have  paffed, 
in  other  Refpe&s,  for  a  Ship  well  appointed.  The  War¬ 
wick  was  a  fmall  60  Gun  Ship,  of  the  old  Edablifhment, 
much  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  new,  as  to  her  natural  De¬ 
fence  :  She  had  400  Men ;  but  Captain  Erjkine  has  been 
heard  to  complain  of  the  Badnel’s  of  his  Ship’s  Company; 
however,  he  certainly  had  this  Advantage,  that,  in  Addi¬ 
tion  to  the  ufual  Number  of  three  Lieutenants,  there  were 
three  others  on  Board  his  Ship  as  Paffengers,  who  were 
going  warmly  recommended  to  Commodore  Knowles ,  to 
be  preferred  to  Commands,  as  Opportunities  might  hap¬ 
pen. 

This  Fleet  proceeded  on  their  Voyage,  without  ftny 
remarkable  Incident  occurring,  till  Tuefday ,  the  14th  of 
July ,  1747,  when,  at  7  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  as  the 
Ships  lay  becalmed  in  the  Latitude  40—38,  and  Longi¬ 
tude  from  the  Lizard  21—22,  they  difcovered  a  Sail  to 
the  Weil  ward,  which  Captain  Crook/banks,  after  fome 
Ohfervation,  concluded  was  a  Cruzier,  and  a  large  Ship. 

About  10  o’Clock,  with  little  Wind  at  Weft  and  by 
North,  Captain  Crookjhanks  gave  Chace  to  her;  but  keep¬ 
ing  as  much  as  poflible  in  the  Track  of  his  Voyage. 

About  11  o’Clock,  the  Lark  made  a  Signal  to  the 
Montagu  Packet  to  chace,  who  went  fuperlatively  better 
than  either  of  the  Men  of  War,  and  gained  faft  on  the 
Chace  in  Sight ;  the  Convoy  then  conftfting  of  13  Sail, 
including  the  Beaufort  Tranfport.  At  9  o’Clock  at  Night, 

the 
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the  Fleet  entirely  loft  Sight  of  the  Chace  ;  but  continued 
the  fame  Route.  A  little  after  io  the  Montagu  fired 
Guns,  and  burnt  falfe  Fires ;  which  enabled  Captain 
Crookjhanks  to  judge  that  the  Chace  was  tacked,  and  fail- 
in0-  the  contrary  Way  from  him ;  and  that  the  IVlantagu 
was  keeping  her  Company ;  Therefore,  he  alfo  ordeied 
falfe  Fires  to  be  burnt;  which  was  an  Acknowledgment 
to  the  Montagu  that  he  difcerned  her  Signals.  Captain 
Crookjhanks  made  the  Night  general  Signal  to  the  War¬ 
wick  and  Convoy ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  tacked  ; 
the  Wind  being  then  changed  to  the  North-Eaft  and  by 
North  ;  and  the  Fleet  chaced  Eaft  and  by  South,  which 
was  going  almoft  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  Courfe  of 
their  Deftination,  defcribed  in  the  foregoing  Order  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ;  fo  that  Captain  CrookJhanks9 
by  chacing  the  Enemy  in  fuch  a  Courfe,  expofed  himfelf 
to  Danger,  as  will  appear  by  the  13th  Article  of  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  War,  which  is  Word  for  Word  as  follows. 

«  The  Captains,  Officers,  and  Seamen,  of  all  Ships, 
«  appointed  for  Convoy  and  Guard  of  Merchant  Ships, 
«  or  any  other,  fhall  diligently  attend  upon  that  Charge, 
«  without  Delay ,  according  to  their  Inftruaions  in  that 
«  Behalf;  and  whofoever  fhall  be  faulty  therein,  and  (hall 
«  not  faithfully  perform  the  fame,  and  defend  the  Ships 
«  and  Goods  in  their  Convoy,  without  either  diverting  to  o~ 
“  ther  Parts  or  Occafions ,  or  refufing,  or  negleaing  to  fight 
14  intheir  Defence,  if  they  be  fet  upon  or  affailed,orrun- 
«  nine  away  cowardly,  and  fubmitting  thofe  in  their  Convoy 
44  to  Hazard  or  Peril ,  or  fhall  demand  and  exaa  any 
44  Money,  or  other  Reward,  from  any  Merchant  or  Ma- 
44  fter,  for  convoying  of  any  fuch  Ships,  or  other  Vefl'els 
44  belonging  to  his  Majefty’s  Subjeas,  Jhall  be  condemned 
44  to  make  Reparation  of  the  Damage  to  the  Mer chant r, 
44  Owners ,  and  others ,  as  the  Court  of  Admiralty  fhall 
44  adjudge;  and  alfo  be  punifhed  criminally,  according  to 
44  the  Quality  of  their  Offences,  be  it  by  Pains  of  Death , 

44  or 
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"  or  other  Jfenifhment,  according  as  fhall  be  adjudged  fit 
“  by  the  Court  Martial.” 

As  the  4th  Article  relating  to  Convoys ,  in  the  Naval  In- 
flrudions  eftablifhed  by  his  Majefty  in  Council,  fpeaks 
very  explicitly  to  the  Point  in  queftion,  it  is  neceflary  to 
be  inferted,  and  is  as  follows. 

“  All  Commanders,  who  have  Merchant  Ships  under 
their  Care,  are  Jlrittly  forbidden  to  chace  out  of  Sight  of 
their  Convoys ;  but  they  are  to  be  watchful  in  defend¬ 
ing  them  from  any  Attack  or  Surprize;  and,  if  any  of 
them  fhall  be  diflrefled  by  Weather,  or  other  Acci¬ 
dent,  to  afford  them  all  neceflary  Affiftance.” 

The  Montagu  continued  frequently  to  burn  falfeFires 
which  were  as  often  repeated  by  the  Lark ,  whole  People 
fometimes  heard  the  Report  of  Guns.  At  2  o’Cloek  in 
the  Adorning  of  the  15th  of  July,  the  Lark  again  difcover- 
edthe  Chace;  and  at  4  o’Clock,  Captain  Crookjhanks-  * 
was  perfectly  able  to  judge  of  the  Force  of  the  Enemy, 
who  he  perceived  endeavoured  to  avoid  him,  and  feemed. 
as  if  he  intended  to  a&  only  on  theDefenfive :  Therefore, 
Captain  Crookjhanks  made  a  Signal  to  the  Montagu  to  bear 
down  nearer  the  Enemy ;  which  fhe  immediately  per¬ 
formed  ;  and  at  6  o’Ciock  they  exchanged  feme  Shot. 
The  Warwick  was  then  near  the  Lark,  by  whom  only  the 
Signals  were  made,  whereby  the  Enemy  was  enabled  to 
-judge  and  be  certain,  that  the  commanding  Officer  was 
in  the  Iefler  Ship.  At  8,  the  Lark  hoifted  her  Colours  ; 
and  was  then  by  the  beft  Eftimation,  about  a  Mile  and 
and  half,  but  certainly  not  exceeding  two  Miles  diftant 
from  the  Enemy  a  Stern,  and  femewhat  to  Leeward  • 
from  which  Pofftion,  Captain  Crookjhanks  could  count  her 
Guns,  obferve  the  Height  of  her  Ports,  and  examine  eve¬ 
ry  outward  Circumfiance  of  the  Ship ;  fe  as  to  be  fufffci- 
ermy  convinced,  that  confidering  her  natural  Defence, f>e 
was  net  to  he  trifled  with ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it  would 
be  lequifite  to  exert  his  utmoft  Skill,  and  perhaps  fupport 

it 
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_  .  unlefs  fome  fortunate  Shot 

itwithalbflgPcreveran  ,  ^  thereby  favour 

chanced  *»  worn  h  J  warmed  with 

te  S unity  o'  do  fomething  that  might  contribute 

this  Opportuni  y  A  weaken  the  Enemy, 

cotheHonoutofhsMajeftysAr  ^  ^ 

and  pleafe  the  N  •  haye  had  the-fame 

himfelf ;  and  Captain  EJ  ReDUtation.  If  they  had 
Opportunity  of  con(inued  t0  think, 

been  fuccefsful,  Captam  J  that  this  Deviation 

f S  mhh  Orders  would  not  have  been  treated  with  the  ut- 
ft°m  h.s  O  ders  h.s  Motives  andReflea.ons  m 

moftRigour.  1  b  Doubts, 

t.  Tnftant  •  But, however  fubjeft  they  may  dc«. 

the  Ship  trimmed  by  turn  Deck, 

-KT.tmWrof  Men  were  kept  ieateu  on  uic  ^ 

:r  ss-. 

utmoft  Care  and  ic  y  Cond  The  Lark 

"•*  «»  »•  w“  “ 

„  Hours  , ,  of  which  were  direffly  out  of  the  Courfe 
theh  Voyage:  And  the  »Wi  was  then  near  a  Stem 

of  the  Lark . 


1 


1 


Late 


■i 


t  9  3 

Late  in  the  Afternoon,  Mr.  Craig ,  the  firft  Lieutenant 
of  the  Larky  made  the  following  Obfervation,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  Captain  Crookjhanks,  publickly  on  the  Quar-  . 
ter-Deck :  “  That  he  thought  every  Officer  and  Man  in 
(i  the  Lark  and  Warwick  were  beholden  to  him,  and 
“  ought  to  pray  for  him  as  long  as  they  lived,  for  having 
“  gone  fo  far,  at  fuch  Rifque,  to  endeavour  to  put  a 
“  Fortune  in  their  Pockets.”  This  Remark  would 
have  been  fully  fufficient,  to  have  made  Captain 
Crookjhanks  recoiled  the  Thirteenth  Article  of  War, 
and  the  Naval  Inftru&ions,  in  cafe  he  had  a&ually  for¬ 
got  them  :  However,  Captain  Crookjhanks  replied  to  Mr. 
Craig ,  “  That  he  did  not  think  he  merited  fo  great  a 
“  Compliment :  That,  if  they  could  take  the  Enemy,  it 
“  would  certainly  do  them  all  much  Honour;  and,  if 
Fortunes  *  were  to  be  made,  he  fhould  be  entitled  to 
«  a  Share.”  He  then  feized  that  Occafion  to  exhort 
the  Seamen  to  all  poffible  Silence,  and  calm  Refolution, 
whenever  they  came  to  an  Engagement ;  afluring  them, 
he  had  well  grounded  Hopes  of  Succefs,  and  could 
hardly  doubt  of  having  an  agreeable  Opportunity  of 
thanking  Mr.  Craig ,  and  every  one  of  the  Officers,  £>r 
the  refpe&ive  goad  Management  that  might  depend  on 
them.  A 

As  we  are  near  the  Period  of  (hewing  the  Manner,  in 
which  the  Lark  and  Warwick  appproached  the  Enemy, 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  (hew  the  Reafons  why  Captain 
Crookjhanks  did  not  confult  Captain  Erjk'me,  in  regard  to 
his  defign  and  method  of  Attack  :  Becaufe  Captain  Erf- 
k'tne  has  loudly,  and  with  uncommon  Arrogance,  cen- 
fured  Captain  Crookjhanks,  for  not  afking  his  Advice; 

C  treating 

*  By  this  Time,  the  Officers  and  Seamen  had  fully  deter- 
termined,  in  themfelves,  that  the  Enemy  was  come  from 
the  Havannah ,  and  had  a  Treafure  on  board ;  which  was  an 
Opinion  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  glad  to  cherilh. 
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treating  it  even  as  a  criminal  NegleCE  Captain  Crook* 
J banks  was  fenior  Officer :  And  there  is  not  any  Law, 
Order,  or  Prefcription,  that  directed  fuch  a  Confulta- 
tion. 

But,  fuppofing  there  had  been  a  ftrong  Injunction  to  the 
Senior,  to  afk  the  Advice  of  his  junior  Officer ;  or  that 
Captain  Crookjhanks  had  been  diffident  of  himfelf,  or 
entertained  a  great  Opinion  of  Captain  Erjkine ,  and,  in 
confequence,  earneftly  defirous  to  confult  him:  Yet 
Captain  Crookjhanks  was  then  fo  circumftanced,  that  he 
muff  either  have  refolved  to  aCt  without  the  Advice  of 
Captain  Erjkine ,  or  relinquifh  the  Enterprize.  Becaufe, 
it  was  clear,  that  fo  far  from  having  Time  tq  flacken 
Sail,  to  bring  the  Ships  too,  to  hoift  out  Boats,  to  pafs 
and  repafs,  nay,  even  to  fpeak  to  each  other,  that  if  any 
of  the  Operations  and  Diligences  of  flackening  the  Rigg¬ 
ing,  taking  down  the  Stauncheons,  trimming  the  Larky 
and  other  Circumftances  abovementioned,  had  been 
negleCled,  fhe  could  not  have  overtaken  the  Enemy.  For 
after  all  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  done,  he  over¬ 
hauled  the  Enemy,  merely  by  little  Advantages,  of  having 
more  Wind  at  particular  Times,  when  the  Enemy  had 
lefs ;  which"  is  often  known  to  be  the  Cafe  of  Ships 
chacing  each  other  in  fine  Summer  Weather:  But, as  to 
any  Difference  of  going  between  the  three  Ships,  it  was 
fcarcely  perceptible ;  nor  could  this  fail  of  being  obferved 
on  board  the  Warwick  all  that  Day,  and  indeed  during 
the  whole  Voyage  ;  which  might  have  ferved  as  an  Ad¬ 
monition  to  Captain  Erjkiney  not  to  feparate  from  his 
commanding  Officer,  more  efpecially  in  the  Night,  and 
in  the  Manner  he  did,  as  will  be  fairly  reprefen  ted. 
And  here  it  will  not  be  impertinent  to  afk,  if  Captain 
Erjkine  exerted  himfelf,  by  making  all  the  Operations  and 
Diligences  that  were  in  his  Power  ?  for,  if  he  did,  he  might 
have  come  up  with  the  Enemy  looner  than  the  Lark. 

The 
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The  firft  Point  was  to  get  a-head  of  the  Enemy  as 
faft  as  poffible,  to  impede  or  divert  him,  during  the 
Night,  from  leading  Captain  Crookjhanks  farther  out  of 
his  Way,  and  thereby  making  him  run  the  Rifque  of 
totally  lofing  his  Convoy;  for,  at  the  clofe  of  Day, 
there  were  only  feven  Sail  to  be  feen,  at  a  very  great 
Diftance  a-ftern. 

At  Ten  o’Clock  at  Night,  the  Lark  drew  near  up 
with  the  Enemy,  who  foon  after  hawled  up  his  Main- 
fail  and  Forefail ;  which  Motion  was  underftood  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  as  declaratory  that  the  Enemy  would 
lay  there  to  fight  him.  The  Wind  then  frelhened  a 
little;,  and,  at  half  an  Hour  pad;  Ten,  the  Lark  was 
very  near  up  a- bread:  of  the  Enemy;  the  Warwick 
a-ftern,  and  fomething  to  windward  of  the  Lark ,  fol¬ 
lowing  her ;  as  may  be  feen  in  the  annexed  Plan. 

Captain  Crookjhanks  intended  to  dretch  out,  juft  far 
enough  a-head  to  gain  the  Wind  of  the  Enemy,  in  or¬ 
der  to  return  inftantly,  and  endeavour  to  engage  him  at 
dawn  of  Day  on  the  Weather-Bow  :  Nor  had  he  any 
Reafon  to  doubt  but  Captain  Erjkine  would  have  fol¬ 
lowed  him,  as  clofe  as  he  had  done  from  the  firft  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Chace.  Both  Ships  had  then  out  all  the 
Sail  that  could  be  fet  by  the  Wind,  even  to  the  Sprit- 
fail-Topfails ;  and  it  could  not  be  conceived  that  Cap¬ 
tain  Erjkine  fhould  fail  to  fee  that  the  Intention  of  his 
commanding  Officer  was  to  pafs  by  the  Enemy :  For  the 
mud  have  been  certain  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  kept  all 
his  Sail  abroad ;  becaufe,  as  the  going  of  their  two  Ships 
was  fo  equal,  the  lead:  Diminution  of  Sail  on  board  the 
Lark,  would  have  obliged  the  Warwick  to  fhorten  Sail 
alfo,  or  have  forced  her  a-head  of  the  Lark.  However, 
contrary  to  the  Expe&alion  of  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  juft 
at  the  Time  that  the  Lark  had  got  up  with  the  Enemy’s 
Quarter,  at  about  350  to  400  Yards  Diftance,  Captain 

C  2  Erskins 
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Erjkine  ordered  the  Warwick  to  be  tacked,  and  flood 
from  the  Lark  and  the  Enemy;  in  which,  as  junior 
Officer,  he  certainly  adted  extremely  wrong ;  for  no  In^ 
ftrudtion,  Rule,  or  Pradtice  could  authorife  fuch  a  Pro¬ 
ceeding.  But  waving  this  Charge,  of  adling  difedtly 
contrary  to  the  viftble  Intentions  of  his  commanding 
Officer ;  and  regard  him  only  as  a  Seaman,  fuch  ftrong 
Reafons  may  be  offered  againft  his  Condudt,  as  will 
convince  every  judicious  Man,  that  his  manner  of  act¬ 
ing,  and  by  which  he  laid  himfelf  open  to  bt  forced  in¬ 
to  a  feparate  Engagement,  was  owing,  either  to  an  ab¬ 
solute  Want  of  S^z-Skill,  or  the  Effedt  of  an  unbridled 
Vanity,  that  hurried  him  ralhly  to  crofs  the  Meafures  of 
the  commanding  Officer,  that  he  might  appear  to  have 
begun,  and  thereby  affume  to  himfelf  the  Merit  of 
having  condudted,  the  Adtion. 

How  could  Captain  Erjkine  flatter  himfelf  that  the 
Warwick  alone  was  capable  of  undertaking  a  battering 
Fight  againft  the  Gloriofoy  at  all  Difadvantages,  to  Lee¬ 
ward,  and  a-Breaft  ?  Nothing  elfe  could  have  been  ex- 
pedted,  but  exadtly  what  happened ;  that  he  would  be 
crippled,  and  thereby  fr^ftrate  the  Defign  of  Captain 
Crookjbanks. 

If  Captain  Erjkine  intended  to  engage  the  Enemy  to 
Leeward,  his  tacking,  in  the  Pofition  he  did,  was  not 
neceffary :  For,  if  he  did  not  judge  himfelf  able  to  have 
reached  up  with  the  Enemy,  in  clofe  engaging  Diftance, 
it  is  next  to  impoffible  he  could  be  ignorant,  that,  if  the 
Enemy  would  engage  lying  too,  with  a  Topfail  to  the 
Mali,  or  moving  under  a  flack  Sail,  the  Gloriofo ,  being  a 
much  heavier  and  loftier  Ship  than  the  Warwick ,  would 
neceffarily  have  dropt  fafteft  to  Leeward,  and  thereby 
their  Diftance  would  be  clofed. 

If  Captain  Erjkine  intended  to  watch  the  Enemy’s 
Motions  a-ftern,  till  he  faw  what  Poft  Captain  Crook- 

Jhanki 


[  >3  ] 

Jhanh  fhould  take,  and  how  he  would  engage ;  furely, 
in  this  Cafe,  Captain  Erjkine  could  have  no  Reafo* 
to  tack  when  he  did  ;  as  the  eafieft  and  moft  proper  Me¬ 
thod  would  have  been,  to  fhorten  and  accommodate  his 
Sail  to  that  of  the  Enemy. 

If  Captain  Erjkine  meant  to  get  to  windward  of  the" 
Enemy  as  fail  as  he  could,  the  fooner  to  bring  on  an 
Engagement  in  clofe  engaging  Diftance,  and  to  run  the 
leaft  Rifque  of  lofing  the  Enemy,  fhould  he  have  en¬ 
deavoured  ftill  to  avoid  him  and  the  Lark  ?  In  that  Cafe, 
it  may  be  conceived,  that,  independent  of  every  other 
Confideration,  it  was  the  Bufinefs  and  Duty  of  Captain 
Erjkine  to  have  followed  the  Courfe  of  the  Lark,  as  the 
fhorteft  and  moft  certain  Method  to  gain  that  Point ;  for 
thereby  he  would  have  kept  the  Diftance,  doling  by  as 
much  as  the  Enemy  failed,  following  the  Lark  on  the 
fame  Tack :  Whereas,  by  the  Method  he  took,  he  in- 
creafipd  the  Diftance,  fo  much  as  he  failed  from  the  Ene¬ 
my  and  Lark ,  and  all  that  the  Enemy  failed  from  him  ; 
a  Conduit,  which  may  b<?  confidently  aflerted,  was 
contrary  to  all  the  Rules  knowq  and  praitifed  by  expert* 
Seamen. 

Upon  being  informed  by  fome  Perfon  on  the  Quarter- 
Deck,  that  the  Warwick  was  tacking,  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks  looked  behind  him,  faw  the  Warwick ,  and  imme¬ 
diately  gave  Orders  to  fire  on  the  Enemy ;  declaring,  as 
it  were  in  the  fame  Breath,  «  That  it  was  impofliblc 
w  Captain  Erjkine  could  ait  fo  little  like  an  Officer; 
“  and  that  he  was  certainly  caught  in  Stays  *  for  fo, 
indeed,  it  appeared  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  who  then 
went  into  the  Gang- way  to  give  Direitions  ;  where  he 
heard  a  Man,  quartered  at  one  of  the  Guns  in  the  Wafte, 

hallow  aloud,  “  D - ?t  them ,  they  are  running  away 

“from  us:  But  Captain  Crookjhanks  fharply  reprimanded 
him,  and  faid,  “  It  was  certainly  an  Accident,  and  that 

“  he 


2  An  involuntary  Tacking. 
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«  jje  had  no  doubt  they  would  immediately  wear,  or  tack, 
“  and  rejoin  the  Lark.” 

However,  this  caufed  no  Alteration  in  the  Plan 
of  Operation,  which  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  laid  down 
to  himfelf,  except  that  he  kept  the  Ship  luffing  and  (hak- 
ing  in  the  Wind  as  much  as  poffible,  without  throwing 
her  about,  in  order  to  fire  on  the  Enemy  as  he  pafied  by 
him.  What  firing  the  Lark  made,  appears,  by  the 
Rafter-Gunner’s  Expence,  to  be  as  follows  : 

In  Guns  carrying  18  Pound  Shot; 

Cartridges  26,  round  Shot  29,  grape  Shot  22,  and 
double-headed  Shot  1 1 . 

In  Guns  carrying  9  Pound  Shot ; 

Cartridges  23,  round  Shot  25,  grape  fhot  |8,  and 
double-headed  Shot  13. 

In  Guns  carrying  9  Pound  Shot; 

Cartridges  4,  round  Shot  4. 

From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  all  the  Lark's  Guns 
on  the  Enemy’s  Side  were  fired  twice  in  a  very  fhort 
Space;  fome  three  Times;  and  the  Gun  on  the  Fore- 
caftle,  thrown  a  -  crofs,  fired  four  Times ;  in  doing 
which,  moft  of  the  *  Breechings  of  the  Lower-Deck 
Guns  were  broke,  and  one  of  the  Guns  had  almoft 
efcaped  down  the  Cockpit  Hatchway.  It  may  be  pro¬ 
per  alfo  to  obferve,  that  the  Lark's  firing  was  within  fuch 

a  Diftance, 


*  The  Breechings  are  large  Ropes,  fo  contrived,  and  fixed, 
as  to  prevent  the  Guns  from  recoiling  beyond  a  certain 
Diftance:  And  though  fpare  Breechings  and  Tackles  lay 
always  ready,  fo  that  the  Damage  might  be  repaired  in  a 
few  Minutes,  when  every  Thing  on  board  a  Ship  is  quiet ; 
it  is,  however,  widely  different  when  engaged  with  an  Enemy 
of  fo  fuperior  a  Force ;  for  then  it  muft  take  conftderable 
more  Time  ;  and  to  lay  expofed  to  his  Batteries,  without 
being  able  to  return  any  Fire  to  Advantage,  would  be  no 
Sign  of  Bravery  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  conftrued, 
by  the  Difcerning,  as  a  Mark  of  Ralhnefs,  and  very  great 
Imprudence. 
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a  Diflance,  that  her  Quarter-deck  Guns  certainly  reach- 
ed  the  Gloriofo ,  fince  the  Gloriofo’s  Grape-fhot  reached 
the  Lark. 

It  might  well  be  conceived,  that  Captain  Crookjhanks 
fhould  here  find  a  fufficient  Excufe  for  quitting  f  the 
Enemy  till  thefe  Damages  were  repaired  i  But,  far  from 
defiring  to  reit  upon  this  Plea,  let  us  defcribe  what  he 
intended  ;  becaufe  it  is  avowing  the  Truth,  on  which  a- 
lone  he  ftiould  rely. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  Capt.  Crookjhanks  only  in¬ 
tended  to  intercept,  and  not  to  engage,  the  Enemy,  till 
towards  the  Dawn  of  Day.  His  Aim  was  to  have  flood 
far  enough  to  gain  the  Wind,  and  to  watch  his  Advan¬ 
tages  on  his  Weather-bow  :  By  which  Means  he  fhould, 
or  ought  to,  have  had  the  Warwick  ready  to  engage  her 
Quarter  or  Stern.  Befides,  the  Montagu  could  have 

molefted 

t  This  very  Cafe  happened  to  a  very  gallant  and  de~ 
fervedly  efteemed  Officer,  Sir  Edward  Hawke ,  in  his  En¬ 
gagement  off  Cape  Finijlere  with  the  French  Squadron  under 
the  Command  of  M.  VEtenduer  the  1 4th  of  Oftober  1 747. 

“  Rear-Admiral  Hawke ,  in  paffing  on  to  the  firft  Ship 
“  he  could  get  near,  received  feveral  Fires  at  a  Diftance, 
“  dll  he  came  clofe  to  the  Severn,  whom  he  foon  filenced, 
“  and  left  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Frigates  a-ftem  :  Then 
**  perceiving  the  Eagle  and  Edinburgh ,  fomewhat  difabled  by 
“  the  Eonant,  the  Devonjhire  kept  her  Wind  as  clofe  as 
“  poffible  to  affift  them  j  but  this  Attempt  was  frullrated 
**  by  the  Eagle's  falling  twice  on  board  the  Devonjhire,  ha- 
“  ving  had  her  Wheel  fhot  to  Pieces,  all  the  Men  at  it 
“  killed,  and  all  her  Braces  and  Bowlings  gone;  which 
“  drove  the  Rear-Admiral  to  Leeward,  and  prevented  his 
“  attacking  either  the  Monarque,  or  Tonant,  within  any 
“  Diftance  to  do  Execution  ;  however,  he  attempted  both, 
“  efpecially  the  latter;  but,  while  he  was  engaged  with 
"  her,  the  Breechings  of  all  the  Lower  -  Deck  Guns  of  the 
“  Devonffiire  broke ,  and  the  Guns  flew  fore  and  aft,  which 
“  obliged  her  to  foot  a-head ,  becaufe  her  Upper  and  Quarter 
“  Deck  Guns  could  not  reach  the  Tonant.’!  See  Holt's  Hiftory 
of  the  late  War,  Vol .  IV,  p.  485, 
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molefted  the  Enemy  at  a  Diftance,  by  firing  at  her  Rig¬ 
ging.  The  Beaufort  Store-fhip  had  been  an  Eajl-India 
Ship  of  the  largeft  Size,  was  a  flout  Veflel,  and  carried 
20  Guns  ;  had  on  board,  befides  her  own  neceflary  Com¬ 
plement,  a  Number  of  Officers  and  Recruits  for  the  Gar- 
rifon  of  Louisburgb,  and  {he  would  have  been  up  with 
the  Lark  at  Day-light,  when  her  Appearance  might  have 
had  its  Ufe  j  nor  was  it  to  be  doubted,  that  her  Matter, 
and  the  Gefitlemen  on  Board,  would  have  hefitated  in 
giving  their  Afliftance,  when  they  perceived  they  could 
be  of  Service. 

Major  Lawrence ,  who  has  been  fince  promoted  to  the 
Rank  of  Brigadier-General)  and  is  now  Governor  of 
Halifax ,  Capt.  Cotterell,  Capt.  Wynch ,  and  Lieut.  Clev- 
land ,  who  were  going  to  join  their  refpedtive  Regiments 
at  Louisburgb ,  were  to  have  taken  their  Paflage  in  the 
Beaufort ;  but  were  then  actually  on  Board  the  Lark  : 
Therefore,  if  the  Defign  of  Capt.  Crookjhanks  had  not 
been  thwarted,  he  would  have  made  no  Scruple  of  pro- 
pofing  to  thofe  Gentlemen  to  repair  to  the  Beaufort ;  be¬ 
ing  fully  perfuaded,  they  would  have  honourably  exerted 
themfelves.  However,  the  chief  Dependance  of  Capt. 
(JrookJhanks  would  have  been  on  the  Skill  of  Major  Law¬ 
rence  becaufe  he  knew  he  had  long  ferved  with  his 
Company  on  board  the  Fleet  in  Quality  of  Marines. 

The  Breechings  of  the  Lower-Deck  Guns  on  board 
the  Lark  were  repaired  as  foon  as  pofiible ;  and 
Mr.  Crifpo ,  the  Second  -  Lieutenant,  came  to  acquaint 
Captain  Crookjhanks  that  the  Breechings  were  feized, 
and  in  proper  Order.  A  very  few  Minutes  after  this. 
Captain  Crookjhanks  was  informed,  that  the  Enemy  was 
wearing :  Upon  which,  he  gave  Orders  to  wear  the  Lark  : 
But  the  Matter  alledged,  “  That,  if  the  Enemy  hauled 
u  his  Wind  again,  the  Lark  could  fcarce  reach  to 
sc  Windward  of  him  j  fuppoling  the  Wind  remained 
<c  as  it  then  flood.”  This  Reflection  was  very  juft, 
and  coincided  with  what  Captain  Crookjhanks  intended  ; 
who,  therefore,  approved  of  this  Advice  j  and  then  gave 

Orders 
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Orders  to  tack  the  Ship,  which  was  done  immediately 
and  alertly.  By  the  Time  the  Lark s  Sails  were 
trimmed,  her  People  difcovered  that  the  Enemy  bore 
away,  and  Captain  Crookjhanks  then  purfued  him,  keeping 
him  juft  open  on  the  Lark’s  Larboard-Bow,  and  rounded 
away  after  him,  till  the  Lark  had  the  Wind  one  Point 
on  the  Starboard •  Quarter  j  in  which  Manner  fhe  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Enemy,  and  the  Mafter  himfelf  directed  the 
Steering  of  the  Ship,  by  the  Order  of  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks  from  the  Gang-way. 

During  the  Time  the  Lark  had  flood  to  the  South- 
Eaftward,  Captain  Crookjhanks  feveral  Times  afked  after, 
and  ordered  a  look-out  to  be  kept  for,  the  Warwick:  For 
not  feeing  her  when  the  Lark  tacked,  he  immediately 
exprefled  great  Concern  and  Surprize  to  Major  Lawrence , 
and  the  other  Gentlemen,  who  were  ftanding  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  on  the  Quarter-Deck  j  declaring, 
“  That  he  began  to  fufpedt  fome  Accident,  or  jViifma- 
“  nagement,  on  board  the  Warwick  ;  and  feared  the 
“  Enemy  might  overtake,  and  engage  him  fingly,  with 
“  many  manifeft  Difadvantages  on  the  Warwick’s  Side 
becaufe  Captain  Crookjhanks  could  not  then  in  the  leaft 
apprehend,  that  Captain  Erjkine  had  ordered  his  Ship 
to  be  tacked,  to  ftand  from  the  Lark  and  Enero^'  5 
which  proved  to  be  the  Fa£l. 

It  has  been  whifpered,  and  infinuated,  by  fome  de¬ 
fining  and  evil-minded  People,  whofe  foie  Merit  for 
their  Preferment  was,  their  forwardnefs  in  cenfuring  the 
Conduct  of  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  “  That  he  lojl  Time  in 
“  tacking,  inftead  of  wearing .”  That  is  a  doubtful  Point, 
even  as  the  Circumftances  flood :  But  it  is  certain, 
that,  if  the  Enemy  had  kept  his  Wind,  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks  would  have  gained  Time,  and  alfo  fecured  his 
Intent  of  being  to  windward.  It  has  likewile  been 
infinuated  againft  Captain  Crookjhanks,  «  That,  in  follow- 
“  ing  the  Enemy  after  tacking,  he  did  not  make  ail  the 
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4<  Sail  he  might  have  done.”  But  the  real  State  of 
the  Cafe  is,  that,  during  that  Time,  there  was  very 
little  Wind ;  the  Sails  often  flapping  to  the  Maft ;  the 
Larboard  Clew-Garnet  of  the  Main-Sail  was  dropt ; 
and  the  Fore-Topmaft  Studding-Sail  ordered  to  be  fet, 
which  was  not  done  as  quick  as  ufual,  and  of  which 
Captain  Crookjhanks  found  Fault,  by  feveral  Times  com¬ 
plaining  about  it,  particularly  to  Mr.  Craig  the  firft 
Lieutenant,  upon  the  M&in-Deck  ;  and  to  the  third 
Lieutenant  Mr  .Young,  upon  the  Fore-Caftle;  fo  that, 
if  the  neceflary  Orders  were  not  diligently  executed,  it 
was  furely  their  Fault,  and  not  the  Captain’s,  whofe 
Province  it  was  to  order,  and  theirs  to  fee  the  Execu¬ 
tion.  But,  fuppofing  the  Studding-Sail  had  not  been 
ordered  at  all  to  be  fet,  we  fhould  not  think  Captain 
Crookjhanks  in  the  leaft  blameable  in  that  Refped ;  be- 
caufe  it  was  in  the  Middle  of  the  Night,  and  there  was 
then  fo  little  Wind,  that  the  Studding-Sail  could  not  have 
made  the  Difference  of  two  Yards  in  an  Hour,  as  to  the 
Lark’s  going.  Therefore,  Captain  Crookjhanks  ordered 
it  rather  out  of  Ceremony,  than  in  Confideration  of 
any  Service  that  could  be  expelled  from  it ;  and,  if 
there  had  been  a  frefh  Wind,  the  Studding-Sail  would 
be  lefs  vvanted,  and  perhaps  thought  improper;  for,  as 
the  Lark’s  People  faw  the  Enemy  plainly,  and  never  loft 
Sight  of  him,  though  the  Night  was  obfcure,  they 
Jn ight  reafonably  exped  to  be  foon  up  with  him,  as  it 
certainly  would  have  happened,  if  Captain  Erjhine  had 
aided  in  any  other  Manner  than  juft  as  he  did  ;  and  it  is 
fubmitted  to  the  Judgment  of  every  fkiiful  and  experi¬ 
enced  Officer,  “  Whether,  in  the  Night,  a  Topmaft 
“  Studding-Sail,  is  a  Sail  fit  to  approach  an  Enemy,  with 
“  whom  you  exped  every  Minute  to  enter  into  an  En- 
“  gagement  ?” 
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The  Steps  taken  by  Captain  Erjklne  were  the  laft  that 
Captain  Crookjhanks  could  have  fufpebled  him,  or  even 
an  unexperienced  Youth,  capable  of  taking.  It  has 
been  already  mentioned  that  the  Warwick  tacked,  and 
flood  from  the  Enemy  a-flern.  From  fuch  a  Proceed¬ 
ing,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  if  Captain  Erjklne  had 
formed  any  fort  of  Scheme,  it  muft  have  been  to  get  to 
the  windward  of  the  Point,  or  Station,  from  which  he 
tacked;  and  alfo  to  get  to  windward  of  the'Enemy:  But 
it  is  certain,  he  neither  fucceeded  in  one  or  the  other. 
However,  fuppofe  we  admit,  that  he  wifhed  and  intended 
it :  How  came  it  to  pafs,  that  his  Endeavours  were  not 
attended  with  Succefs  ?  efpecialJy  as  no  Accident  or 
Misfortune  intervened  to  prevent  it.  To  what  other 
Caufe,  then,  can  the  Failure  be  attributed,  but  tofome 
fort  of  bad  Management  ? 

The  Time  that  the  Warwick  flood  from  the  Lark  and 
Enemy,  could  not  be  exa&ly  afcertained,  till  Captain 
Crookjhanks  came  upon  his  Trial :  But  fo  far  it  is  certain, 
that  the  Enemy  failed  to  the  South-Eafl  under  a  flack 
Sail,  and  followed  the  Lark  under  a  prefl  Sail,  till  he 
faw  the  Lark  flretched  nearly  far  enough  a-head  to  wea¬ 
ther  him  ;  which  mofl  Seamen  can  judge  of  by  Infpec- 
tion;  and,  if  not,  they  may  have  recourfe  to  their 
Compafs.  Then  feeing  the  Warwick  to  Leeward  of 
him,  and  feparated  from  his  Commanding  Officer^  at  thj 
greateft  Diflance  he  could  reafonably  hope  or  expe£l  to 
have  them;  the  Inferences  that  the  Captain  of  the 
Gloriojo  muft  have  fuggefted,  are  thefe :  “  I  can  now 
“  certainly  bring  the  biggeft  Ship  to  a  feparate  Engage- 
“  ment ;  and  I  fhall  preferve  the  Dijlance  between  my 
“  two  Adverfaries ;  becaufe,  I  have  the  Proof,  that  I 
tf  go  as  well  as  they  do  by  the  Wind  :  I  am  loftier  in  my 
*•  Sails  :  There  is  now  but  little  Wind ;  and  I  fhall, 

in  all  Probability,  have  the  Advantage,  by  going 
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te  large  *.  If  I  can  make  him  fight  before  the  Wind, 
‘'though  biggeft,  he  is  greatly  inferior  to  me:  I  a£fc 
“  only  on  the  defenfive  j  and  I  will  do  what  I  can  to 
“  avoid  having  two  Ships  upon  me  at  once.”  His  Con¬ 
duit  plainly  fhewed  he  ailed  conformable  to  fuch  Rea- 
foning ;  which  could  not  fail  to  occur  to  any  able  Officer 
in  his  Situation.  Captain  Erfkine ,  in  ftanding  again  to 
the  South-Eaft  towards  the  Enemy,  then  bearing  down 
upon  the  Warwick ,  tried  to  crol's  the  Spaniard  a-head ; 
but  he  would  not  let  him  ;  and,  to  prevent  it,  hawled 
the  Wind  two  or  three  Points.  This  fkillful  Manage- 
ment  of  the  Spaniard ,  f  greatly  embarafled  Captain 
Erskine ,  obliged  him  to  bear  round  up,  and  he  wore  too, 
in  luch  a  Manner,  as  to  find  himfelf  Midfhip-Beam 
and  Midfhip-Beam  a-breafl:  of  the  Enemy,  whom,  by 

this 

*  The  fecond  Captain  of  the  Gloriofo,  had  been  alfo  fecond 
Captain  of  the  Princejfa  Man  of  War,  when  taken  by  the 
Lenox,  Captain  Covil  Mayne  ;  the  Kent,  Captain  Thomas  Du- 
rell ;  and  the  Orford,  the  Hon.  Lord  Augujlus  Fitzroy ,  each 
S flip  of  70  Guns,  and  their  Commanders  have  always  been 
efteemed  very  able  Officers,  and  truly  brave  Men  ;  in  which 
Engagement,  the  faid  fecond  Captain  muft  have  learnt,  by 
Experience,  to  judge  of  the  Difference  between  making  a 
running  Fight  againll;  three  Ships,  and  lying  to,  with  his 
.Fore-top-fail  to  the  Mart,  to  receive  their  Fire. 

The  public  Account  fays,  that  the  PrinceJJa  had  700  Sea¬ 
men,  and  200  Marines  aboard  :  The  firft  Lieutenant,  and 
man;/  of  them  Irijhmen ;  and  that  fhe  made  an  ohflinate  and 
bloody  ReMance,  for  fix  Hours. 

t  Captain  Er/kine,  at  the  Interview  he  had  with  Captain 
Crookjbanks  after  the  A&ion,  told  him,  ,f  That,  as  foon  as 
“  the  Enemy  began  to  fire,  there  was  fo  much  Noife  and 
“  Confuilon  among  his  People,  that  it  was  not  known  who 
“  commanded  the  Warwick."  This  was  certainly  awejk 
Declaration  ;  face  it  was  pronouncing  himfelf  a  bad  Offi¬ 
cer,  and  his  Ship’s  Company  ill  difciplincd. 
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this  Proceeding,  he  Suffered  to  take  the  greateft  Advan¬ 
tage,  to  edge  down  upon  him,  and  attack  him  at  th« 
Pittance  he  liked. 

If  Captain  Erjkine  had  in  the  leaft  penetrated  into  the 
Enemy’s  Scheme,  he  would  have  put  his  Helm  a-lee  ; 
for,  at  fuch  a  Crifis,  we  may  imagine  that  his  Officers 
and  Men  were  fo  placed  and  difpofed,  as  to  be  at  every 
Moment  ready  to  work  the  Ship  fuitably  to  any  new  Inci¬ 
dent.  Had  he  taken  that  Step,  he  would  have  oppofed 
the  ftrongeft  Part  of  the  Warwick ,  to  the  weakeft  Part  of 
the  Gloriofo  :  He  might  have  had  the  good  Fortune,  by 
his  Quarter  and  Stern  chafe  Guns,  to  have  wounded 
fame  Maft,  Sails,  or  Rigging :  He  might  have  forced 
the  Enemy  to  yaw  his  Ship,  if  he  continued  to  follow 
large,  which  would  have  impeded  his  Way,  and  have 
given  the  Lark  the  Advantage  of  getting  up  fatter  in 
J^tttle  Wind. 

The  two  Ships  being  then  a-breaft,  as  juft  now  des¬ 
cribed,  the  Gloriofo  began  to  fire  her  Guns  deliberately, 
and  flowly,  into  the  Warwick ,  till  Ihe  carried  away  the 
Warwick ’s  Main-Topmaft,  wounded  her  lower  M^ls, 
(hattered  her  Sails,  and  tore  her  Rigging  j  but  killed 
only  two  Men  and  one  Boy.  The  Warwick  fired  Num¬ 
bers  of  Guns  at  a  Time,  in  a  confufed  hafty  Manner  ; 
and  then  made  long  Paufes  :  But  what  Damage  Ihe  did 
the  Gloriofo  was  never  known;  though  there  was  no 
Appearance  at  Day-Light  of  any;  nor,  indeed,  could 
any  Damage  to  her  well  happen.  The  Enemv,  with 
great  Addrefs,  kept  fo  clofe  to  the  Warwick ,  as  to  be 
almoft  fecure  from  any  effential  Injury ;  which  will  be 
conceived,  if  the  great  Difference  between  the  two  Ships 
is  confidered;  as  the  Gloriofo  was  vaftly  fuperior  in 
Heighth,  in  the  Thicknefs  of  her  Sides,  and  Strength 
of  Confirmation,  in  the  Number  of  Men,  Calibre  of 
her  Shot,  and  Weight  o(  Metal. 


It 
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It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  Night  was  obfcure : 
But,  during  the  Firing,  the  Explofions  of  the  Powder 
enabled  the  People  on  board  the  Lark ,  to  fee  the  Hulls 
of  both  Ships  at  Times,  as  plainly  as  if  they  had  been 
illuminated  on  purpofe.  The  Spaniard  clearly  perceived 
his  Advantages,  and  made  the  utmoft  and  beft  Ufe  of 
them,  by  keeping  the  Warwick  under  his  Guns  -T  while 
Captain  Erskine  a&ed  as  inconfiftently,  as  if  he  had 
concurred  with  the  Enemy  in  all  the  Operations ;  for, 
by  negle&ing  to  tack  fhort,  and  by  his  manner  of  wear¬ 
ing,  he  gave  the  Enemy  the  Advantage  of  beginning 
the  Engagement  nearly  *  Midfhip-Beam  and  Midfhip- 
Beam.  But,  if  Captain  Erskine  found  himfelf  thereby 
hardly  prefled,  and  over  powered  j  if  he  found  he  could 
not  gain  his  Bow,  by  failing  a  little  better,  there  were 
other  Methods  to  be  tried,  to  attempt  being  extricated 
from  the  Difficulties  in  which  he  had  entangled  himfelf: 
For  he  might  have  hawled  up  his  Fore-Sail,  or  lowered 
his  Top-Gallant-Sails  j  he  might  have  fhivered  his  Top- 
Sails,  or  yawed  his  Ship,  without  appearing  to  quit  the 
Engagement.  If  the  Enemy  had  changed  his  Difpofi- 
ticfn,  or  altered  his  Courfe,  Captain  Erskine  could, 
and  ought  to  have  exerted  a  ready  Manasuvre ;  fmce  his 
Ship  was  of  a  Size  eafier  to  be  worked  than  the  Gloriofo  j 
and  nothing  could  be  wanting  for  that  End,  but  his 
quick  Difcernment,  giving  Orders  in  confequence,  and 
his  Officers  feeing  them  diligently  put  in  Execution. 

Soon  after  Two  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  of  the  17th 
pf  July ,  the  Lark  appeared  to  be  fo  near  up  again  with 
the  Enemy  and  Warwick ,  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  gave 
Orders  to  the  Men  carefully  to  examine  their  Matches, 
and  to  be  very  ready  j  as  he  really  expe&ed  to  enter  into 
the  Engagement  in  ten  or  fifteen  Minutes  at  moft,  and 
Was  then  fure  the  Warwick's  Main-Topmaft  was  gone  : 

But, 

*  Both  Ships,  during  the  whole  Time  they  were  engaged, 
had  their  Top-Sails,  Top-Gallant-Sails,  and  Fore-Sails  fety 
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But,  prefently  after  giving  thefe  Directions,  he  obferved 
the  two  Ships  were  feparating  from  each  other ;  and 
that  the  Gloriofo ,  in  hawlihg  his  Win'd  to  the  North¬ 
ward,  fired  about  twelve  Guns  very  Taft.  The  War¬ 
wick  brought  too,  with  his  Head  to  the  Southward 
againft  his  Raft,  which  was  hanging  over  the  Larboard, 
01  Off- fide,  fiom  that  which  had  been  engaged  with 
the  Enemy.  Upon  this.  Captain  Crookjkanks  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  the  Fore-Tack  to  be  got  on  board ;  and 
concluded  the  Wanvick  had  received  fome  more  material 
Damage  than  the  Lofs  of  her  Main-Topmaft,  as 
Captain  Erskine  quitted  the  Action,  at  a  Time  when 
the  Lark  was  fo  nearly  up  with  him,  and  muft  have  been 
observed.  Therefore,  Captain  Crookjkanks  determined, 
and  foon  declared,  that  he  would  keep  the  Wind,  to 
have  the  Enemy  under  his  Lee  at  Day-break  j  and  fo 
have  it  in  his  immediate  Power  to  bear  down,  and  en- 
^gage,  in  Cafe  it  fhould  be  found  expedient.  The  Lark 
failed  in  this  Pofition  till  the  Dawn  of  Day,  when  the 
three  Men  of  War  were  vilible  to  each  other.  The 
Warwick  then  fired  one  of  her  after  lower  Deck  Guns ; 
which  could  bear  no  other  Conftru&ion  than  to  be  a 
Signal  of  Dijirefs  :  However,  Captain  Crookjkanks  afked 
the  Opinions  of  all  the  Lieutenants,  and  Mafter,  then 
on  the  Quarter-Deck  }  who  all  agreed,  it  could  mean 
nothing  elfe ;  and,  as  the  Warwick  Hill  Jay  with  her 
Head  to  the  Southward,  it  was  fome  kind  of  Indication, 
that  they  could  not  work  the  Ship ;  for,  otherwife,  it 
was  incumbent  on  Captain  Erskine  to  have  pointed  her 
Head  towards  the  Lark . 

The  Lieutenants  and  Mafter  being  all  of  Opinion 
that  it  was  a  Signal  of  Dijirefs ,  it  was  then  to  be  obeyed, 
though  from  a  junior  Officer,  in  Confequence  of  an  ex- 
prefs  Article  of  War  j  notwithstanding  which,  Captain 
Crookjkanks  declared  to  them,  in  the  hearing  of  Major 
Lawiencey  and  the  other  Land  Officers  before  mentioned. 

That,  if  there  was  the  leaft  Doubt  about  the  Inter- 

“  pretation 
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pretation  of  the  Signal,  and  the  Refolution  to  be 
taken,  he  would  bear  down,  and  engage  the  Enemy, 
“  as  long  as  he  was  able  in  his  own  Perfon,  or  could 
“  find  a  Man  to  ftand  to  a  Gun.” 

This  Ihort  Conference  between  Captain  Crookjhanks  and 
his  Officers  was  fcarce  ended,  when  the  Montagu  Bilan¬ 
der  came  near  the  Lark ;  and  Mr.  Conolly *  the  Matter,  told 
Captain  Crookjhanks ,  “  that  Captain  Erjkine  had  called 
to  him,  and  defired  him  to  follow  the  Lark ,  to  let 
Captain  Crookjhanks  know  that  he  was  in  Diftrefs,  that 
his  Ship  was  a  Wreck,  and  to  requeft  that  the  Lark 
“  would  come  to  his  immediate  Affiftance<” 

'l  he  Warwick  was  then  immediately  *  joined  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  who  fent  his  firft  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Craig , 
to  fee  Captain  Erfaine ,  and  enquire  into  the  State  of  his 
Damages ;  as  alfo  to  let  him  know,  tc  if  he  could  foon 
put  himfelt  in  a  Pofture  of  following  the  Larky  and 
would  collect  the  Convoy,  that  Captain  Crookjhanks1^ ould 
fiill  purfue  theEnemy,who  wasyet  in  Sight, and  confider 
“  if  any  Thing  could  be  attempted.”  Captain  Erjkine  took 
a  much  longer  Time  than  was  needful  for  the  Difpatch  of 
his  Anfwer,  the  Purport  whereof  was,  (t  that  his  Ship 
“  was  in  a  dijlrejfed  Condition ;  that  he  could  not  follow, 
e<  or  take  any  Charge  of  the  Convoy  :  That  the  Larky  in 
his  Opinion,  was  no  way  equal  to  the  Talk  of  en¬ 
gaging  the  Enemy  fingly ;  and  defired  that  Captain 
Crookjhanks  would  not  think  of  leaving  him.”  As 
Captain  Crookjhanks  was  not  fully  fatisfied  about  the 
Diftreffes  of  Captain  Erjkine,  he  went  on  board  the  War¬ 
wick  himfelf  j  when  the  Officers,  and  Men,  were  all 
off  the  Deck,  and  perhaps  moft  of  them  afleep  ;  for. 
Captain  Crookjhanks  only  faw  Mr.  Hughes ,  one  of  the 
Lieutenants  going  Paffenger,  recommended  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Knowles ;  and  Mr.  Hughes  was  leaning  on  the  Gun 

on 

*  As  the  Lark  approached,  the  Warwick  wore,  and  laid  her 
Head  to  the  Northward. 
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bn  the  Quarter-Deck,  before  the  Steerage-Door.  As 
to  the  Condition  of  the  Rigging  and  Sails,  Captain 
Crookjhanks  had  caft  his  Eye  over  them  in  rowing  to  the 
Ship,  and  obferved  they  were  greatly  fhattered  :  But,  as 
he  found  a  profound  Quietnefs  on  Board,  it  more  readily 
induced  him  to  tell  Mr.  Hughes ,  “  that  he  was  fur- 
“  prized,  how  they  had  been  fo  hafty  in  firing  the  Gun 

at  Dawn  of  Day,  as  a  Signal  of  Dijlrefs  \  efpecially  as 
i(  he  could  not  difcern  they  had  made  the  leaft  Ufe  of 
««  their  Pumps.”  To  which  Mr.  Hughes  anfwered, 

6  4  *  he  knew  nothing  of  any  Gun  being  fred.  Phis  After  tion 
could  not  greatly  tend  to  make  Captain  Crookjhanks  con¬ 
ceive  a  very  favourable  Opinion  of  the  Veracity  of  Mr. 
Hughes’,  who,  in  this  very  fhort  Convention,  fuffici- 
ently  convinced  him  that  he  was  not  Deaf :  And  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  thought  it  next  to  impoffible,  that  Mr. 
Hughes  could  have  been  in  fo  profound  a  Sleep,  as  not 
to  be  awakened  by  a  Gun,  carrying  a  twenty-four  Pound 
Shot,  fired  juft  under  him.  Captain  Crookjhanks  then 
afked  Mr.  Hughes ,  <e  where  Captain  Erjkine  was  And 
he  told  him,  “  he  believed  he  was  a-fleep Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  upon  this,  paffed  without  further  Ceremony 
into  Captain  Erskine  s  Cabbin,  and  found  him  #  in 
Bed  ;  when  Captain  Crookjhanks  alfo  repeated  to  him, 
«  that  he  was  furprized  about  the  Haftinefs  of  firing  the 
“  Gun.”  Captain  Erjk  ine  admitted,  “  that  a  Gun 
“  was  fired ;  but  that  it  had  been  done  without  his  Orders .” 
Captain  Crookjhanks  now  could  not  fail  of  difcover- 
ing  this  Equivocation,  and  even  Malice,  of  Captain 

E  Erjkine, 

*  Upon  the  Arrival  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  at  Louijlurgh , 
Mr.  Johnfon,  a  Midfhipman  belonging  to  the  Lark,  and  Mr. 
William  Turner,  Captain  CrookjEanks's  own  Clerk,  being  in 
Converfation  With  Mr.  Webfier  a  Midfhipman  of  the  Warwick, 
and  Mr.  Otway  the  Captain’s  Clerk  of  that  Ship,  were  told  by 
them,  “  that  Mr.  Hughes  fired  the  Gun  himfelf.”  And  johnfon 
and  the  Clerk  informed  Captain  Crookjhanks  of  it  immediately, 
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Erjkine ,  who  had  fent  Mr.  Conolly  on  Purpofe  to  acquaint 

him  he  was  in  Dijlrefs . 

Captain  Crookjhanks  was  then  clear,  in  his  own  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  Captain  Erskine’s  Conduit,  in  tacking,  was 
unjuftifiable  j  and,  confequently,  that  he  had  the  Power 
of  fufpending  him :  But  Captain  Crookjhanks  could  not 
perfuade  himfelf  to  do  any  Thing  that  might  carry  the 
leaft  Appearance  of  taking  an  Advantage.  This  is  a 
Circumftance  neceflary  to  be  mentioned  here  ;  becaufe, 
even  the  Friends  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  have  cenfured 
him  for  this  Negleit  of  his  own  Security.  The  In¬ 
ference  that  his  Adverfaries  would  draw  from  thence, 
feems,  to  them,  vaftly  conclufive  :  They  fay,  <£  If  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  thought,  at  that  Time,  that  Captain 
Erskine  had  ailed  contrary  to  Difcipline,  or  any  Ways 
wrong ;  why  did  he  not  immediately  confine  him,  and 
form  a  regular  Complaint  againft  him  as  foon  as  he 
<c  could  ?”  To  which  it  is  anfwered,  “  That,  though 
“  Captain  Crookjhanks  certainly  might  have  confined 
4C  Captain  Erskine ,  it  would  have  been  treating  him  with 
“  the  greateft  Rigour ;  and  there  are  ftrong  Precedents 
i6i  to  juftify  the  Proceeding  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  on  this 
ct  Occafion :  But,  as  he  always  exprefled  an  Inclination 
“  to  have  the  whole  Affair  enquired  into  by  a  Court- 
“  Martial,  it  may  well  be  apprehended,  that  his  Lenity 
“  towards  Captain  Erskine ,  cannot  be  conftrued,  as 
“  intended,  with  any  finifter  View,  of  having  fuch  a 
Tranfadtion  hulhed,  or  partially  reprefented.,> 
Notwithftanding  the  pretended  Diftreffes,  and  wrecked 
Condition,  of  the  Warwick ;  Captain  Erskine  propofed  to 
Captain  Crookjhanks  “  to  give  him  Orders  to  go  to 
“  England ,  as  the  moft  expeditious  Method  of  repairing 
“  his  Ship  :  ”  But,  as  he  advanced  very  trifling 
Reafons  to  induce  Captain  Crookjhanks  to  take  fuch 
a  Refolution,  Captain  Crookfoanks  very  foon  finilh- 
ed  his  Converfation  with  him,  by  recommending  “  Dif- 
patch  in  giving  the  neceflary  Orders  to  fit  the 

“  Ship, 
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et  Ship,  fo  as  to  purfue  their  Voyage and,  to  that 
End,  he  fent  him  Carpenters,  and  all  other  Affiftance 
that  the  Lark  could  afford. 

It  was  then  about  ten  o’Clock  in  the  Morning  :  And, 
about  two  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Lark  began  to  make 
a  moderate  Sail,  and  purfue  her  Voyage,  in  Company 
with  the  Warwick ,  and  feven  Sail  of  the  Convoy. 

Captain  Crookjhanks ,  on  the  21ft  of  July,  wrote  the 
following  Orders  and  Letters  to  Captain  Erskine . 

<c  By  Captain  John  Crookjhanks ,  Commander  of 
his  Majefty’s  Ship  Lark  j 

YOU  are  hereby  required,  and  dire&ed,  as  foon  as 
1  (hall  hoift  a  Dutch  Jack  at  the  Mizen  Top  Maft- 
Head,  andjire  Two  Guns,  to  part  Company,  and  make 
the  bell  of  your  W ay  to  Louifburgh  ;  taking,  under  your 
Care  and  Protection,  the  Beaufort  Store-fhip,  and  Afon~ 
tagu  i  as  alfo  what  other  Ships  are  bound  to  that  Port. 
Upon  your  Arrival  there,  you  are  to  put  yourfelf  under 
the  Command  of  Commodore  Knowles ,  or  the  com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  on  that  Station; 
obferving  their  Diredtions  for  your  further  Proceedings. 
But,  if  you  don’t  meet  Commodore  Knowles  there,  or 
any  fenior  Officer  to  yourfelf  or  me,  you  are  then  to  ufe 
fuch  Meafures  as  may  be  requiftte  for  the  moft  fpeedy 
getting  his  Majefty’s  Ship,  under  your  Command,  ready 
and  fit  in  all  Refpedts  for  Sea  ;  waiting  my  Arrival  from 
Newfoundland ,  which  will  be  with  the  greateft  Expe¬ 
dition,  the  Winds,  and  Service  I  am  going  on,  will 
permit.  Given  under  my  Hand,  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
Ship  Lar^  at  Sea,  this  21ft  Day  of  July  1747. 

Signed, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS. 


To  Captain  Erlkine,  Commander  of  his  Majejlfs  Ship 

Warwick.” 


“  To 


<{  To  Captain  Erskine , 


Lark ,  21ft  J*/y  1747,  at  Sea. 


IF  you  don’t  meet  Commodore  Knowles  at  Louijburgb, 
or  any  fenior  Officer  to  you  or  me,  by  the  Time  the 
Warwick  is  ready  for  Sea ;  you  will  inform  yourfelf  of 
any  apparent  Reafon  there  may  be  for  your  cruifing  on 
that  Coaft  ;  and  leave  me  a  Rendezvous,  or  the  beft 
Information  you  can,  for  my  ready  joining  you:  And 
I  am  to  defire  you  will,  by  all  Opportunities,  tranfmit 
me  Accounts  of  your  Progrefs  to  St.  John’s  Harbour 
in  Newfoundland ;  and  I  will  fend  you  mine,  if  I  am  ne- 
ceflarily  detained  there  longer  than  I  have  now  Reaforr 
to  expert. 


Signed, 


I  am,  & c. 


JOHN  CROOKSHANKS.’ 


To  Captain  Erskine, 

Lark,  2 1  ft  July  1747,  at  Sea. 

SIR, 

UPON  your  Arrival  at  Louijburgh ,  you  will  deliver 
the  Packets  directed  for  Commodore  Knowles,  and 
the  feveral  others  herewith  fent  you  :  But,  if  you  fhould 
not  find  him  there,  you  will  take  fuch  Methods  as  you 
tnay  judge  proper  for  getting  them  quickeft  to  his  Hand, 

and  the  others  to  their  refpe&ive  Addrefles. 

♦ 

I  am,  &£. 


JOHN  CROOKSHANKS.” 


Captain 
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Captain  Crookjhanks  alfo  fent  the  following  Letter  by 
the  Warwick,  and  a  Duplicate  thereof  by  the  Montagu  : 

«  To  Charles  Knowles ,  Efq;  &c. 

SIR,  Lark ,  2i  ft  July ,  at  Sea, 

r 

AS  the  Warwick  has  fuftained  confiderable  Damage 
by  an  Engagement,  I  judged  it  for  the  Service  to 
give  Captain  Erskine  Orders  to  make  the  bell  of  his 
Way  to  Louijburgh  ;  which  I  hope  you  will  approve. 

I  Ihould,  at  every  Event,  make  Difpatch  to  get 
there,  after  having  complied  with  my  Orders  and  In- 
ftru&ions,  Copies  of  which  I  herewith  fend  you. 

As  our  Attempt  to  take  a  large  Ship  of  the  Enemy's 
was  attended  with  ill  Succefs ;  /  judge  it  mujl  necejfarily 
call  for  a  public  Enquiry  ;  and,  therefore,  if  in  Confe- 
quence  of  fuch  Orders  and  Inftrudtions,  I  Ihould  find 
myfelf  obliged  to  Hay  at  Newfoundland ,  I  am  to  hope 
the  Service  will  permit  you  to  fend  me  Orders,  to  join 
you  as  foon  as  pojfible. 

I  am,  &c. 

Signed, 

0  J.  CROOKSHAMK»S  ” 

Captain  Crookjhanks ,  on  the  20th  of  July ,  met  with  a 
fmall  Veflel  at  Sea,  bound  for  Lifbon ;  and  he  took  that 
Opportunity  of  writing  the  following  Letter,  which  he 
inclofed  open,  under  Cover  to  Abraham  Cajlres ,  Efqj  his 
Majefty's  Conful  at  the  Court  of  Portugal. 

cc  To  the  Honourable  Henry  Legge ,  Efq; 

SIR,  Lark ,  at  Sea,  the  20th  of  July  1 747. 

I  HAVE  juft  Time  to  give  you  an  Account,  by  a 
Ship  we  meet  at  Sea,  of  an  Engagement  with  a 
Spanijh  Man  of  War  ;  which,  by  all  we  could  judge, 

was  of  74  Guns.  As  we  had  the  Misfortune  to  lofe 

her. 
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her,  you  may,  perhaps,  have  the  Spanifh  Account  be¬ 
fore  ours :  And  it  may,  in  fome  Meafure,  fatisfy  your 
Curiofity  to  have  one  from  us  as  foon  as  poflible.  About 
Eleven  at  Night,  I  ran  a-long-fide  of  her,  as  near  as 
the  Wind  would  permit ;  and,  in  palling,  fired ;  hop¬ 
ing  thereby,  though  not  in  clofe  engaging  Diftance,  to 
embarrafs  her,  and  give  the  Warwick  the  furer  Chance 
of  fecuring  a  Station  on  her  Lee-Quarter  ;  defigning  to 
ftretch  a-head,  tack,  and  on  gaining  the  Wind,  lecure 
a  Station  on  her  oppofite  Bow  *.  But  the  Warwick 
tacking  on  her  Quarter,  and  then  a  fmall  Diftance 
a-ftern  of  us,  I  think  was  the  only  Means  of  deftroy- 
ing  my  Plan.  The  Spaniard  wore,  hawled  the  Wind 
for  a  very  fmall  Time,  and  edged  away  towards  the 
Warwick,  and  engaged}  by  which  Ihe  enlarged  her 
Diftance  from  us.  We  flood  after  them  immediately  : 
But,  by  having  little  Wind,  and  they  going  nearly  be¬ 
fore  it,  we  were  not  able  to  get  up,  to  fuftain  the  War¬ 
wick,  till  we  faw  them  draw  off*  from  each  other,  and 
the  Warwick’s  Main-Top-Maft  gone.  We  then  flood 
towards  the  Enemy,  propofing  to  have  engaged  her  at 
Day-light:  But,  on  the  Warwick’s  lying  with  her 
Head  from  us,  and  firing  a  Gun,  which  I  was  to  con¬ 
clude  a  Signal  of  Dijlrefs,  I  thought  it  indifpenfably 
my  Duty  to  quit  that  Defign }  making  the  beft  of  my 
Way  to  her  Afliftance,  and  to  colled:  the  Convoy. 

I  am,  &c. 

Signed, 

J.  CROOKSHANKS.” 

From 

*  By  this  Method,  it  would  have  been  next  to  impoflible 
for  the  Enemy  to  have  efcaped,  or  to  drag  the  Britijh  Ships 
farther  out  of  their  Way  :  But  he  mult  probably  have  begun 
to  fight  them  in  the  Morning,  in  the  Manner  that  Captain 
Crookfianks  Ihould  then  have  found  it  expedient  to  attack 
him. 
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From  this  Letter,  it  plainly  appears,  that  Captain 
Crook/hanks  has  not  varied  in  his  Sentiments,  relating  to 
the  whole  Tranfadlion ;  for  the  Letter  is  a  concife 
Defcription  of  that  Affair:  And  what  Captain  Crook - 
Jhanks  wrote  to  Mr.  Knowles  clearly  fhews,  how  deli* 
cately  he  atffed  with  RefpetSl  to  Captain  Erjkine  j  as  he 
was  not  only  unwilling  to  foreftal  any  Opinion  that 
might  prejudice  or  prepofTefs  People  againft  him  j  but, 
on  the  contrary,  was  determined  to  leave  every  Thing  to 
a  fair,  open,  and  impartial  Enquiry.  Captain  Crook - 
Jhanks ,  on  the  23d  of  July ,  fent  an  Officer  on  board  the 
Warwick ,  with  the  foregoing  Order,  Letters,  and 
Packets ;  by  whom  Captain  Erskine  acknowledged  the 
Receipt  thereof;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  informed 
Captain  Crook/hanks ,  tc  That  the  Warwick  was  in  all 
<c  Refpe&s  as  compleat  as  fhe  could  be  made  at  Sea, 
<c  and  believed  fhe  might  be  left  without  Hazard.’* 
Captain  Erskine  alfo  fent  a  MefTage  to  Major  Lawrence , 
Captain  Cotterell ,  Captain  Wynch ,  and  Mr.  Mauger ; 
inviting  them  to  go  on  board  his  Ship  for  Loui/burgh, 
whither  they  were  deftined.  They  gratefully  accepted 
his  Offer ;  and  Captain  Crook/hanks  fent  word  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Erskine ,  tc  That  he  would  put  them  on  board  the 
<c  Warwick ,  before  he  made  the  Signal  for  his  Separa- 
«  tion.” 

On  the  25th  of  July,  the  Montagu  Bilander ,  at  the 
Mailer’s  Requeft,  and  with  the  Confent  of  Captain 
Crook/hanks ,  parted  Company,  to  make  the  belt  of  her 
Way  to  Louifburgh ;  and  Captain  Erskine  feized  that 
Opportunity  of  fending  away  Lieutenant  Hughes,  in  a 
clande/line  Manner ,  with  a  Complaint  again/l  his  command¬ 
ing  Officer  to  Commodore  Knowles ;  the  Particulars  of 
which  will  appear  in  courfe  of  Date :  And  he  alfo  for¬ 
warded  his  Narrative  of  the  whole  Tranfa&ion  of  the 
two  Days  Chace. 


Nothing 
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Nothing  remarkable  occurred  till  Friday  the  7  th  of 
Augujl  j  when,  at  about  Ten  o’Clock  in  the  Morning, 
they  had  fqually  rainy  Weather  ;  and,  as  the  Warwick  was 
too  far  to  windward  of  the  Lark ,  Captain  Crook - 
Jhanksmade  a  Signal ,  *  and  fired  three  Guns  at  Diftances 
of  Time,  for  Captain  Erskine  to  bear  down ,  and  come 
nearer  him :  But  no  Regard  was  paid  to  this  Signal , 
though  it  could  not  fail  of  being  obferved ;  and  the 
Weather  growing  worfe,  the  Lark  entirely  loft  Sight  of 
the  Warwick  towards  the  Evening.  Captain  Erfkine 
can  beft  tell,  whether  or  no  he  contrived  to  part  Com¬ 
pany  with  his  commanding  Officer  in  this  unjuftifiable 
Manner:  But  this  is  certain,  that  he  feparated  from 
Captain  Crookjhanks ,  without  waiting  for  the  Signal 
mentioned  in  his  Order  to  him ;  and  that  he  did  not 
ftay  to  take  on  board,  the  very  Gentlemen  to  whom  he 
himfelf  had  offered  a  Paffage  to  Louijburgh.  His  Con- 
dudl,  therefore,  with  Refpedt  to  his  Separation,  feems 
extremely  fufpicious  j  as  if  he  intended  to  take  the  beft 
Opportunity  he  could  to  clear  up  his  own  Character,  be¬ 
fore  it  could  be  impeached  by  his  commanding  Officer. 
f  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  on  the  13th  of  Augujl ,  arrived 
at  St.  Johns  Harbour  in  Newfoundland,  where  he 
found  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Panther ,  commanded  by 
Captain  Wickham,  with  whom  he  immediately  concerted 
Meafures,  in  confequence  of  his  Orders  and  Inftru&ions 
from  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  and 
was  actually  preparing  to  put  thofe  Meafures  in  Execu¬ 
tion  ;  when,  on  the  19th  of  Augujl  y  he  received  the 
following  Order  and  Letter  from  Commodore  Knowles. 


#  See  Page  27.  1.  14. 
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'‘  By  Charles  Knowles,  Efq;  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  on  the  Nerih- 
America  Station,  and  Governor  of  Cafe- 
Breton . 

'Y’OU  are  hereby  required;  and  directed,  to  put 
i  yourfelf  under  my  Command  ;  and  obey  all  fuch 
Orders  as  you  fhalJ,  from  Time  to  Time,  receive  from 
rne  j  fpr  which  this  fhall  be  your  Warrant.  Given  un¬ 
der  my  Hand,  on  board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Norwich ,  in 
Lmlfburgh  Harbour,  this  14th  Day  of  Augujl ,  1747. 

Signed, 

CHARLES  KNOWLES* 

To  Captain  Crookfhanks,  of  his  Majejiy's  Ship  Lark. 

By  Command  of  the  Commodore, 

ROBERT  KIRKE.” 

..  <C  S  1  Louijburgh,  Augujl  15,  174.7. 

1HAVE  received  your  Letter,  of  the  21ft  of 

inclofing  me  a  Copy  of  your  Orders  from  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty :  And,  as  I  have  a  Complaint  againft 
you,  from  Captain  Ermine ,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  War* 
wick,  for  not  affifting  him  in  an  Engagement  with  a 
Spanijh  Man  of  War,  whereby  fhe  efcaped  j  you  are, 
therefore,  immediately,  upon  Receipt  of  this,  to  re¬ 
pair  here,  and  anfwer  the  fame  at  a  Court-Martial  j 
which  1  truly  ivijh  you  may  be  able  to  do. 

I  am  SIR, 

Tour  moft  humble  Servant, 
CHARLES  KNOWLES, 

Te  Captain  Crookfhanks.” 

F 


Captain 


cc 
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Captain  Crookjhanks ,  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Orders, 
prepared  for  his  Departure  with  the  utmoft  Expedition. 
He  failed  the  27th  of  Auguji,  and  arrived  at  Louijburgh 
on  the  4th  of  September ;  when  he  went  immediately  on 
Shore,  and  waited  upon  Commodore  Knowles ,  who 
received  him  with  great  Politenefs  and  Civility.  The 
Commodore  was  then  in  Company  with  feveral  Officers, 
and  defired  to  fpeak  with  Captain  Crookjhanks  in  his 
Apartment:  But,  as  they  entered  the  Room  at  one 
Door,  Captain  Erskine  made  his  Appearance  at  another } 
and  Mr.  Knowles  opened  the  Converfation,  by  declar¬ 
ing,  “  the  high  Regard  he  always  had  for  Captain 
Crookjhanks ;  and  that  he  was  the  laft  Man  he  fhould 
<c  fufpeft  to  be  charged  with  behaving  in  the  Manner 
«  that  Captain  Erskine  had  exhibited  to  him.”  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  anfwered,  “  that  he  was  extremely 
obliged  to  him  for  his  kind  Expreffions :  But  that  he 
thought  himfelf  fufficiently  able  to  prove  very  un¬ 
warrantable  Behaviour  againft  Captain  Erskine  j  and 
that,  if  the  Ship  was  to  be  taken,  he  was  confident 
<c  the  ill  Succefs  would  appear  to  be  owing  to  his  Mif- 
“  management.”  In  the  Courfe  of  their  Conference, 
the  Commodore  affirmed,  with  great  Warmth,  “  that, 
“  if  he  had  had  the  Command  of  the  Warwick  and  Lark, 
“  he  would  certainly  have  taken  the  Spanifh  Ship.”  T  o 
which  Captain  Crookjhanks  anfwered,  u  that,  though  he 
“  might  readily  yield  to  him  in  Point  of  Skill  and  Judg- 
<<  ment,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  of  himfelf,  that  no 

Man  furpafled  him,  in  Zeal  and  Difpofition,  for  the 
“  Honour  and  Good  of  his  Majefty’s  Service.” 

Commodore  Knowles  was  lo  free  as  to  acquaint  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  “  that  he  had  already  fent  his  Opinion 
“of  this  Tranfadtion  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  and  to 
14  Lord  Anfon  Which  was  formed  upon  the  fingle 
Authority  oi  the  Account  brought  and  given  by  Mr. 

Hughes , 
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Hughs,  who  arrived  at  Louifiurgh,  in  the  Montagu  Bi- 
lander ,  on  the  9th  of  Augujl ,  nine  Days  before  the 
Arrival  of  the  Warwick.  The  Commodore  gave  fuch 
an  Opinion,  without  waiting  to  know  what  Captain 
Crookjhanhs  could  fay  in  his  own  Behalf:  And,  towards 
the  clofe  of  this  Interview,  he  intimated  “  a  Concern 
at  the  Neceflity  he  found  himfelf  under  of  fufpending 
“  Captain  Crookjbanks  who  expreffed  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  to  fhew,  i{  that  he  was  perfectly  ealy  as  to 
“  his  own  Conduit  ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  Satis- 
“  faition  to  him,  to  have  the  whole  Affair  enquired 
“  into  by  a  Court-Martial,  as  foon  as  might  be  conve- 
<c  nient.”  Commodore  Knowles  then  told  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks,  that  «  he  fhould  be  tried  by  Commodore  Ed- 
“  ward Legge*  who  then  commanded  a  Squadron  ftationed 
<c  off  the  Leeward- IJlands ,  whither  he  was  foon  going.” 
The  Converfation  being  almoft  exhaufted,  Captain 
Crookjbanks  took  that  Opportunity  of  delivering  to  the 
Commodore  a  Letter  of  that  Day,  which  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  to  acknowledge  «  the  Receipt  of  his  Order  and 
“  Letter  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  Augujl-,  and  to  repre- 
fent,  that,  by  his  Letter  to  the  Commodore  of  the 
“  21ft  of  July,  it  might  be  eafily  perceived  how  ten'der 
‘c  he  was  in  making  the  firft  Complaint  j  as  he  thereby 
“  endeavoured  to  avoid  all  Sufpicion  of  the  leaft  finifter 
«  Art,  in  foreclofxng  any  Evidence  that  Captain  Erskine 
“  could  give,  in  Cafe  the  whole  or  any  Part  of  the 
“  Trial  was  to  fall  on  himfelf:  But,  at  the  fame  Time, 
«  Captain  Crookjbanks  declared,  that  bis  Defence  would 
“  greatly  confijl  in  charging  Captain  Erfkine  with  dif obedient 
“  and  unwarrantable  Behaviour  A 

The  Commodore  read  that  Letter;  but  did  notvouch- 
fafe  to  give  any  Anfwer ;  upon  which.  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks  took  his  Leave,  and  returned  to  the  Lark.  The 
next  Day,  Mr.  Knowles  came  on  board  the  Lark ,  fuf- 
pended  Captain  Crookjbanks ,  and  gave  the  Command 
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of  his  Ship  to  Lieutenant  Hughs,  without  any  othe* 
Form. 

Captain  Crookjhanks ,  on  the  9th  of  September ,  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  Letter,  which  was  dated  the  4th, 
being  the  Day  of  his  Arrival  at  Louifburgh ,  and  confe- 
quently  was  delayed  five  Days. 

<e  SIR,  Louifburgh ,  Sept.  4,  1747. 

CAPTAIN  Erfkine ,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  th$ 
Warwick ,  having  made  a  Complaint  againft  you, 
to  Commodore  Knowles ,  for  not  aftifting  him  in  the 
Manner  you  might  have  done,  in  the  late  Engagement 
with  one  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships :  I,  therefore,  fend  you 
an  attefted  Copy  of  his  Complaint,  which  you  have 
here  inclofed,  that  you  may  prepare  for  your  Defence , 
when  a  fufficient  Number  of  Captains  can  be  aflembled 
to  compofe  a  Court-Martial.  I  Jhall  fend  you  Copies  of 
the  feveral  Depofitions  when  colle died. 

And  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 
ROBERT  KIRKE, 

Deputy  Judge- Advocate. 

* 

To  Captain  Crookfhanks. 

The  following  is  an  exa£t  Copy  of  the  Complaint 
mentioned  in  the  preceeding  Letter. 

<c  Complaint  againft  Captain  John  Crookjhanks , 
Commander  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Lark  \  by 
“  Captain  Robert  Erfkine ,  of  the  Warwick. 

“  That,  after  the  Chace  of  about  forty  Hours  of  a 
“  large  Ship,  in  the  Latitude  40.  38.  and  Longitude 
tl  from  the  Lizard  21.  22.  Weft,  by  his  Majefty’s 

“  Ship 
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“  Ship  Lark ,  in  Company  with  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the 
“  kV irwick  *,  both  Ships  got  a-breaji ,  and  to  Leeward , 
“  about  a  f  Mile  of  the  faid  Chace. 

(t  That  his  Majelty’s  Ship  the  Lark  began  the  Attack, 
<c  (but  not  in  point  blank  Shot)  by  the  Difcharge  of  her 
“  Larboard  Broad-hde  ;  and  received  the  Enemy’s  Fire : 
“  the  Warwick,  being  +  judged  to  be  at  an  improper 
“  Dijlance,  ||  Jbe  tacked  j  and  in  ten  Minutes ,  came  to 
“  §  clofe  Engagement . 

“  That 

*  The  Polition  of  kthe  three  Ships  at  firft  coming  up,  at 
half  part  Ten,  near  Eleven  at  Night,  is  proved  to  be  as 
defcribed  in  the  Plan,  and  not  as  here  fet  forth. 

t  The  Ships  are  laid  down  in  the  Plan  at  500  Yards  Dif- 
tance  ;  in  order  more  ftrongly  to  afcertain,  and  prove,  a 
Period  of  Time  :  But  the  Witneffes,  who  were  on  board  the 
Lark,  have  given  their  pofitive  Opinion,  upon  Oath,  that 
340  or  350  Yards  was  the  utmoft  Diftance.  One  Witnefs, 
only,  affirms  it  to  be  between  4  and  500  Yards ;  and  it  is 
well  known,  that  440  Yards,  or  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  is 
point  blank  Cannon  Shot. 

X  What  Right  could  Captain  Erjkine  have,  to  judge  for 
himfelf  in  fo  important  a  Step  ;  he  being  junior  Officer,  and 
fpbjeft  to  the  Orders  pf  Captain  Crookjhanks  ? 

j|  The  Lark  and  Warwick  approached  the  Enemy  on  the 
Larboard  Tack,  handing  to  the  South  Eaftward,  when 
*'  the  Warwick  tacked .”  She  then  tacked  again  to  the 
South-Eaftward  j  by  which  Means  the  Enemy  met  the  War¬ 
wick,  who  then  wore.  They  then  joined,  and  failed, 
engaging  with  their  Heads  to  the  Northward.  It  therefore 
appears,  that  two  T  ackings,  and  one  Wearing,  were  per¬ 
formed  “  in  ten  Minutes.”  An  Inftance  of  fuch  expedi¬ 
tious  Working,  that  the  bell  manned  Ship  is  incapable  of 
executing. 

§  Could  they  come  to  clofe  Engagement  in  ten  Minutes,  from 
being  at  about  one  Mile  Diftance  ?  In  that  Cafe,  if.  one  Ship 
had  been  at  an  Anchor,  the  other  muft  have  failed  upon  a 

direft 
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That  the  Lark  did  not  return  to  the  Charge,  to 
<{  fupport  the  Warwick  then  engaging ;  which  (he  might, 

<c  and  was  her  Duty  to  have  done :  But,  on  the  con- 
traiy,  file  run  from  the  Enemy,  and  never  returned 
<c  to  the  Afiiftance  of  the  Warwick ,  during  any  part  of 
“  the  Engagement,  which  lafted  from  Eleven  at  Night, 

<c  till  Three  in  the  Morning  the  16th  Injiant ;  at  which 
*(  Time,  the  Enemy  made  her  Efcape,  by  the  Diftrefs 
of  the  Warwick  in  her  Sails,  Rigging,  and  Malls. 

“R.  ERSKINE. 

i{  Dated  on  board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  War -  * 
<e  wick ,  in  Louifburgh  Harbour,  Augujl  18, 

“  I747*” 

£t  A  Copy, 

<c  ROBERT  KIRKE.’” 

The  Realon  for  introducing  the  above  Complaint,  in 
this  Place,  is  chiefly  to  preferve  the  Order  of  Dates, 
and  to  (hew  the  Time  when  Captain  CYookfhanh  was 
furniflied  with  a  Copy  of  it :  Therefore,  it  is  proper 
duly  to  make  fome  fhort  Notes  ;  and  to  refer  the  Reader, 
for  a  more  regular  Confutation,  to  what  has  already 
advanced,  and  to  what  will  be  diftindlly  fet  forth  here¬ 
after  j  when  the  judicial  Proceedings  are  related. 

However, 

direft  Courfe,  at  the  Rate  of  fix  Miles  an  Hour  to  clofe  her : 
For  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  the  Warwick  increafed  the 
Diitance,  by  tacking  to  the  Northward ;  and,  as  fhe  had 
the  fame  Quantity  or  Force  of  Wind  as  the  Lark,  a  Judg¬ 
ment  may  be  formed  of  her  going  by  the  Lark's  Logg- 
Book,  where  it  appears,  that,  “  at  Ten  at  Night,  fhe  went 
“  at  the  Rate  of  four  Knots,  five  Fathoms,  per  Hour ;  at 
“  Eleven,  three  Knots,  two  Fathoms  ;  at  Twelve,  two 
Knots :  And,  as  the  failing  of  the  three  Ships  was  nearly 
“  equal,  the  Abfurdity  and  Falfity  of  coming  to  a  clofe 
Engagement,  in  ten  Minutes ,  are  manifell.” 
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However,  it  may  not  be  conftrued  as  Prolixity,  to 
make  this  fingle  and  plain  Obfervation.  The  whole 
Purport  and  Strefs  of  the  Charge  confifts  in  a  malicious 
Infinuation,  that  Captain  Crook/hanks  was  either  guilty  of 
Cowardice ,  or  want  of  Zeal ;  fince  Captain  Erfkine  ex¬ 
prefly  aflerts,  that  Captain  Crook/hanks ,  run  from  the 
“  Enemy ,  and  never  returned  to  his  Ajfifance.”  To  this 
cruel  Afperflon,  it  is  only  neceflary  to  inform  the 
Reader,  that  he  will  find  an  unanimous  Refolve  of  the 
Court-Martial ,  by  which ,  «  they  acquit  Captain  Crook- 
<c  flunks  of  the  Sufpicion  of  Cowardice ,  Difaffeftion ,  or 
<c  warit  of  Zeal.” 

Captain  Crook/hanks,  on  the  9th  of  September ,  the  very 
Day  he  received  a  Copy  of  the  Charge  againft  him,  wrote 
a  Letter  to  Commodore  Knowles ;  of  which  the  following 
is  an  Extract : 

“  As  Major  Lawrence ,  Captains  Wynch  and  Cotter  ell, 
<c  und  Mr.  Jo/hua  Manger,  were  Paflengers  on  Board 
“  the  Lark ,  at  the  Time  of  engaging  a  fuppofed  Spani/h 
“  Man  of  War :  And,  as  I  am  informed,  the  Time  of 
the  Lark's  Stay  in  this  Harbour  will  be  fhort,  it  en- 
“  gages  me  to  requeft  of  you,  that  their  Depofitions 
“  may  be  taken ;  and  that  fuch  Means  may  be  ufed,  as 
“  you  judge  proper  to  dirndl,  to  make  them ,  to  all 
“  Intents  and  Purpofes ,  a  Viva  Voce  Evidence ;  as  the  Na- 
“  ture  of  their  Duty,  and  the  neceflary  required  Service 
“  of  the  Ship,  may  keep  us  afunder,  when  the  Trial 
<c  comes  on.  I  beg  Leave  toobferve  to  you,  that  thofe 
“  Gentlemen  could  be  but  very  little  interefted,  either 
in  Point  of  Honour  or  Profit,  in  taking,  or  not  taking, 
“  a  rich  Prize  $  and  the  only  Connexion,  and  Attach- 
<c  ment,  they  can  have  to  me,  is  that  which  may  arife 
“  from  having,  in  the  Duty  of  a  Gentleman,  fliewn 
“  them  the  few  little  Civilities  in  my  Power,  whilft 
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*4  they  remained  on  Board  the  Ship  I  commanded^ 
“  The  Inferences  I  could  draw  from  this,  I  do  not 
44  prefume  to  trouble  you  with :  But  continue  to  beg 
44  that  their  Depolitions  may  be  taken ;  and  that  they 
44  may  be  queftioned  diftindtly,  and  particularly,  with 
44  Regard  to  D  [fiances ,  Length ,  and  Periods  of  Time  ;  what 
44  Orders  they  heard  me  give,  and  what  Replies  were  made 
44  to  me,  upon  Opinions  that  I  ajked  from  Officers ,  either 
44  feparately,  or  together *” 

Captain  Crookjhanks  obtained  no  Anfwer  from  Com¬ 
modore  Knowles:  But  thofe  Depofitions  were  taken. 
Though  the  Deputy  Judge  -  Advocate,  who  was  the 
Commodore’s  Secretary,  had  promifed,  by  his  Letter  of 
the  4th  of  September ,  above  recited,  that  he  would  fend 
Captain  Crookjhanks  Copies  of  all  Depoftions ;  yet  he  did 
not  furnifh  him  with  any  :  And,  what  was  ftill  a  greater 
Hardfhip,  the  Depofitions  of  thofe  Gentlemen  were  not 
produced  in  Court,  as  not  being  Viva  Voce  Evidence  j 
and  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  eOnfequently  deprived  of 
the  Advantage  that  would  naturally  refult  to  his  Caufe 
from  thofe  Depofitions.  However,  he  afterwards  re¬ 
ceived  the  entire  Senfe,  Meaning,  and  Purport  of  them, 
from  the  Gentlemen  themfelves,  duly  legalized  before 
Peregrine  Hopfon ,  Efq;  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Com¬ 
mandant  of  Loiiifburgh. 

The  following  Letter  clearly  fhews  how  defirous  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  was  to  have  a  clofe  Examination,  at 
his  Trial,  of  as  many  Witnelfes,  from  both  Ships,  as 
the  Service  might  admit. 

44  To  Charles  Knoivles ,  Efq;  &c. 

Lark ,  in  Louifburgh  Harbour, 
SIR,  ioth  of  September,  1747. 

FINDING  Ml'.  Hugh  Hargroves,  late  Gunner  of 
the  Lark ,  has  delivered  you  a  Petition,  fetting 
forth  fome  Inconveniences  that  he  fuffers  from  a  Shot- 

wound 
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Wound  in  his  Leg  or  Thigh  j  therefore,  praying  your 
Leave  to  quit :  And  you  having  been  pleafed  to  appoint 
another  in  his  Room,  it  lays  me  under  a  Neceffity  of 
defiring  you  to  ufe  your  Authority  in  retaining  the  faid 
Hargroves  till  my  Trial  is  over;  as,  from  the  Nature 
of  his  Office,  his  Evidence  muft  be  material,  either 
againft,  or  for  me,  as  it  may  happen. 

I  beg  Leave  to  think  it  of  the  utmoft  Confequence, 
that  *  every  Perfon  that  was  in  this  Ship  and  the  War¬ 
wick  in  the  Tune  of  the  Aft  ion,  Jhould  be  kept  together 
as  much  as  the  Service  will  admit  of,  till  the  Trial  is 
over;  which  is  always  fubmitted  to  your  Judgment. 

I  am,  &c.” 

On  the  nth  of  September ,  the  Canterbury ,  Captain 
Hoare ,  arrived  at  Louijburgh.  And,  on  the  14th,  Mr. 
Knowles  hoifted  his  Broad-Pendant  on  Board  that  Ship  ; 
when,  as  Captain  Hoare  had  obtained  Leave  to  quit  and 
return  to  England ,  the  Commodore  appointed  Captain 
Erjkine  to  be  Captain  of  the  Canterbury  under  him ; 
and  gave  an  Order  to  a  Lieutenant  to  command  the 
Warwick  pro  Tempore  :  Which  Ihould  be  regarded  as  an 
extraordinary  Step  at  fuch  a  Juncture;  or  rather  as  an 
Inftance  of  fuch  Partiality  as  he  publickly  manifefted, 
fcy  going  on  Board  the  Warwick  the  next  Day,  after  her 

G  Arrival 

*  Captain  Crookjhanks,  upon  his  Arrival  at  Louijburgh,  was 
privately  informed,  that  the  Firft  Lieutenant  and  Boatfwain 
of  the  Warwick  had  been  discharged,  and  fent  away  in  the 
Norwich,  before  he  arrived  j  which  he  could  not  confider  as 
a  trifling  Circumftance ;  becaufe  the  Evidence  of  fuch 
Officers  might  be  very  material,  either  to  fupport  or  con¬ 
demn  their  Captain’s  Conduct,  if  their  own  was  clear. 
This  occafioned  the  earnelt  Requefl:  in  this  Application  to 
the  Commodore,  that  every  Perfon  belonging  to  both  Ships 
might  be  kept  together  till  the  Trial  was  over. 
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Arrival  at  Louijburgh ,  and  thanking  the  Officers  and  Men 
for  their  gallant  Behaviour  in  the  A&ion ;  adding,  that 
“  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  Lark’s  Company  would 
“  have  behaved  as  well,  had  their  Captain  led  them  to 
“  the  Engagement.” 

On  the  loth  of  September ,  Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote 
the  following  Letter  to  Commodore  Knowles  ; 

“SIR, 

AS,  by  being  long  at  Sea,  without  Intermiffion* 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War,  with  an  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  much  longer,  I  have  been  a  good  deal 
plagued  with  the  Scurvy,  keeping  it  under  latterly  only 
by  Art  and  Medicine;  this  induces  me  to  beg  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  you,  to  give  me  Leave  to  lie  a-Shore,  while 
the  Ship  remains  at  Newfoundland ,  to  take  the  Advantage 
of  walkings  and  fuch  Exercife  as  I  can  ben  eft  my f elf  by 
there :  And  I  hope  you  will  confide  in  me  fo  far,  as  to 
believe  I  will  do  nothing  that  is  indifcreet,  if  this  In¬ 
dulgence  can  be  granted  me.  I  fhould  do  Injury  to  my 
owp  Judgment,  in  thinking  Mr.  Hughes  won’t  Ihew 
every  Civility  in  his  Power  :  But,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  Caution 
may  preclude  his  Inclination. 

I  am,  &c.” 

This  Requeft  was  granted  :  But  it  will  very  foon 
appear,  that  the  moft  bafe  and  cruel  Inferences  were 
deduced  from  this  Incident ;  and  that  it  gave  Occafion 
to  a  moft  vile  Report  being  induftrioufly  propagated  to 
the  Difadvantage  of  Captain  Crookjhanks . 

On  the  14th  of  September ,  the  Lark  failed  from 
Louijburgh ,  and  arrived  at  Newfoundland  on  the  21ft  ; 
where  fhe  found  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Norwich ,  Captain 
Lett ,  who  came  laft  from  Louijburgh. 

Captain  Crookjhanks  went  a-Shore,  in  Confequence  of 
the  Commodore’s  Permiffion  :  But  was  very  foon  credi¬ 
bly 


[  43  ] 

bly  informed,  by  Perfons  of  undoubted  Veracity,  that 
Lieutenant  Hughes  had  confidently  aflerted,  ««  That  tht 
<c  Commodore  was  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  bad  Be - 
“  haviour  of  Captain  Crookfhanks,  that  he  had  granted 
“  hls  RequeJ  of  going  a-Shore ,  as  the  EJfeR  oj  his  Com - 
“  paffion,  to  give  him  an  Opportunity  of  efcaping,  and 
<c  faving  his  Life.” 

Captain  Crookjhanks ,  on  the  29th  of  September ,  failed 
in  the  Lark  from  Newfoundland \  and  arrived  the  ioth 
of  Oitober  at  Bojlon  in  New-England ,  where  they  joined 
Mr.  Knowles ,  who  had  his  Pendant  on  Board  the  Gra- 
terbury ,  the  /F itrewVi  Captain  /ww,  the  Aldborough  Cap¬ 
tain  Darby,  the  Achilles  Captain  Blyke,  the  Fowey  Captain 
Taylor ,  and  the  Commet  -  Bomb  Captain  Leaver. 

As  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  conftantly  a-Shore  at 
Weymouth ,  about  fifteen  Miles  from  the  City  of  Bojlon, 
the  fame  malicious  Infinuations  prevailed  there  as  at 
Newfoundland,  relating  to  his  Intention  of  making  his 
Efcape  :  And  many  Calumnies  were  thrown  out,  by 
Captain  Erjkine,  and  others,  to  blaft  his  Chara&er,  and 
prejudice  the  Minds  of  People  againft  him  ;  the  Parti¬ 
culars  whereof  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate.  * 
Lieutenant  Cleland ,  whom  Captain  Crookjhanks  had 
left  at  Newfoundland  on  his  firft  Arrival  there,  was 
at  this  Time  ^X^-Bojl on  ;  and  Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote 
the  following  Letter  to  the  Commodore,  defiring  that 
his  Depofition  might  be  taken. 

“  To  Charles  Knowles ,  Efq;  &c. 

Lark ,  in  Nantajket  Road,  Bojlon 
S  I  Harbour,  November  26,  1747. 

AS  Lieutenant  l Villi  am  Cleland ,  of  an  independant 
Company  at  New-Tork ,  but  now  in  Bojlon ,  was- 
on  board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Lark ,  under  my  Command, 
when  we  began  to  attack  a  large  Ship  of  the  Enemy’s, 

G  2  fuppofed 
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fuppoftd  a  Spaniard:  And,  as  he  was  on  this  Ships 
Quarter-Deck,  moft,  if  not  the  whole  Time  of  the 
Warwick' s  engaging,  he  mull,  I  believe,  know,  and  be 
able  to  judge,  of  many  Circumftances  not  the  leaft  de¬ 
pending  on  Sea  Skill.  I  am,  therefore,  to  defire,  (in 
order  that  I  may  be  as  well  enabled  as  poffible,  not  only 
to  defend  myfelf  from  the  Charge  formally  given  tq  you 
againft  me,  but  alfo  to  clear  up  many  Afperfions  unge- 
neroufly  caft  on  me)  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  direct 
the  Judge-Advocate  to  take  the  Depofition  of  Mr. 
Cleland ;  and  alfo  that  he  may  be  examined  particularly, 
and  diftindlly,  with  regard  to  pofitions,  diftances,  length 
and  periods  of  Time,  what  Orders  he  heard  me  give, 
and  what  Replies  were  made  to  me,  upon  Opinions  that 
I  afked  from  Officers,  either  feparately  or  together: 
And  that  you  will  alfo  direct  fuch  Methods  to  be  taken, 
as  may  be  proper,  to  make  the  Depofition  to  all  Intents 
and  Purpofes  a  viva  voce  Evidence  j  as  his  Duty  may 
not  admit  his  attending  the  T rial. 

I  am,  &c. 

c  J.  CROOKSHANKS* 

Mr.  Knowles  fent  no  Anfwer  to  this  Requeft;  but 
Captain  Crookjhanks  received  the  following  Letter  from 
the  Deputy  judge- Advocate. 

<c  To  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

Canterbury ,  in  Nantajket  Road, 
SIR,  November  26,  1747. 

THE  Commodore  having  communicated  to  me ,  your 
Letter  of  this  Day’s  Date  ;  in  Anfwer  thereto, 
I  beg  Leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  don’t  find,  by  my 
Warrant,  I  have  any  Authority  out  of  the  Squadron: 
Therefore,  if  you  can  prevail  on  Mr.  Cleland  to  come 
on  board  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships,  I  fhall  be  at  all 

Times 
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Times  ready  to  take  his,  or  any  other  Gentleman’s 
Depofition.  I  am  apprehenfive,  if  Mr.  CfcW  cannot 
come  hither,  if  he  goes  to  any  of  the  Notary  Publics, 
and  makes  a  Depofition,  and  tranfmits  it  to  me,  it  will 
be  ADMITTED  ON  YOUR  TRIAD  : 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  KIRKE, 

'  Deputy  Judge-Advocate. 


In  Confequence  of  Mr.  Kirk’ s  Advice,  Mr.  Cleland 
went  on  board  the  Canterbury  in  Nantafiet  Road,  and 
gave  in  his  Depofition:  But,  though  the  Deputy '  Judge- 
Advocate  was  of  Opinion,  that  even  a  Depofition  be 
fore  any  Notary  would  be  admitted  at  the  Trial,  the 
Event  (hewed,  that,  mtwithjlanding  this  Depofition  was 
taken  by  Mr.  KIRKE  himself,  if  was  not 
produced  at  the  Trial,  as  not  being  a  viva  voce  .evi¬ 
dence  •  bv  which  Means  Captain  Crookjhanks .was  to¬ 
tally  deprived  of  the  Advantages  his  Caufe  might  have 

gained  by  this  Depofition. 

Such  a  Proceeding  fufficiently  demonftrates  how  igno¬ 
rant  Mr.  Kirke  was  of  the  Nature  of  Courts  Martial, 
and  the  Duty  of  his  Office.  Nor  can  ,t  well  be  thought 
that  the  Commodore  himfelf  was  more  enlightened; 
becaufe  as  he  communicated  the  Letter  fent  by  Captain 
Crookjhanks  to  his  Secretary,  the  Deputy  Judge-Advo- 
vate,  it  is  natural  .o  fuppofe  the  latter  had  the  fame 
Complaifance,  in  (hewing  Mr.  Met ^what  he  wrote 
to  Captain  Crookjbanks  in  Anfwer.  What  ((ill  rendered 
this  Difappointment  at  the  Trial,  a  greater  Hardlhip 
was,  that,  notwithftanding  none  of  the  Depofmons  of 
the  Perfons  not  appearing  at  the  Trial  were  produced, 
a,  very  long  Depofition  of  Captain  Erjkrn  was  publicly 
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READ  in  Court ,  though  he  was  not  present.  It 
may  indeed  be  faid,  that  it  could  be  of  no  Validity,  as 
not  being  a  viva  voce  Evidence :  But  then,  to  what'  Pur- 
pofe  was  it  read,  except  it  was  with  a  Defign  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  Court  and  Audience  againft  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks  ? 

On  the  30th  of  November ,  the  Canterbury ,  Warwick, 
Fowey,  Aldborough,  Achilles,  and  Lark,  failed  from  Bofion, 
and  arrived,  on  the  28th  of  December,  at  Barbadoes, 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  Mary  Galley,  Captain 
erwanton,  the  Portmahon ,  and  Porcupine  Sloop  of  War. 
rhey  were  informed  that  Commodore  Legge  was  dead; 
y  which  the  Squadron,  late  under  his  Command  off 
Martmico,  devolved  to  Captain  Pocock ;  and,  on  the 

3d  °f  January  in8,  Mr.  Knowles,  in  the  Canterbury, 
with  all  the  Ships  above  mentioned,  failed  from  Barba- 
does.  The  next  Day,  at  five  in  the  Afternoon,  they 
got  near  in  off  Fort-Royal,  on  the  Ifland  of  Martinico  : 
And,  on  the  6th,  at  four  in  the  Afternoon,  being  then 
in  ight  of  the  Ifland,  they  were  joined  by  Mr.  Pocock* s 
Squadron,  which  confifted  of  the  following  Ships. 


The  Captain , 

TThe  Drag  on. 

The  Sunderland, 
The  Sutherland, 

The  Dreadnought , 
And  Ludlow-Cajlle, 


-  Captain  Pocock, 

-  Capt.  Frankland, 
Capt.  Cornwall, 

•  Capt.  Pallifer , 


.  Thefe 
Capt,  Broderick,  /  joined 

Capt.  Piggot.  >*em  °n 

1  January 
’the  7th. 


Captain  Crookjhanks  was  ft  ill  on  board  the  Lark :  and 
in  their  Paiiage  from  Barbadoes  to  Martinico ,  confidered 
that  they  would  foon  have  more  than  a  fufficient  Num¬ 
ber  oi  Captains  to  form  a  Court-Martial :  But  he  ob- 
erved,  that  no  Difpofitions  were  made  towards  bringing 

C  ria  ’  nor  any  Intimation  given  him  relatino- 
thereto ;  though  they  had  been  four  Weeks  in  their 

*  Paffage 


curred  that  might  hinder  the  taking  of  Depofttions. 
He  therefore  thought  it  expedient  to  exprefs  his  Deftre 
to  have  fuch  a  Court  convened  as  foon  as  poflible  $ 
and,  for  that  Purpofe,  on  the  3d  of  January ,  he  wrote 
a  Letter  to  Robert  Kirke ,  Efq;  Deputy  Judge- Advocate, 
who  was  on  board  the  Canterbury ;  the  material  Para¬ 
graphs  of  which  were  as  follow. 

t 

44  By  your  Letter,  of  the  4th  of  September  laft,  ac- 
44  companying  an  attefled  Copy  of  Captain  Erjkine’s 
44  Charge  againft  me,  you  acquainted  me  that  you  would 
44  fend  me  Copies  of  the  feveral  Depofitions  when  col- 
44  ledted.  I  fhould  imagine  Captain  Erfkine  would  not 
“  fo  long  have  negledted  himfelf,  as  not  to  have  applied 
44  to  you  in  Form.  Four  Months  are  now  elapfed, 
44  fince  I  found  myfelf  in  no  very  pleafing  Situation. 
44  I  Jhall  be  glad  to  fee  the  Signal  made  to  call  me  before 
44 JuJlice :  Therefore,  I  certainly  (hall  not  offer  at  any 
44  Thing,  that  can  be  conftrued  to  fhew  a  Defire  of 
44  lofing  or  delaying  Time. 

44  I  greatly  hope,  and  am  well  inclined  to  believe, 
44  the  Witnefles  for  the  Accufer  will  declare  the  Truth, 
44  the  whole  Truth,  and  nothing  but  the  Truth,  to  the 
44  beft  of  their  Knowledge  and  Skill.  But,  fuppofe  it 
44  only  poflible,  weakly  to  tempt  one,  or  more,  into 
44  fuch  a  wicked  Snare  as  *  Perjury  j  I  hope  the  accufed 


to  feveral  People  belonging  to  this  Ship,  a  Copy  of  the 


bury  ;  which  Captain  Crookjhanks  could  not  help  confidering, 
as  a  Step  that  might  tend  to  influence  thofe  who  were  to 
give  in  their  Depofitions :  It  was  therefore  natural  to  fuf- 
peft,  that  his  Adverfaries  would  make  Ufe  of  all  Means  to 
gain  their  End ;  and  the  Sequel  will  fufficiently  fhew  that; 
thefe  Apprehenfions  were  not  ill  founded. 


“  is  not  to  be  left  unguarded ,  and  unprepared  with 
“  Means,  to  point  it  out  to  the  Court  inftantly.” 

The  next  Day,  he  received  the  following  Anfwer. 

“To  Captain  Crookjhanks » 

Canterbury ,  off  Martinique , 
SIR,  January 4,  1747-8. 

I  Received  your  Favour  of  the  3d  Inftant,  wherein 
you  defire  <&>pies  of  the  feveral  Affidavits  taken 
agreeable  to  my  Letter  of  the  4th  of  September  laft; 
which  I  then  intended  to  have  complied  with,  by  way  of 
Compliment  to  you :  But,  upon  my  acquainting  the 
Commodore  with  my  Intentions,  (if  agreeable  to  him) 
he  forbad  my  doing  it  ;  as  you’ll  fee,  by  the  A£t 
of  Parliament,  and  that  Part  of  the  printed  Inftru&ions 
which  relates  to  Courts  Martial,  the  Charge  I  then  fent 
you  was  fufficient. 

As  to  the  Accufed  being  left  unguarded,  and  unpre¬ 
pared,  in  the  Day  of  Juftice,  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
your  Cafe  :  But  was  it  fo,  1  cannot  find  I  am  to  be  your 
Advocate;  but  dare  believe ,  Innocence  and  Bravery 
are  the  beft  Supports  at  thofe  Times ;  both  which,  I 
hope,  you  may  make  appear ;  as  nothing  could  be  a  greater 
Sati if ai}ion  to , 

SIR, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  KIRKE.” 


Captain 
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Captain  Crookjhanks ,  upon  the  Receipt  of  this  Let 
ter,  immediately  fent  the  following  Anfwer. 

“  To  Robert  Iiirke ,  Efqj 

SIR,  £ar/£,  'January  4,  1747-8* 

THE  printed  Inftrudtions  are  now  before  me.  The 
Adt  of  Parliament  I  have  read :  But,  as  it  is  a 
confiderable  Time  ago,  my  Memory  may  have  failed 
me;  and,  as  I  am  not  now  pofleffed  of  it,  I  beg  you 
will  lend  it  me  a  few  Hours  only,  in  order  that  I  may 
make  an  Application  to  the  Commodore.  I  thank  you 
for  your  very  genteel  Expreffions.  Fear  is  an  Impulfe  I 
am  not  fubjedt  to  be  attacked  with  ;  and  Innocence  gives 
me  very  comfortable  Hopes. 


I  am,  £sV. 


J.  CROOKSHANKS.” 


Mr.  Kir  he  was  fq  obliging  as  to  fend  Captain  Crook- 
jhanks  the  Adt  of  Parliament,  with  a  Letter  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  W  ords. 

“  Canterbury ,  oft  Martinique , 
SIR,  January  4,  1747-8. 

AGREEABLE  to  your  Defire,  I  fend  you  in- 
clofed,  the  Adt  of  Parliament ;  which  hope  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  return  me  as  foon  as  convenient.  / 
Jhall  always  be  ready  to  render  you  any  Services  that  are 
conhftent  with  the  Office  I  have  the  Honour  to  fill  ; 

And  am,  SIR, 

* 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 
ROBERT  KIRKE. 

7o  Captain  John  Crodkffianks.” 


H 


As 
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As  foon  as  Captain  Crookjhanks  received  the  A&  of 
Parliament  from  Mr.  Kirke,  he  began  to  examine  it, 
and  the  printed  Inftrudtions  relating  to  Courts  Martial, 
with  great  Attention,  that  he  might  frame  an  Applica¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Knowles ;  for  which  Purpofe,  he  had  defired 
Mr.  Young ,  the  third  Lieutenant,  to  give  him  his  Affift- 
ance.  When  he  was  thus  engaged,  Mr.  Hughes  en¬ 
tered  the  Cabin;  which  proved  an  Interruption;  and 
Captain  Crookjhanks  very  civilly  defired,  <e  he  might  leave 
“  him  for  about  half  an  Hour,  as  he  was  bufy  in  an 
tl  Affair  of  fome  Confequence  relative  to  his  Trial.” 
But  Mr.  Hughes  anfwered,  in  a  very  abrupt  and  rude 
Manner,  e<  That  he  had  Orders ,  from  the  Commodore , 
<c  to  Prevent  his  having  any  private  Difcourfe 
tc  with  the  Officers.”  This  is  a  Circumftance  that 
will  either  tend  to  fhew  the  Partiality  of  Commo¬ 
dore  Knowles ;  or  that  the  Ufage  which  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks  met  with  from  Mr.  Hughes ,  was  very  unwarrant¬ 
able  and  impertinent.  However,  this  Incident,  and  the 
general  Behaviour  of  Mr.  Hughes ,  obliged  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  at  laft,  to  treat  him  in  the  Manner  he  de¬ 
ferred  ;  and  Captain  Crookjhanks  even  threatened  to  fend 
'A,  Complaint  to  the  Commodore,  concerning  what  he 
had  advanced  in  his  Name ;  adding,  <c  that  he  hoped 
(i  he  was  not  capable  of  giving  fuch  an  inconfiftent  and 
M  unprecedented  Order.”  This  leemed  to  alarmMr .Hughes^ 
and  drew  fuch  paltry  Excufes  from  him,  as  confirmed 
Captain  Crookjhanks  in  the  Opinion,  that  he  had  indif- 
creetly  blabbed  an  Order,  that  even  he  himfelf  was 
alhamed  tQ  be  the  Inftrument  of  its  Execution. 

It  may  eafily  be  conceived,  by  Mr.  Kirke’ s  firfi:  Letter 
of  the  4th  of  January ,  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  to¬ 
tally  deprived  of  having  Recourfe  to  the  Depofitions ; 
and,  confequently,  of  being  able  to  examine  them  as  he 
ought,  that  he  might,  at  his  Trial,  detect,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  confute,  whatever  might  be  erroneoufly,  or 
willfully,  advanced  to  his  Prejudice.  This  Difappoint- 

ment 
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ment  was  therefore  extremely  unfavourable :  Yet  th® 
Application  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  made  to  the 
Judge-Advocate,  and  his  Earneftnefs  in  defiring  a  fpeedy 
Trial,  produced  this  feeming  good  Effedf,  thatitrouzed 
Mr.  Knowles ,  and  awakened  his  Attention  to  this  Affair ; 
the  firft  Intimation  whereof  was  exhibited  in  a  very 
extraordinary  and  laconick  Epiftle,  without  Date,  or 
Place,  wrote  by  Mr.  Hughes ,  which  is  exadtly  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  SIR,  Canterbury ,  Thurfday  Noon. 

I  AM  commanded,  by  the  Commodore,  to  acquaint 
you,  that  Monday  next  is  the  Day  fixed  for  your 
Trial. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moll  humble  Servant, 
EDWARD  HUGHES. 

To  Captain  Crookfhanks.” 

This  Notice  of  Trial,  ought  regularly  to  have  bt£n 
given  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  or  by  any  other  Perfon, 
rather  than  the  pro  tempore  Commander  of  the  Lark  ; 
and  it  was  fent,  by  the  Hands  of  a  Coxfwain ,  on 
Thurfday  the  7th  of  January  about  Noon.  The  Com¬ 
modore,  foon  after  the  Receipt  of  this  Notice,  made 
the  Signal  for  all  Captains :  And,  on  their  being  aflem- 
bled,  fent  for  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  and  afked  him, 
“  when  he  fhould  be  ready  to  take  his  Trial?”  This 
was  a  Queftion  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  could  little 
expedt,  as  he  had  been  juft  before  acquainted,  by  an 
Order  from  Commodore  Knoiules ,  “  that  the  Monday 
<c  following  was  the  Day  fixed  for  his  Trial.”  Captain 
Crookfhanks  only  anfwered,  “  that  he  fhould  be  ready, 
u  the  Inftant  after  the  Depofitions  were  taken T o 

H  2  which 
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which  the  Commodore  replied,  “  that  the  Judge  Advo- 
ct  cate  fhould  go  on  board  the  Lark  to  take  them  ;  and. 
”  that  the  Trial  might  begin  on  Saturday  Morning/-’ 
But,  after  ibrne  Confideration,  the  Commodore  faid, 
“  that,  *as  Sunday  intervened,  it  was  better  not  to  begin 
“  till  Monday And  to  this,  out  of  Decency,  Captain 
Crookjhanks  made  no  Reply  ;  though  he  was  Satisfied  the 
Trial  might  have  been  brought  on,  even  on  Friday  ;  and 
though  the  lead;  Delay  was  very  difagreeable  and  vexa¬ 
tious  to  him,  in  his  hard  Circumftances. 

As  the  Trial  was  foon  to  come  on,  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  the  Judge- Advocate, 
to  acquaint  Captain  Erskine ,  by  his  Means,  that  he  ex- 
pe£ted  he  would  be  ready  to  produce  his  original  Orders, 
Signals,  and  Letters. 

<c  To  Robert  Kirke ,  Efq; 

S  I  R,  Lark ,  January  7,  1747-8. 

1AM  to  beg  the  Favour  you  will  write  to  Captain 
Erjkine ,  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  produce  all  my 
original  Orders,  Signals,  Inftru&ions,  and  public  Let¬ 
ter  dire&ed  to  him,  between  the  nth  of  June,  and 
21  ft  of  July  1747;  as  likewife  the  Warwick's  general 
Mufter-Book;  with  the  original,  or  his  counterpart,  of 
the  Gunner’s  Expence  for  the  Month  of  July . 

I  am  uninformed  whether  Captain  Erjkine  may  have 
required  the  Perfons  undermentioned  to  appear  as  Evi¬ 
dences,  in  fupport  of  his  Charge  againft  me :  But,  if 
he  has  not,  I  defire  you  would  fummpn,  Lieutenant 
Harris ;  the  Boatfwain  of  the  Warwick,  (whofe  Name 
I  don’t  know;)  Mr.  WehJler,  and  Mr.  Banks,  Petty- 
Officers ;  and  Mr.  Otway,  Captain’s  Clerk,  to  attend 
my  Trial. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  CROOKSHANKS.” 


Oil 
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On  Thurfday  and  Friday ,  the  7th  and  8th  of  January , 
Mr.  Kirke  came  on  board  the  to  take  Depofitions  ; 

in  which  he  employed  his  own  Clerk,  Captain  Crook- 
/hunks’s  Clerk,  and  a  Marine.  Thefe  Depofitions  lay 
open  to  public  Viezv  ;  and  were  taken  in  the  Hearing  of 
thofe  who  had  not  yet  depofed. 

Several  of  the  Witnefles  did  then  aver,  and  have  fince 
confirmed  it,  that  the  Judge- Advocate  rejected  great  Fart 
of  what  they  had  drawn  up  ;  faying,  “  it  was  Nonfenfe , 
“  or  foreign  to  the  Purpofe.”  In  this  brow-beating  Stile 
he  exprefled  himfelf  to  Mr.  Crifpo ,  the  fecond  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  to  Captain  Crook/hanks’ s  Clerk,  and  others  :  And 
a  Depofition  wrote  by  Lieutenant  Calhoune  of  Marines 
was  entirely  rejected. 

Mr.  Kirke  fo  far  forgot  the  Dignity  of  the  Office  he 
had  the  Honour  to  fill,  that  he  condefcended  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  familiar  with  the  People  on  board  the  Lark; ; 
and  difclofed  his  Opinion ,  on  the  Subject  of  the  Depo¬ 
fitions,  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner. 

Among  other  Things,  he  told  Mr.  Youngs  the  third 


Lieutenant,  in  the  Hearing  of  feveral  others, 


«  Captain  Er/kine  had  aflerted,  to  the  Captains  of  the 
«c  Squadron,  that  he  was  very,  confident  of  being  <ft>le 
«  to  prove  the  whole  Charge  againft  Captain  Crook/hanks  ; 
«  and  that  four  or  five  Depofitions  would  be  fufficient, 
«<  three  whereof  he  already  had.”  After  furnifhing  the 
Company  with  this  Hint,  the  Judge- Advocate  gave  his 
Sentiments,  upon  it,  “  that  he  could  not  perceive,  by 
«  what  he  had  yet  found  in  the  Depofitions,  how  Cap¬ 
tain  Er/kine  was  to  prove  the  Charge;  but,  if  he 
«  could  prove  it,  he  was  fure  that  all  he  had  been  about 
«  on  board  the  Lark  was  Labour  loft.”  Though  this 
open  Declaration  has  the  Appearance  of  being  much 
in  the  Favour  of  Captain  Crook/hanks ,  it  was  not  to  the 
Honour  of  a  Judge- Advocate,  coniidering  him  in  his 
judicial  Capacity. 


On 
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^  °n  Morning,  the  nth  of  January,  being  the 

Time  appointed  for  the  Commencement  of  the  Trial, 
Captain  Coookjhanks  was  ready,  and  anxious,  to  appear 
before  the  Court-Martial :  But,  contrary  to  his  Expetfa- 
tion,  ap  Notice  was  fen t  him ;  nor  did  he  hear  any 
Thing  relating  thereto  till  the  Evening,  when  the  Signal 
was  made  for  all  Captains  to  meet  on  Board  Mr.  PococP s 
Ship,  the  Captain .  When  they  were  alTembled,  Captain 
Crookjhanks  was  fent  for ;  and  Commodore  Knowles  ac¬ 
quainted  him,  u  That  he  could  not  be  tried  till  he 
“  came  to  Jamaica ;  fince  the  Judge-Advocate  had  been 

the  whole  Day  buly  on  Board  the  Warwick)  and  had 
<e  not  yet  finilhed.” 

The  Shock  which  Captain  Crookjhanks  ’  felt  by  this 
Difappointment  was  eafily  perceived  by  Captain  Pocsck, 
and  fome  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Squadron  ;  who  very 
humanely  endeavoured  to  reconcile  it,  «  alledging,  the 
44  Situation  of  Martinicoy  where  there  was  a  large 
“  Fleet,  which  the  Leeward  -  IJland  Squadron  ought 
44  very  lharply  to  look  after ;  and  that  the  Commodore 
had  urged  to  them  the  Necelfity  of  feparating  to  pro- 

44  ,ceed  to  Jamaicay  where,  in  all  Probability,  they  would 
44  loon  arrive.” 

It  is  certain,  that  the  cruifing  clofe  off  Martinico  was 
a  necefiary  and  important  Service,  which  ought  to  be 
regarded  by  Captain  Pocochy  with  the  Squadron  under  his 
Command  :  But  this  could  be  no  Secret  to  Commodore 
Knowles  from  the  6th  of  January ,  being  the  Day  he 
joined  Mr.  Pocock :  And,  as  they  did  not  part  Company 
till  the  nth  in  the  Evening,  they  were  confequently  five 
complete  Days  together,  which  might  have  been  more 
than  fufficient  for  the  Trials  of  Captain  Crookjhanks 
and  Captain  Erkine :  But,  if  the  following  Circumftances 
are  duly  confidered,  the  Difappointment  that  Captain 
Ci  ookjbanks  met  with,  will  appear  ftill  more  vexatious. 


[  55  3 

•During  the  whole  Time  that  the  two  Squadrons  wers 
together,  they  conftantly  drove  to  Leeward,  lying  by,  or 
plying  under  a  very  Hack  Sail ;  by  which  they  loft 
Martinico ,  and  got  clofe  off  the  Ifland  of  Montferraty 
where  they  came  to  Anchor  on  the  1 2th.  The  Reafons 
the  Commodore  might  have  for  thus  driving  to  Lee¬ 
ward  are  unknown :  But  it  is  plain,  that  from  thence 
arofe  the  Neceflity  for  the  Separation  of  the  Squadrons, 
and  that  the  Trial  of  Captain  Crook (hanks  was  thereby 
deferred. 

Mr.  Knowles  affured  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  at  LouiJburghy 
that  he  fhould  be  tried  at  the  Leeward  IJlands :  And, 
in  their  Paffage  from  BarbadoeSj  it  was  the  general 
Opinion,  that  the  Commodore  intended  Captain  Creok- 
Jhanks  fhould  be  tried  by  Mr.  Pocock  j  which  he  after¬ 
wards  confirmed,  by  the  Notice  he  ordered  Mr.  Hughes 
to  fend  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  and  repeated  it  to  him  on 
Board  the  Canterbury ,  before  all  the  Captains,  whom  he 
had  affembled  for  that  very  Purpofe ;  though  he  then 
muft  have  known,  that  driving  to  Leeward  was  in¬ 
compatible  with  keeping  Company  with  Mr.  Pocock . 
However,  the  foie  Reafon  that  Mr.  Knowles  alledged,#to 
Captain  Crookjhanks  y  for  putting  off  the  Trial  was,  that 
the  Judge- Advocate  had  been  the  whole  Day  bufy  on  Board 
the  Warwick,  and  had  not  yet  JiniJhed.  But  what  Reafon 
can  be  afligned  for  the  Judge- Advocate’s  deferring  to 
go  on  Board  the  Warwick ,  tz'll  the  very  Day  that  was 
appointed  for  the  Trial?  It  is  very  extraordinary  that 
fuch  Remifsnefs  Ihould  have  happened  j  and  that  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  after  four  Months  Imprifonment,  fhould 
be  obliged  to  follicit  and  requeft  to  be  tried,  and  then 
meet  with  fuch  Delays  and  Obft;  uctions  from  thofe  whofe 
Duty  it  was  to  have  brought  on  the  Trial  as  foon  as 
poffible. 

As  to  the  Want  of  Depofitions,  that  might  have  been 
prevented ;  fince  they  might  have  been  taken  on  the 

Arrival 


Arrival  of  Captain  Crookjhanks,  at  Louijburgh ,  in  the 
Beginning  of  September  j  which  would  have  been  the 
moft  proper  Time,  as  the  Fafts  were  then  recent,  and 
minute  Circumftances  might  be  better  recolle&ed ;  but 
that  feafonable  Opportunity  was  totally  negledted  :  And 


vailed  during  Ninety -three  Days  that  the  Canterbury, , 
Warwick^  and  Lark ,  were  conftantly  in  Company,  from 
their  Arrival  at  Bojlon,  on  the  loth  of  October,  to  their 
leparating  from  Mr.  Pocock  on  the  nth  of  January ; 
though  nothing  occurred  that  could  be  an  Impediment 
to  the  taking  of  Depolitions. 

Notwithftanding  the  Pains  that  Captain  Crookjhanks 
took  to  procure  a  fpeedy  Trial,  and  the  Difappointment 
he  met  with  ;  fuch  was  the  Malice  of  his  Adverfaries 
that,  foon  after  their  Arrival  at  St.  Chrijopber’s ,  on  the 
14th  of  January)  a  ftrong  Report  was  fpread,  that  he 
had  made  an  Application  to  the  Commodore,  for  poft- 
pening  his  7  rial.  Upon  this,  Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote 
a  Letter  to  Commodore  Knowles ,  fignifying,  “  that  he* 
“  the  Commodore,  could  not  but  be  fenfible  the  real  Fadt 
"  was  quite  the  Reverie*  To  which  the  Captain  received 
ng  Anlwer ;  though  common  Civility,  or  the  leaft  Re¬ 
gard  to  Truth,  might  have  induced  the  Commodore  to 


fuch  a  vile  and  fcandalous  Afperfton. 

The  Squadron  failed  from  St.  Chri/lopher’s,  on  the 
20th  of  January ,  and  arrived  the  Day  following  at  St. 
Eujlatia }  a  Dutch  Bland  ;  from  whence  they  departed  on 
the  22d,  and  arrived  at  Jamaica  oh  the  28th  j  the  follow¬ 
ing  Ships  being  in  Company  : 


[  57  1 


At  Jamaica  they  found  the  following,  Men  of  War. 


The  Plymouth ,  - 

The  Elizabeth ,  - 

The  Lenox ,  — . 

The  Cornwall ,  — 

The  Enterprise,  — 

The  Biddeford ,  — 

The  — 

The  Worcejler ,  — 

The  Strafford ,  — 

And  feveral  Sloops : 


-  Captain  Digby  Dent , 

-  Capt.  Rent  one, 

•  Capt.  Holmes, 

■  Capt.  Chadwick, 

'  Capt.  Graves, 

Capt.  Pawlet, 

Capt.  TVray , 

■  Capt.  jfndrezvs, 

Capt.  Clarke, 


And,  on  his  Arrival  there,  Commodore  Knowles 
received  the  Commiflion,  whereby  he  was  appointed 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  White. 

On  Saturday  the  30th  of  January ,  Captain  Crookjhanks 
received  the  following  Notice  to  prepare  for  his  Trial : 


Canterbury,  in  Port- Royal  Harbour, 
“SIR,  Jamaica ,  Jan.  30,  1747-8. 

I  AM  commanded,  by  the  Admiral,  to  acquaint  yoy, 
he  has  ordered  your  Court-Martial  on  Monday  nextj, 
on  board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Cornwall. 


I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  KIRKE, 

Deputy  Judge- Advocate, 

To  Captain  Crookfhanks,” 

The  fame  Day,  an  Order  was  ifliied,  by  the  Admirals 
directed  to  Captain  Digby  Dent ,  appointing  him  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Court-Martial,  to  be  held  for  the  Trial  of 
Captain  Crookjhanks , 


I 


Mr, 
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Mr.  Craig,  the  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Lari,  wan 
fent  for  oft  board  the  Canterbury ,  previous  to  the  Trial, 
and  was  acquainted,  “  that  his  Depofition  was  millaid, 
«  or  loft ;  and  that  he  muft  make  another.”  This 
Proceeding  feems  extremely  fufpicious  ;  ftnce  Mr.  Kirke 
acknowledged  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  off  Martini  co, 
that  he  had  the  Depofition  in  Queftion And  he 
then  compared  his  Lift  of  the  Deponents  N^mes,  with 
the  Lift  of  Captain  Crookfhanks ,  when  they  agreed,  and 
the  Name  of  Mr.  Craig  was  in  both  Lifts. 

Captain  Crookjhanks ,  on  the  Day  before  the  Trial, 
was  informed,  by  Mr.  Hughes ,  “  That  Captain  Erjkine 
“  had  diflocated  his  Arm  Upon  which  Captain  Crook- 
fiianks  faid,  “  that  he  was  forry  any  perfonal  Hurt  had 
<£  happened  to  him ;  and  that  he  feared  it  might  retard 
«  his  Trial,  as  he  might  not  be  able  to  be  prefent,  and 
“  crofs  examined.”  To  this,  Mr.  Hughes  affured  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  “  he  might  be  very  eafy ;  for  the  Ad- 
«  spiral,  on  Account  of  that  Accident,  intended  to  order 
the  Court-Martial  to  fit  on  board  the  Canterbury ,  in- 
«■  ftead  of  the  Cornwall ;  fo  that  Captain  Erjkine  would 
e  prefent,  and  might  be  examined.”  But  no  fuch 
Order  was  given:  And,  when  the  Trial  came  on,  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  was  deprived  of  the  Right  of  confront¬ 
ing  .his  Accufer.  He  might  then,  indeed,  have  offered 
this  Confideration  to  the  Court,  as  a  Plea  for  defiring 
that  the  Trial  might  be  put  off,  till  Captain  Erskine 
could  appear :  But  he  waved  it ;  as  he  was  well  con¬ 
vinced,  that  fuch  a  Step  would  be  conftrued,  by  his  Ad- 
verfaries,  as  a  mere  Pretext  for  delaying  the  Trial.’ 

On  Monday  Morning,  the  ift  of  February,  before  the 
Opening  of  the  Court,  Captain  Crookjhanks  fent  a  Mef- 
fage  to  the  Admiral,  by  Mr.  Parker ,  Surgeon  on  board 
the  Lark,  to  acquaint  him,  “  that,  as  his  Clerk  was  to 
e.(  be  an  Evidence  upon  the  Trial,  he  fhould  be  thereby 
**  deprived  of  his  Aftiflance  in  taking  down  the  Mi- 

“  nutes  i 


-  '  —  — ... 
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**  nutesj  and,  therefore,  defired  the  Favour  that  hg 
*(  might  permit  Mr.  Gadfden ,  Purfer  of  the  Aldbonugh * 
to  write  for  him,  who  had  offered  him  his  Service.** 
This  Requeft  rtiet  with  fuch  a  Reception  that  it  pre¬ 
vented  Mr.  Gadfden  from  a  flirting  Captain  Crookjhanks  in 
the  leaft:  For  the  Behaviour,  and  warm  Expreflions, 
of  the  Adrtiiral,  on  that  Occafion,  were  fufEcient  t6 
deter  any  Perfon,  under  his  Command,  from  render* 
ing  any  good  Office  to  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

About  Ten  o’Clock,  the  Signal  was  made,  on  board 
the  Cornwall ,  for  aflembling  the  Court-Martial ;  which 
was  compofed  of  the  following  *  Captains : 

DIG  BY  DENT j  Efq;  President. 


Captain  James  R'entohe , 
Capt.  Charles  Holmes , 
Capt.  Policarpus  Taylor , 
Capt.  Richard  Chadwick , 


Capt.  Samuel  Graves , 
Capt.  Thomas  Andrews , 
Capt.  Edward  Clarke. 


The  Court  being  convened,  the  Admiral’s  Order  for 
holding  the  Court-Martial  was  read  ;  and  then  followed 
Captain  Erjkine  s  Complaint  againft  Captain  Croqkjhan 
as  in  Page  36  to  38. 

I  2  The 

*  Captain  Cherries  Panv/et,  of  the  Biddefqrd  Mari  of  War, 
Was  at  the  Court-Martial  the  Firft  Day  ;  but  did  not  return  j 
being  fent  out  by  the  Admiral  on  a  Cruife. 

Captain  ‘Thomas  Junes,  of  th &  Warwick,  was  fent  to  Rock- ' 
Fort ,  about  two  Miles  from  Port- Royal,  to  water,  and  refit 
his  Ship,  and  did  not  appear  at  the  Court- Mattial,  though 
within  View  of  the  Signal.  It  is  poffible,  that  the  Orders 
he  had  received  from  the  Admiral,  and  the  Service  he  was 
upon,  might  require  his  conftant  Attendance  at  the  Ship  : 
But,  if  Captain  Innes  had  alledged  the  Diltance  of  Place* 
as  a  Reafon  for  no;  coming  to  the  Court-Martial,  it  would 
be  fuch  an  Excufe,  as  neither  Mr,  Ktuwlesj  or  any  other 

Admiral* 
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The  firft  extraordinary  Step,  taken  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  to  confirm  the  Charge,  was  to  produce  two 
Letters ;  one  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Frances ,  Chaplain  of 
th tlVarwick'y  and  the  other  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hooper , 
Minifter  of  Trinity  Church  in  Bojion ,  who  went  Pafl'en- 
ger  on  board  that  Ship.  Thofe  Letters,  though  they 
could  be  of  no  V  alidity  with  regard  to  Evidence,  were 
publicly  read  in  Court  j  which  was  fuch  an  extrajudicial 
Proceeding  as  may  have  no  Precedent  in  Cafes  of  this 
Nature. 

Thofe  reverend  Gentlemen  had  retired,  during  the 
Time  of  Action,  to  a  Place  of  the  greateft  Security ; 
which  is  not  mentioned  as  any  Reproach  to  Perfons  of 
their  Profeflion :  But,  fuppofing  them  upon  Deck,  the 
whole  Time,  and  competent  Judges  of  what  paded, 
their  Undertaking,  even  in  fuch  Circumftances,  would 
be  fcandalous ;  becaufe,  the  Letters  they  wrote,  were 
fluffed  with  falfe  Fadts,  Impertinencies,  and  fliarp  In- 
vedtives,  that  could  tend  to  no  other  Purpofe,  but  the 
wicked  Defign  of  infidioufly  (lining  up  the  Cry  of  a 
A'^ob  againft  Captain  Crookjbanks. 

The  next  Step,  taken  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  was 
equally  furprizing :  For,  he  read  a  very  long  Depofition, 
made  by  Captain  Erjkine ;  and  then  acquainted  the  Court ; 
4‘  that,  fince  Captain  Erjkine  could  not  be  prefenty  he, 
“  the  Judge- Advocate,  had  been  extremely  nice  in  dating 
tc  it ;  and  Captain  Erjkine  had  been  fo  conJcientiousy 
“  that,  on  Account  of  fome  Interlineations,  he  twice 

figned,  and  fwore  to  it:  That  he,  the  Judge-Advo- 
tc  cate,  for  his  Part,  had  been  very  exa£t  in  putting 
u  Queflions  to  Captain  Erskine  j  and,  therefore,  did  not 

<c  doubt 

Admiral  would  have  admitted.  Captain  Wray ,  of  the  Rye, 
was  Cent  on  a  Cruife,  under  fuch  Circumftances,  that  made 
it  highly  probable,  his  Appearance  at  the  Court-Martial  was  ’ 
not  greatly  defired. 
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«<  doubt  that  Depofition  would  be  REGARDED,  and  have  its 
««  due  Weight.” 

Captain  Croohjhanks  then  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Pre¬ 
sent,  and  defired  to  know,  “  if  the  Depofition,  that 
<i  had  been  allowed  to  be  read ,  was  to  be  considered  as 
«  an  additional  Charge,  and  admitted  in  Evidence 
**  againft  him  ?”  To  which,  he  was  anfwered,  by  the 
Court,  «  that  it  could  have  no  Weight.”  However, 
Captain  Crookjhanks  flattered  himfelf,  that,  as  fuch  a 
Depofition  had  been  read,  it  would  give  him  a  Title  to 
read  his  Defence ;  and,  accordingly  he  afked  Leave,  but 
was  refused;  and  the  Reaion  afligned  him  was, 
«  that  it  would  be  irregular ,  till  the  Crown  Evidence 
«  was  dofed  which  might  be  fo ;  and  Captain  Crock- 
Jhanks  certainly  would  not  have  made  fuch  a  Requeft, 
on.  any  other  Pretence  than  the  Proceedings  juft  related. 

As  we  are  now  going  to  reprefent  the  client lal  !  art  of 
the  Evidence  on  both  Sides,  it  will  be  neceflary  nere, 
to  refer  to  the  Charge  which  Captain  Brskine  exhibited 
againft  Captain  Crookjhanh:  And,  that  the  Weight  of 
the  Evidence  may  be  the  more  eafily  conceived,  it  is 
neceflary  to  divide  the  Charge,  as  in  Page  36  to  38,  undej 
fix  diftinct  Heads,  by  fetting  under  each  Head  what  the 
Witnelles  depofed  in  Point. 

CHARGE!. 

«  B0ib  Ships  got  a-BreaJl,  and  to  Leeward,  about 
“  a  Mile  of  the  faid  Chace.” 

Proofs,  on  botn  Sides. 

Mr.  Atkins,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed ; 

CC  That,  when  the  Lark  got  a-Breast  oj  the  Enemy, 
«  the  Warwick  was  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  a- 
«  Stern,  and  a  Point  upon  the  Weather 

“  QglARTER. 


[  &  ] 

tl  Quarter.  The  Lark  continued  in  the  fame  Situd* 
“  tion,  till  Ihe  fired  upon  the  Enemy  j  at  which  Time 
“  the  Warwick  was  near  a  Mile  diftant  from  the 
“  Enemy.” 

Mr.  Andrew  Knock,  Mafter  of  the  IKarwick,  depofed  ; 

“  When  the  Lark  firft  fired  at  the  Enemy,  the 
*e  Dijiance  of  the  Warwick  from  the  Lark  was  a  Quar- 
“  ter  of  a  Mile ,  and  a  Point  and  a  Half  upon  the  Lee - 

“  Boiv ;  and  the  Enemy  was  then  a  little  better  than  a 
“  Mile  diftant  from  the  Warwick .” 

Mr.  Cummins ,  a  Lieutenant,  Paflenger  on  board  the 
Warwick ,  recommended  to  Mr.  Knowles,  depofed: 

That  the  Lark  had  all  her  Sail  out,  when  flie 
fired  at  the  Enemy ;  at  which  Time,  the  Distance 
“  °f  the  Warwick  from  the  Lark  was  about  a  Mile, 

<£  and  a  Point  upon  our  Lee-Bow .” 

Mr.  Craig ,  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark ,  depofed : 

u  That  at  the  Time  we  ceafed  firing,  the  Warwick 

“  was  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  a-Stern,  and  to  Windward- 
**' of  the  Lark.” 

Mr.  Elfy,  Boatfwain  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

“  That  whilft  the  Lark  was  engaging  a-long-fide  the 
Enemy  Beam  and  Beam ,  I  faw  the  Warwick  tacking 
“  and  Lbe  Warwick  was  not  a-Breast  of  the  Enemy  -3 
U  but  at  a  Mile  Distance  a-Stern  of  the  Lark.” 

Mr.  Georges,  Midlhipman  of  the  Lark,  depofed. 

That,  at  the  Time  the  Lark  and  Enemy  were  firing 
at  each  other,  the  Warwick  was  at  about  a  Mile 

“  and  a  Half,  or  two  Miles,  Dijiance  from  the 
Lark.” 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Bifaker ,  Midftiipman  of  the  Lark,  depofed  i' 

*<  That  whilft  the  Lark  and  Enemy  were  firing  at  each 
44  other,  the  Warwick  was  not  then  a-Breast  of. 
*4  the  Enemy.'1 

N.  B.  Though  the  above  Witnefles  differ  as  to  the  Diftance 
of  the  Warwick  from  the  Lark,  when  they  fir  ft  came  up 
with  the  Enemy  ;  they  all  agree,  that  the  W arwick  was 
not  a-Breast  of  the  Enemy,  as  the  Charge  asserts  j 
and  Mr.  Atkins,  a  Lieutenant  of  the  WARWICK,  dif- 
proves  that  Part  of  the  Charge. 

CHARGE  II. 

44  The  Lark  began  the  Attack,  but  not  in  Point 
44  Blank  Shot,  hy  the  Difcharge  of  her  Lar- 
44  board  Broad-Side,  and  received  ihc  Enemy's 
44  Fire.11 

Proofs, 

G).  to  Mr.  Cummins  of  the  Warwick.  44  What  Dif- 
44  tance  was  the  Lark  from  the  Enemy,  when  they  ex- 
44  changed  Fires  ?” 

A.  44  About  a  Mile,  or  a  Mile  and  a  Quar- 

44  TER.” 

6).  to  Mr.  Craig ,  fir  ft  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark. 
44  How  many  Broad- Sides  did  you  fire,  upon  your  firft 
44  coming  up  with  the  Enemy  ?” 

A.  44  I  believe,  fome  of  our  Guns  were  fired  three 

44  or  four  Times.” 

fift.  44  What  Diftance  might  you  then  be  from  the 
44  Enemy  ?” 

A.  44  Between  four  and  five  hundred  Yards.’* 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Crifpo ,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Lari,  depofed : 

t 

**  That  when  we  began  to  fire  from  the  Lark,  we  were 
at  about  three  or  four  hundred  Yards  Dif- 
44  tance  from  the  Enemy” 

44  How  many  Guns  did  you  fire  r” 

A.  44  About  T Wenty-one  of  the  lower  Deckers.” 

Qz  to  Mr.  Young,  third  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark , 
44  What  Time  do  you  judge  you  was  a-long-fide  of  the 
*4  Enemy  ?” 

A.  44  The  Gun  on  the  Fore-Caftle  was  fired  four 
44  Times.” 

Qj  44  What  Damage  did  the  Lark  receive  ?” 

A.  44  Some,  in  her  Sails,  by  Shot.” 

Qj  to  Mr.  Macey,  Matter  of  the  Lark .  44  What 
44  Diftance  was  the  Lark  from  the  Enemy,  when  the 
44  Lark  began  to  fire  at  her  ?” 

A.  44  About  one  Quarter  of  a  Mile.” 

Qj  44  Were  any  finall  Arms  fired  ?” 

A.  44  Yes,  Some  small  Arms  were  fired. 

Quejiions  from  Captain  Crookttianks. 

Qj  to  Mr.  AAacey.  44  Acquaint  the  Court,  if  my 
44  Orders  to  you,  before  we  fired,  were  not  to  take 
44  particular  Care  to  cond  the  Ship  well,  and  keep  her  clofe 

44  by  the  Wind,  with  a  full  Sail  j  in  Order  to  get  up 

45  with  the  Enemy,  as  foon  as  poflible  ?” 

A.  44  Yes ;  and  file  was  kept  full  and  by  j  and,  when 
44  we  were  a  long-fide  the  Enemy,  Beam  and  Beam,  you 
44  gave  Orders  to  keep  the  Ship  as  much  Jhivering  in  the 
44  Wind  as  poflible,  without  the  Rifque  of  Staying  her.” 

“  Do  you  remember  any  Shot  going  through  the 
44  Mizen,  in  the  fecond  Cloth  from  the  Mall  r” 

A-  44  Yes  j  and  the  Height  of  that  Shot- Hole  was  about 
44  eight  Feet  from  the  Quarter-Deck.” 

Mr. 


mrnarnm 
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Mr.  Matthew  M‘ Mitten,  Carpenter  of  the  Lark,  depofecf : 

«<  That  when  the  Lark  firft  fired  at  the  Enemy,  the 
«  Diflance  was  nlrnt  three  or  four  hundred 
x  Yards  ;  and  the  Lark’s  Sails  Received  some 

“  Damage.” 

Mr.  Georges^  a  I^tidfhipman  of  the  Lark, ,  depofed 

<i  That  he  was  quartered  at  the  Braces,  and  heard 
it  Shot  whistle  over  his  Head,  and  pass 
it  through  the  rigging  several  Times.  The 
it  Lark  Was  brought  up  as  near  the  Enemy ,  as  the  Circum - 
« jiances  0f  Wind  and  Weather  would  permit .” 

Mr.  Royce,  Midfhipman  of  the  Lark ,  depofed : 

tt  That  at  coming  up  with  the  Enemy,  he  was  on  the 
it  Quarter-Deck,  and  heard  Captain  Crookjbanks  give  re- 
tc  peated  Orders  to  keep  the  Ship  as  clofe  to  the  Wind  as 
it  poflible }  and  Jhe  was  so  kept.” 

Mr.  Hargrove ,  Gunner  of  the  Lark ,  depofed  : 

<t  That  three  Broad- Sides ,  bating  one  Gun,  of  the 
tt  Lower-Deck  Guns  were  fired.  Fifteen  Breedings 
it  of  the  Lower-Deck  Guns  broke,  and  one  of  the 
«  Upper-Deck,  which  were  foon  fupplied  by  others, 
it  Mr.  Crifpo,  the  fecond  Lieutenant,  was  ordered  to 
load  all  the  Lower-Deck  Guns  with  grape  and  round 
<t  Shot,  and,  likewife,  to  ceafe  firing  when  the  Guns  would 
tt  not  lear  from  the  Lower-Deck.  I  am  certain  we  were 
“nigh  Enough  ft  receive  grape  Shot  from 
«  the  Enemy,  being  THREE  HUNDRED  and  forty, 
«  OR  three  hundred  and  fifty  Yards  dtjlant 

«  from  the  Enemy  f 

Mr.  John  Bifakir ,  Midftiipman  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

“  I  was  quartered  at  the  aftermoft  Gun  at  the  Quar- 

i<  ter^Deck,  and  was  reprimanded  by  Captain  Crookjhan  s 

gr  for 
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“  finnS  a  Gun  after  he  had  told  me  it  would  not 
te  bean  One  Shot  from  the  Enemy  went  through 
“  THE  Mizen  of  the  Lark.” 

Mr.  John  Trebby ,  Quarter-Mafter  of  the  Lark,  who 
did  a&ually  cond  the  Ship  when  engaged,  depofed : 

“  A  little  before  the  Lark  came  up  with  the  Enemy, 
4  I  heard  Captain  Crookjhanks  frequently  call  Luff  and 
“  he  ordered  me  to  keep  the  Ship  as  clofe  to  the  Wind  as 
J)e  would  he-  in  Confequence  whereof,  Jhe  was  kept 
as  clofe  to  the  Wind  as  pojfible ,  without  the  Danger  of 
ltaying,  or  going  about/* 

to  Mr.  James  Sere  etch,  Midfhipman  of  the  Lark  • 
Did  you  obferve,  when  the  Lark  and  Enemy  were* 
firing  at  each  other,  that  any  of  the  Enemy’s  Shot 
Je  ncar  Lark ,  and  what  kind  of  Shot  it  was  ?” 
t  A.  “  Yes;  both  round  and  grape  Shot ;  and  so  near 
"  that  they  beat  the  Water  againft  the  Ship’s  Side.” 


Stephen  Calway ,  Gunner’s-Mate  of  the  Lark ,  depofed  : 

t*  Shot’  3S  1  take  lt>  ftruck  below  tfje  Port  of 

the  hfth  Gun  on  the  Main-Deck,  where  I  was  quar¬ 
tered;  and  1  heard  several  great  Shot  go 
“  OVER  THE  LARK” 


John  Hartjhorn ,  of  the  Lark,  depofed  : 

n  A  Bag  of  grape  Shot,  as  I  judge,  fell  fi  nigh  the 
Lark,  as  to  fplajh  the  Water  in  at  the  Port,  where  I 

“was  quartered;  and  several  great  Shot  flew 
over  usP  J 


Abraham  Nichols,  of  the  Lark,  depofed  ; 

“  CaPtain  Crookjhanks  defired  the  Quarter-Mafter  that 
cond,  to  keep  the  Ship  as  nigh  the  Wind  as  Jhe  could  lie 
to  as  not  to  ftay  her.”  *  1 


John 
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"John  CroJly)  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

“  When  we  came  a-Breast  of  the  Enemy ,  Captain 
<{  Crookjhanks  ordered  thofe  quartered  forward  to  fire  the 
“  Guns  fowly  and  deliberately ,  into  the  Enemy ;  and, 
**  after  the  firft  Broad-Side,  found  Fault  they  fired  too  quick, 
“  contrary  to  his  Qrders.” 

William  Lewen ,  of  the  Lark ,  depofed : 

<c  One  of  the  Enemy's  Shot  passed  through  our 

Mizen 

CHARGE  111, 

“  The  Warwick  being  judged  to  be  at  an  improper 
“  Efijlance ,  fhe  tacked ;  and,  in  ten  Minutes , 
“  came  to  clofe  Engagement.” 

Proof  s. 

Mr.  Atkins ,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed : 

“  The  Lark  continued  the  Engagement  about  -fide 
“ Minutes ;  and  Warwick  was  not.  then  engaged: 
“  When  the  ceafed  firing,  the/Z^rtf/^  flood  after 
“  her,  with  her  Larboard-Tacks,  for  about  a  Quarter 
“  of  an  Hour,  with  all  her  Sails  out,  except  Sprit-Sail, 
<c  and  Sprit-Sail  Top-Sail,  and  then  tacked  \  when  the 
“  Enemy  bore  two  Points  abaft  the  Beam ,  at  three  Quarters 
“  of  a  Mile  Di/lance  ;  and  the  Warwick  was  then  a-Stern, 
“  and  rather  upon  the  Lark's  Weather-Quarter.  When 
“  the  Warwick  brought  the  Enemy  upon  her  Beam,  at 

the  other  Tack,  they  lucre  at  about  Half  a  Mile  Dif- 
“  tance ;  they  then  exchanged  only  one  Broad-Side:  After 
“  which,  the  Warwick  tacked,  ai,  as  then  clofe  under 
“  the  Enemy’s  Stern,  about  a  Cable’s  Length  Difiance. 

The  Warwick  then  fired  her  Larboard-Guns  into  the 
“  Enemy’s  Side  :  Upon  which  the  Enemy  bore  up,  to 


give 
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<c  give  us  her  Fire  ;  but  we  did  not  come  directly  to  a. 
tc  close  Engagement ;  for  we  then  put  in  Stays,  and 
“  were  a-Stern  of  her.  In  about  half  an  Hour, 
tc  tacked  again ,  and  came  to  a  clofe  Engagement ,  and 
c<  fired  our  Starboard-Guns  the  whole  A&ion.” 

Andrew  Knock ,  Matter  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed  : 

“  The  Warwick  tacked ,  when  the  Enemy  bore  two 

Points  abaft  the  Beam.” 

Mr.  Cummins ,  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed : 

«  The  Warwick  flood  to  the  Northward,  about  a 
“  Mile,  before  fhe  began  to  engage;  and,  in  three  Sfyar- 
«  ten  of  an  Hour ,  /row  firfl  tacking ,  to  clofe 

«  ASiion.  By  tacking  we  gained  Ground  tp  Wind- 
“  ward.” 

Mr.  Hughes,  of  the  Warwick,  pro  tempore  Comman¬ 
der  of  the  Lark,  depofed  : 

«  I  heard  Captain  Erfkine  fay,  he  was  too  far  from 
ki  the  Enemy ;  and  heard  him  order  to  tack.  At  our  firtt 
“  tacking,  the  Lark  was  rather  to  Leeward,  a  Quar- 
“  ter  of  a  Mile  Diftance.” 

Mr.  Young,  third  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

“The  Warwick  tacked,  juji  as  the  Lark  began  to 

“  FIRE  ” 

Mr.  Macey,  Matter  of  the  Lark,  depofed  : 

«  ]  faw  the  Warwick ,  and  heard  her  Guns,  when  fhe 

“  firtt  fired  ;  at  which  Time  WF.  WERE  ENGAGED.” 


Mr, 
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Mr,  Eljly ,  Boatfwain  of  the  Larky  depofed : 

<c  WhM  the  Lark  um*  engaging  the  Enemy ,  Beam 
ff  and  Beam;  /  fiw  the  Warwick  tacking  «f  a 
«  Diftance  a-Stern  of  the  Lark:  If  Warwick 
«  HAD  NOT  TACKED,  fie  COuldhave  PASSED  NEARER 
«  by  the  Enemy,  in  Order  to  firetch  a-head  of  her,  than  < 
?« the  Lark  did.  The  Lark  made  ™  Signal,  as  a  Direc - 
«  tion  for  the  Warwick  to  tack.’* 

Mr.  Georges,  of  the  Lark,  depofed. 

«  At  the  Time  the  Lark  and  Enemy  were  firing  attach 
ether,  I  leaked  ever  the  Gun-WaU,  and  few  the  War- 
f(  in  Stays,  at  about  a  Mile  and  > 

..  TWO  Miles  Distance,  and  about .  Point  upon  the 
m  Larboard -Quarter  of  the  Lark.” 

CHARGE  IV. 

« That  the  Lark  run  from  the  Enemy,  and 

<(  never  returned  to  the  Affiance  of  the  arwtc 

» 

Proofs. 

Mr.  Hughes,  of  the  Warwick,  pro.  tempore  Commander 
of  the  Lark ,  deppfed  : 


(C 


The  Lark  avid  have  aff, filed  the  Warwick,  by  tack- 


l  to  Mr.  Craig,  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Lnrf 
Could  you,  after  tacking,  have  joined  m  the  A&on 
with  the  Warwick,  if  you  had  endeavoured . 

A  «  Yes ;  being  two  Points  to  Windward ;  and  m 
-  my  Opinion,  Captain  Crookflianks ;dtd  not  make  Ufi  of 

«  the  utmoji  Means  to  get  up  with  her.” 


cc 

<( 

<c 


V^ueftions 
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Queftions  from  Captain  Cmkjkanks. 

SK  to  Mr.  Craig.  «  To  the  bell  of  your  Judemento 

«  ri  T  Paim  taken’  the  firil  DV.  wfth  the 
Lark,  in  order  to  come  up  with  the  Enemy  >» 

A.  “  Yes.”  7* 

„  %  “  Whe‘her  *“  PoiSble  Pains  were  not  taken 
come  up  with  the  Enemy,  to  the  firil  of  our  Fire  >" 

o'  «  wSi  C0ULD  not  be  more.” 

Q  “  Was  the  Fore-Tack  clofe  on  board,  after  I  had 
ordered  the  Studding-Sail  to  be  fet?” 

“  y0UI  ^  * 

“  lt2y7plZr  “  Mng'  wim  ,he  Wa™‘k  -* 

“  Mil'1  StandinS.,towards  ‘hem,  at  the  Diilance  of  a 

,t  “  ’  °r  a  .M,Ie  and  a  bfalf;  and,  at  the  Rate  we 

“  „eITnt’  ’f  >h‘  Warwick  >>od  continued  engaging,  m 
might  have  come  up  voith  them>  fi  as  „  ^ in  aZ 

orMeffage,  did  I  give  you,  for 
.t  ct  ”  “  the  Morni"S  ^  ‘heir  firing  the 

«  A'  “  T°  kn°"'  if  he  wanted  any  Aflillance  of  Car- 
<{  penters’  or  Sail-Makers ;  in  order  to  get  his  Shio 

“  the  yct0dreneW  E”SaSemen‘:  And  defired  to  know 

“  <£  Care'7  th  T  “  5  “d*  V  *  ***  h‘ 

“  Chace  t  1-^"^’  WouU  PURSUE  the 
‘  °  w^lch»  Captain  Erjkine  anfwered,  that 

you i  ought  not  to  leave  him,  and  the  Convoy;  nor  did 
“  he  think  the  Lark  a  Match  for  the  Enemy]  That  he 

“  aWnd  tould  ?  7Pair  hiS  Ri®nS’  and  Mails  , 

«  a"“  would  foIW  the  Lark:  And  added,  that  if  be 

“  he  SZ  j/f-  ,h‘Jn‘mr  H‘  Sieved  he  co’u/ take 

to. 
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Q  to  Mr.  Crlfpo ,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark 
*l  Coulct you  lave  come  to  AMon  any  Time  that  Night ,  after 

the  Firing  between  the  Lark  and  Enemy  ceafed ?” 

A,  “  No  we  could  not.” 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookjhanks . 

■§:  to  Mr-  Crifpb,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the 

Were  not  all,  or  moll,  of  the  Breechings  of  the 
“  Lower-Deck  Guns  broke  in  firing  ?” 

A.  “  Yes;  fome  of  them  on  the  Larboard-Side  were 
x‘  twice  broke  A 

“  How  long,  after  We  ceafed  firing,  was  it  that 
“  you  came  up  to  the  Quarter-Deck,  to  report  to  me, 

“  tha£  the  -Breechings  were  refitted,  and  fit  for  Adion 
“  again  ?” 

A.  “  About  three  Quarters  of  an  Hour.’* 

Q.  tc  Whether  or  no ,  the  Ship  was  tacked,  before 
^  you  reported  to  me,  that  the  Breechings  were  fixed?” 

A.  “  Yes  j  she  was.” 

Mr.  Young ,  third  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark ,  depofed  : 

“  I  faw  the  Warwick  when  lhe  firft  fired :  She  tacked 
“  Juft  as  we  began  to  fire  j  and  the  Lark  flood  on  thtee 
<c  Quarters  of  an  Hour  to  the  Southward.  Had  the 

Lark  tacked,  upon  hearing  thofe  firll  Guns  from  the 
“  Warwick ,  we  Ihould  have  joined  the  Warwick  and 
“  Enemy  fooner  :  But  we  continued  Handing  on,  about 
“  Half  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  after.” 

Q  “  Does  it  appear  to  you,  that  the  bell  Endea- 
“  vours  were  ufed,  after  you  had  tacked,  to  come  up 
<4  with,  and  fuccour  the  Warwick  W 

A.  “  The  Enemy  bore  away ,  fix  or  feven  Minutes  before 
“  we  ^cked.  When  we  had  tacked,  the  Warwick  and 
“  Enemy  were  on  our  Larboard-Bow  j  and,  as  foon  as 
“  the  Sails  were  trimmed,  we  bore  away  directly,  keep- 

“  ing 


# 
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«<  irtg  the  Enemy  and  Warwick  about  a  Point  upon  the 
a  Lee-Bow.  We  had  Fore-Sail*  Top-Sails,  and  Top¬ 
ee  Gallant-Sails  fet:  Soon  after  fet  Main-Sail:  The 
«c  Fore-Top-Maft  Studding- Sail* Boom  was  rigged  out* 
tc  and  hoifted  up  with  a  Turn.  I  was  ordered  to  lower 
a  it  upon  the  Yard,  and  take  out  the  Turn.  When 
it  that  was  done,  I  was  called  to*  to  let  alone  hoifting 
«  it  again,  and  to  rigg  in  the  Boom  :  The  Enemy  was 
a  then  at  the  Diftance  of  about  three  or  four  Miles.” 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookjhanks . 

&).  to  Mr.  Young.  44  How  much  longer*  or  further* 

46  do  you  apprehend,  we  ftood  paft,  and  by*  the  Erie- 
*«  my,  to  the  Southward,  than  was  neceflary  to  fetch 
«  up  to  her*  refpe&ing  her  Pofition  of  Sailing  when 
44  we  pafi*ed  her  ?” 

A.  “  I  think ,  we  flood  but  very  little  F&rther 
44  than  neceflary *  as  we  pafied  the  Enemy  :  Had  we  kept 
tt  ofli  and  file  kept  her  Windy  we  fhould  not  have  fetched 
44  ?nuch  nearer  than  we  did'' 

6).  Whether  a  little  before  we  had  ftood  on  the  Dif- 
tance  that  was  neceflary  to  gain  the  Wind  of  the 
44  Enemy,  you  did  not  hear  me  call  ready  about  Ship  * 
44  and  twice,  or  oftener,  repeat,  pray  Gentlemen  make 
44  Hafte  to  place  the  Hands,  that  wd  may  have  a  good 
44  Haul  ?” 

A.  44  Yes :  I  heard  thofe  Orders  repeated  j  and,  in 
44  Confequence  thereof,  I  believe  the  Ship  was  tacked ,  as 
44  foen  as  poflibleA 

j-jh  44  After  my  ordering  the  Fcre-Top-Maft-Studd- 
44  ing-Sail-Boom  to  be  rigged  out,  did  not  you  hear 
44  me  complain  of  their  flow  working  f” 

A.  44  Yes*  and  you  blamed  one  for  not  getting  it  fet 
44  fooner.” 

44  When  the  Warwick  and  Enemy  feparated,  what 
44  Diftance  was  the  Lark  from  the  Enemy  ?” 


A.  4‘  I 
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A.  “  I  judge,  the  Diftance  was  three  or  four 
“  Miles” 

Mr.  Maeey ,  Matter  of  the  Larky  depofed : 

<c  We  flood  to  the  Southward,  about  Half  an  Hour 
“  after  we  had  patted  the  Enemy  ;  and  our  Guns  would 
“  not  bear\  in  which  Time,  the  Ship  went  about  a 
«  Mile/’ 

Q.  “  How  long,  after  you  ceafed  firing,  was  it  that 
5C  you  flood  to  the  Enemy  and  Warwick  f” 

A.  “  About  Half  an  Hour ;  and  they  were  at  moft 
“  two  Miles  diftant  from  us,  when  we  tacked.  We 
“  then  kept  the  Wind  about  ten  Minutes ;  then  fleered 
te  from  it,  and  kept  the  Enemy  rather  on  the  Lee-Bow, 
“all  Sail  fet,  except  Sprit- Sail,  and  Sprit-Sail  Top- 
“  Sail.  The  Top-Maft  Stay-Sail  was  fet ;  and,  when 
“  we  bore  away,  the  Weather-Clew-Garnet  of  the 
“  Main-Sail  was  hauled  up.  The  Enemy  and  Warwick 
“  fleered  then  the  fame  Courfe  that  we  did.  We  made 
<c  no  Alteration  in  fail ,  till  Warwick  bore  away  from 
“  the  Enemy.  After  the  Warwick  had  ceafed  firings  we 
“  continued  fleering  for  the  Enemy  about  half  an  Elour ,  V 
“  three  Quarters.” 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookfhanks. 

gK  to  Mr.  Macey.  “  After  we  had  patted  by  the 
ec  Enemy,  ftill  keeping  clofe  by  the  Wind,  did  not  you, 
“  or  fomebody,  acquaint  me  that  the  Enemy  had 
“  wore  ?” 

A.  <c  Yes  ;  I  myfelf  did  ;  and  it  was  then  your  Opi- 
tc  nion,  as  well  as  my  own ,  that  we  could  but  just 
<c  FETCH  the  Enemy.” 

“  Did  not  I  immediately  call  ready  about  Ship : 
“  and  faid,  pray  make  Hafte  to  place  the  Hands,  that 
“  we  may  get  the  Ship  quickly  tacked }” 

L 


A.  «  Tes: 
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A.  “  Yes :  And  Ihe  was  tacked ,  as  Toon  as  the  Ship 
“  could  be  got  clear  for  going  about.” 

6).  Soon  after  our  bearing  up,  did  not  I  order  you 
cc  into  t}ie  Larboard-Gangway,  to  fee  the  Ship  cond  and 
<c  fleered,  clofe  up  to  the  Enemy’s  Starboard-Quarter 

A.  <e  Yes :  I  was  ordered  into  the  Larboard-Gang- 
«  Yvay ,  to  cond  the  Ship,  in  Order  to  come  to  an 
“  Engagement  again  j  and  the  Lark,  in  Confequence  of 
‘c  that  Order ,  was  kept  corjiantly  fleering ,  and  pointings 
“  fo  as  to  regain  the  Enemy  in  the  quickejl  Manner ,  till 
«  after  we  obferved  that  (he  and  the  Warwick  had  fepa- 

“  rated.” 

Qi  «  Did  not  you  conceive  that  it  was  neceffary  to  have 
“  the  Starboard  -  Clew-  Garnet  of  the  Main-Sail  up ,  in  or- 
“  der  to  let  the  Wind  freely  into  the  Fore-Sail ?” 

A.  “  Yes  ;  I  did.” 

&  “  Lid  not  I  frequently  come  into  the  Larboard- 
“  Gangway,  while  the  Warwick  was  engaging  the 
«<  Enemy,  and  enquire  if  we  gained  upon  the  Enemy  ?’* 

J.  “  Yes  3  you  did,” 

u  The  Court  afked. 

Q.  “  Do  you  think  Captain  Crooklhanks  did  every 
4C  thing  in  his  Power  to  rejoin  the  Warwick., 
Ci  after  you  Jhot  a-Head.” 

A.  “  Yes  j  I  believe  he  did.” 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

6).  to  Mr.  Elfy,  Boatfwain  of  the  Lark.  “  How 

long,  after  palling  the  Enemy,  was  it  that  the  Lark 
*i  tacked  ?” 

A.  «  About  half  an  Hour,  and  endeavoured  to  come 
44  up  with  the  Enemy,  who  was  then  better  than  a 

League  diftant.” 

c<  How 
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6).  «  How  lone,  after  the  Tacking,  was  it  that  I 
<*  ordered  the  Fore-Top-Malt  Studding-Sail-Boom  to  be 

rigged  out  ?” 

A.  “  A7/  <?  Quarter  of  an  Hour  ;  and  I  heard 

<c  you  often  fnd  fault  with  the  fow  JHork  they  made, 
t(  in  getting  it  out,  and  fetting  the  Sail.5’ 

js>.  “  During  the  Time  we  were  fleering  after  the 
6i  [Harwich  and  Enemy,  did  the  Sails  appear  to  you  to 
«  be  properly  trimmed  ?” 

A.  “  Yes ;  they  did.” 

The  Court  afked. 

Q.  Is  it  not  your  Opinion ,  that  the  Lark  had  it  equally 
«  in  her  Power  to  get  up  to  a  clofe  Engagement  with  the 
«  Enemy ,  as  the  Warwick  had-,  provided  foe  had  ufed  the 
<c  fame  Means  ?" 

A.  “  No  ;  Jhe  COULD  NOT.” 

6).  «  Might  not  a  Separation  between  the  and 
«  Warwick ,  by  a  Calm  or  very  little  Wind,  have  made 
<c  it  impoflible  for  the  Lark  to  have  been  of  any  Affift- 
“  ance  to  the  Warwick  in  reducing  the  Enemy  ?” 

A.  “  It  was  impossible  for  the  Lark  to  come  up , 

«  the  Wind  there  was ,  in  Tune  to  ajfft  the  Warwick  when 
<c  engaged .” 

6).  “  When  they  had  difcovered  to  the  the  Dif- 
«  trefs  of  the  Warwick ,  what  Diftance  was  you  from 
“  the  Enemy  ?” 

y/.  “  About  two  Miles!' 

Gy.  “  What  Means  did  you  ufe,  after  tacking,  to 
«  come  up  with  the  Enemy  j  and  how  was  the  Ship 
“  kept  in  regard  to  her  ?” 

A.  “  We  flood  right  down  to  her!' 

6).  u  Under  what  Sail  ?” 

A.  “  Our  Fore-Sail,  Top-Sails,  Fore-Top-Maft- 
“  Studding-Sail,  Top-Gallant-Sails,  Jib  and  Stay-Sails, 
«  all  but  our  Fore  and  Fore-Top-Maft  Stay-Sail,  and 

“  the 
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*4  the  Main-Clew-Garnet  of  the  Main-Sail  was  hauled 
44  aft.  The  Fore-Top-Maft-Studding-Sail  was  once 
44  hoifted  with  a  Turn  in  the  Head,  and  then  hauled 
44  down  and  fet  a  fecond  Time ;  but  would  not  Hand  ; 
“  then  it  was  hauled  down  on  the  Fore-Yard  :  The  Fore - 
44  Tack  was  aboard ,  and  the  Head-Sails  braced  fharp  for 
44  about  five  Minutes,  and  then  the  Weather-Braces 
44  were  rounded  in.  Mr.  Young  told  Mr.  Craig ,  that 
44  the  Fore- Yard,  and  Fore-Top-Sail-Yard,  were  braced 
“  fharp  :  And  I  heard  the  Captain  order  the  Weather- 
44  Braces  to  be  rounded  in,  and  the  Fore-Tack 
44  got  up.” 

N.B.  William  Robinfon,  Quarter- Majler  of  the 
Lark,  gave  the  fame  Account  of  the  Sails  as  in  the 
foregoing  Anfwer. 

Mr.  Matthew  MkMillon,  Carpenter  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

44  When  the  Warwick  and  Enemy  ceafed  firing,  to 
44  the  beft  of  my  Knowledge,  the  Lark  could  have  got 
44  a-long  fide  the  Enemy  in  about  three  Quarters  of  an 
44  £four,  at  the  Rate  the  Lark  appeared  to  be  then 
44  going.” 

Mr.  Georges ,  of  the  Lark,  depofed  : 

44  About  ten  Minutes  after  the  Lark  had  tacked  to  the 
44  Northward,  Captain  Crookjhanks  ordered  the  Fore- 
44  Top-Maft  Studding-Sail-Boom  to  be  rigged  out ;  and 
44  I  heard  him  find  Fault  with  the  flow  Work  they  made 
44  in  rigging  out  the  Boom,  and  getting  the  Sail  fet.” 

Queftion  from  the  Court.  < 

Q  to  Mr.  Georges,  of  the  Lark.  44  Had  the  Enemy 
44  continued  in  the  Spot  where  Jhe  bore  up  from ,  and  your 

44  Ship 
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«  Ship  then  put  to  Stays ,  do  you  believe  Jhe  would  have 
«  fetched  the  Place  from  whence  the  Enemy  bore  up  f” 

A.  “  I  believe,  Jhe  would  not.” 

Mr.  Royce,  of  the  Lark ,  depofed : 

“  The  Lark’r  Head-Sails ,  After-Sails ,  were  pro* 

«  perly  trimmed  during  the  whole  of  the  Chace ,  from  the 

Warwick’*  Tacking ,  to  her  Separation  from  the  Enemy.” 

Queftion  from  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

to  Mr.  .Royer.  “  During  the  whole  of  our  fleer* 
“.ing  after  the  Warwick  and  the  Enemy,  was  there  any" 
«  Sail  negle&ed  to  be  fet,  that,  in  your  Opinion,  would 
“  be  ufeful  ?” 

A.  “None,  that  l  know  of.” 

Mr.  Hargrove ,  Gunner  of  the  Lark,  depofed  : 

“  I  heard  Captain  Crookjhanks  find  Fault  with  not  fett - 
«  ing  the  Fore-Top-Mafl  Studding-Sail  quick  enough .” 

William  Robinfon,  Quarter-Mafter  of  the  Lark ,  depofed  .* 

“I  was  quartered  on  the  Fore-Haftle.  When  the 
«  Ship  was  tacked,  in  order  to  ftand  towards  the  Enemy 
“  and  Warwick ,  the  Fore-Tack  was  hauled  a-board. 

Afterwards,  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  acquainted  the 
“  Fore-Sail  did  not  draw :  He  then  defired  Mr.  Young 
“  to  trim  it  to  the  Wind,  and  the  Fore-Tack  was  got 
“  to  the  Cat-Head.  I  ajffled  in  raifmg  the  Fore-Tack. 
«  After  the  Lark  was  tacked,  {he  fleered  towards  the 
<c  Enemy  and  Warwick,  and  the  Head-Sails  were  pro- 
«  perly  trimmed  after  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  acquainted 
“  the  Tacks  were  on  board.” 


Queftions 
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Queftions  from  the  Court. 

“  After  you  had  fired  at  the  Enemy,  did  you  ftand 
c<  further  to  the  Southward  than  was  neceflary  to  fetch 
tc  the  Enemy  ?” 

A.  <c  If  the  Enemy  had  kept  her  Wind,  we  Jhould  not 
tc  have  fetched  her  fooner'' 

“  Did  you  put  about  as  foon  as  you  faw  the 
<c  Enemy  going  away  large  ?” 

A.  “  Yes ;  as  foon  as  we  could  get  ready  for  it.” 

Q.  <c  Do  you  believe  Captain  Crookfhanks  did  all  in  his 
<c  Power  to  come  up  with  the  Enemy  and  Warwick  to 
<c engage  ?” 

A.  “  I  believe?  HE  DID.” 

to  Mr.  Johnfon  of  the  Lark.  w  How  long  after 
“  the  Warwick's  Firing,  was  it  that  the  Lark  tacked  ?” 

A.  <c  About  Half  an  Hour.” 

Q.  “  If  the  Lark  had  been  tacked ,  before  the  Enemy 
<c  wore ,  would  the  Lark  have  fetched  to  JVindwara  of 
“her?” 

A.  <c  I  believe  not.” 
c 

John  Hartnall,  of  the  Lark ,  depofed  : 

“  Upon  the  Lark's  firft  tacking,  the  Fore-Tack  was 
“  hauled  a-board ,  and  was  afterwards  rofe  :  I  let  go  the 
“  Tack,  about  half  an  Hour  after  the  Ship  was 
“  about.” 


Elias  Lugg ,  of  the  Lark ,  depofed  ; 

ct  Mr.  Young ,  on  the  Fore-Caftle,  repeated  Captain 
<c  Crookjhanks’s  Orders  to  trim  the  Sails  in  the  beft  Man- 
*c  ner,  to  fetch  the  Chace :  The  Fore-Tack  was  then 
“  rofe.” 


Queftion 


<c 


<c 
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Queftion  from  the  Court. 

6).  to  Mr.  Cahoone ,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  on  board 
the  ZtfrL  “  Did  you  obferve  any  Backwardnefs,  or 
Signs  of  Fear,  in  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  while  running 
up  to  the  Enemy ;  and  particularly  while  a-long-fido 

“  of  her  engaged  ?” 

A.  “  I  did  not  obferve  any ,  or  any  thing  but  wbat 
**  feemed  to  nie  confflent  with  the  Behaviour  of  a  PRUDENT 
ct  and  good  Officer 

Mr.  Turner,  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

«  The  Matter  told  Captain  Crookjhanks,  that  the 
«  Enemy  had  wore :  and  he  anlwered,  then  we  will 
“  wear  too  ;  to  which  the  Matter  replied,  we  could  but 
“  jufl  fetch  her.” 

Queftion  from  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

©  to  Mr.  Turner.  “  What  Orders  did  I  then  give, 
<*  and  in  what  Manner  ?”  i 

A.  “  You  took  a  fpeaking  Trumpet  out  of  my  Hand, 
«  an<l  called  ready  about  Ship,  make  Hafte ,  and  place  the 
«  Hands  fo  as  to  have  a  good  Haul.” 

Abraham  Nichols,  of  the  Lark,  depofed  : 

c<  After  the  Lark’s  Tacking,  Captain  Crookjhanks  or- 
«  dered  the  Fore-Top- Maft-Studding-Sail  to  be  fet, 
«  and  was  angry  they  were  fo  long  about  it.’ 
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CHARGE  V. 

«*  The  Warwick's  Engagement  with  the  Enemy, 
“  lafted  from  Eleven  o’Clock  at  Night,  till  three 
“  in  the  Morning.” 

Proofs. 

Mr.  Atkins^  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed  : 

“  I  cannot  fay  the  Hour  we  began  the  Engagement; 
tc  but  it  continued  till  Day-Light ;  which  was  at  about 
<c  Four  o’Clock.” 

Mr.  Andrew  Knock ,  Mailer  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed  : 
<e  The  clofe  Engagement  lafted  about  three  Hours.” 

CHARGE  VI. 

The  Enemy  made  her  Efcape  by  the  Distress 
“  of  the  Warvnck  in  her  Sails,  Rigging,  and 
«  Mails.” 

Proofs. 

Mr.  Atkins ,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Warwick ,  depofed ; 

“  I  cannot  fay  what  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Engagement's 
“  ceaftng ;  nor  how  the  Separation  happened.  There  was  a 
<c  Gun  fired  from  the  Lower-Deck  of  the  Warwick ,  in 
“  the  Morning,  after  the  Engagement  was  over  :  But  do 
<c  not  know  whether  by  Order ,  or  Accident .  I  do  not  re- 
<c  member  that  Mr.  Conoily ,  of  the  Montagu  Bilander , 
ts  was  hailed  that  Morning  by  any  Body  on  board  the 
“  Warwick.  In  the  Morning,  foon  after  the  Engagc- 
ment,  I  faw  the  Lark  to  Windward  of  the  Enemy, 

“  who 


I 
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st  who  was  then  five  or  fix  Miles  diftant  from  the  War* 

««  wick:  The  Lark  was  three  Miles  diftant  from  the 
«  Warwick  \  and  both  a-Stern  of  the  Warwick .  The 
“  Lark  then  had  her  three  Top-Sails,  Top-Gallant- 
«  Sails,  and  Fore-Sail  fet;  Handing  to  the  Warwick. 
“  Near  an  Hour  before  the  Action  ceafed ,  the  War  wick's 
«  Main-T op-MaJl  was  gone ,  over  the  after  Part  of  the 
“  Top  :  The  Main-Maft  was  Shot  in  two  Places,  and 
«  her  Sails  and  Rigging  were  damaged.  There  was  a 
«  Possibility  of  cutting  away  the  Raft,  before  the 
“  Action  ceafed  A 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookjhanks, 

fK  to  Mr.  Atkins.  “  Do  you  know ,  or  did  you  hear , 
«  that  the  Rudder ,  Tiller-Rope ,  or  Wheel)  were  damaged?” 
A.  “  Mo.” 

Q.  “  Do  you  know ,  or  did  you  hear ,  that  the  Helm* s- 
**  ztwo  killed  or  wounded  A* 

A.  “Mo.” 

t 

Mr.  Andrew  Knock ,  M after  of  the  Wanvick ,  depofed  : 

) 

“  Three  or  four  Men  were  killed,  and  about  nine- 
««  teen  wounded  in  all,  five  or  fix  whereof  loft  Limbs, 
«  The  Enemy  fhot  away  our  Fore-Top-Gallant-Maft. 
<c  The  Montagu  Bilander  hailed  us  foon  after  the  Action’s 
«  cealing.  There  was  a  Gun  fired,  from  the  Lower- 
«  Deck  of  the  Warwick ,  in  the  Morning  after  the  En- 
«  gagement :  do  not  knew  by  whom ,  or  o»  what  Ac- 

“  count  A 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookjhanks . 

sp.  to  Mr.  Andrew  Knock.  “  Do  you  know ,  or  did 
«  you  hear ,  that  the  Rudder ,  Tiller-Rope ,  or  /A7W,  woro 
“  damaged  ?” 

M  . 


“No” 
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A.  «  No.” 

Q Do  you  know,  or  did  you  bear ,  that  the  Helm's* 
u  Men  were  killed  or  wounded  ?” 

A,  «  No.” 

Mr.  Cummins ,  of  the  Warwick,  depofed : 

cc  About  an  Hour  before  the  Aft  ion  ceafed,  the  Warwick 
u  lojl  her  Main-Top- Majl” 

Mr.  Hughes,  of  the  Warwick,  depofed : 

u  The  Montagu  Bilander  was  hailed  from  the  War* 
wick,  the  Morning  after  the  A  ft  ion.” 

Queftions  from  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

Q  to  Mr.  Hughes .  ct  Do  you  know  that  Captain 

*■*  Erjkine  ordered  a  Gun  to  be  fired,  by  way  of  Signal, 
Ci  to  call  the  Lark  to  his  Affiftance,  after  the  Adlion  J” 
A.  tc  Not  that  I  heard.” 

«  Did  a  Gun  gooff?” 

A.  “  Yes :  But  don't  know  who  fired  it  A 

Mr.  Craig,  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark,  depofed : 

*c  Captain  Conolly ,  in  my  Hearing,  hailed  the  Lark, 
M  and  laid.  Captain  Erfkine  had  ordered  him  to  tell  Captain 
Crookfhanks,  that  he  had  lojl  his  Main-Mafi,  and  "was 
^  a  Wreck.  Captain  Erjkine  told  me,  the  Morning^ 
after  the  Engagement,  in  anfwer  to  a  MefTage  from 
°  Captain  Crookjhanks,  that  he  would  get  to  work  to  repair 
*  bis  Rigging  and  Majls ,  and  would  follow  the  Lark  ; 

anti  that,  if  he  could  get  a-long-fide  the  Enemy,  he 
4  ‘  believed  he  could  take  her :  And,  if  his  Main-Majl  was 
ix  inconvenient,  he  would  cut  it  away” 

Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Trelby ,  Quarter-Mafter  of  the  Larky  depofed : 

<£  The  Morning  after  the  Warwick's  Action  ceafed, 
“  the  Bilander  hailed  us,  and  faid  the  Warwick  had  loft 
<£  her  Main-Top-Maft,  and  was  like  a  Wreck.” 


This  is  the  fair  State  of  all  the  Evidence  that  Captain 
Crookjhanks  was  permitted  to  colledt ;  whofe  Adversaries 
have  conftantly  ufed  all  Sorts  of  Methods  to  perplex  and 
keep  his  Cafe  in  a  confufed  Light;  fo  as  to  fruftrate 
every  fort  of  Means  to  which  he  could  have  Recourf# 
for  his  Juftification. 

The  Court  fat,  for  the  Examination  of  Witnefles^ 
the  1  ft,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  of  February  1748. 

The  firft  Day,  Mr.  Parker ,  the  Surgeon  of  the  Lark 
affifted  Captain  Crookjhanks  in  writing  down  the  Queftions 
and  Anfwers  ;  but  was  taken  ill  after  the  Adjournment  of 
the  Court. 

The  fecond  Day,  a  little  before  the  opening  of  the 
Court,  Captain  Crookjhanks  fent  a  Meflage  to  Captalh 
Chadwick ,  Commander  of  the  Cornwall ,  requefting  the 
Favour  of  that  Gentleman  to  lend  him  his  Clerk ;  which 
he  very  readily  and  politely  granted  :  But,  as  foon  as  the 
Court  entered  upon  Bufinefs,  and  the  Judge-Advocate 
perceived  that  Clerk  at  the  Table  appointed  for  Captain 
Crookjhanks,  he  rofe  up,  and  told  Captain  Chadwick , 
“  that  he  had  the  Admiral’s  Order  to  borrow  his  Clerk 
\vhich  deprived  Captain  Crookjhanks  of  his  Afliftance ; 
though  that  Clerk  fat  by  the  Judge- Advocate  the  whole 
Courfe  of  that  Day,  without  the  leajl  Employment:  So 
that  if  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  not  foon  received  the 
Afliftance  of  a  Clerk,  fent  him  by  his  Majefty’s  Naval 
Store-Keeper,  he  mull,  in  Addition  to  every  other  op- 
preflive  Circumftance,  have  fallen  under  the  laborious 
Talk  of  writing  every  Queftion  and  Anfwer  himfelf,  or 

M  2  have 
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have  been  put  to  the  cruel  Necefiity  of  leaving  himfelf 
naked  and  open  to  a  Judge- Advocate,  who,  on  his  go¬ 
ing  into  Court,  that  very  Morning,  had  the  ill-Nature 
and  Infolence  to  tell  Captain  Crookjhanks^  that  “  it  was 
the  Duty  of  his  Office  to  dejiroy  him ,  if  HE  could. 

Captain  Crookjhanks  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the 
Trial  was  greatly  embarrafled,  and  fometimes  totally 
prevented  from  obtaining  clear  Anfwers  to  diftindt  Ques¬ 
tions,  that  he  alked,  relative  to  Periods  of  Time,  Dis¬ 
tances,  Operations,  and  the  particular  Conduct  of  the 
Warwick ,  in  certain  Circumftances :  For  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  in  the  Beginning,  offered  an  Opinion,  which 
found  the  Support  of  one  or  two  Members,  <e  That 
<s  Such  Queftions  tended  only  to  fijh  out  Matter,  where- 
cc  on  more  fully  to  found  and  ftrengthen  a  Complaint 
“  againft  Captain  Erskine ;  and  that,  as  he  would  be 
‘c  tried,  they  might  then  properly  fall  in  Courfe.” 
But  Captain  Crookjhanks  allured  the  Court,  that  he  was 
very  far  from  having  any  Such  Intent :  That  he  humbly 
conceived,  the  Operations  of  the  two  Ships  were  fo  in¬ 
terwoven,  and  dependant  on  each  other,  that  the  An- 
fvPers  to  Queftions  regarding  the  one,  would  unavoida¬ 
bly  tend  to  fet  in  a  clear  Light  the  Management  of  the 
other  :  And  though  the  Cafe  of  the  Warwick  was  not 
yet  before  them,  judicially,  and  diredtly,  with  Regard 
to  the  Cenfure,  or  Juftification,  of  her  Captain ;  he, 
neverthelefs,  apprehended  it  was  before  them  relatively, 
in  Regard  to  himfelf,  fo  far  as  it  could  tend  to  condemn, 
or  difculpate  him,  from  the  Charge  of  which  he  ftood 
accufed. 

Upon  the  third  Day,  Captain  Crookjhanks  produced  a 
Letter,  directed  to  Admiral  Knoiules ;  which  he  aftured 
the  Court,  contained  the  Complaint  that  he  intended  to 
“  exhibit  againft  Captain  Erjkine ;  that  it  had  been 
(t  drawn  up,  a  long  Time  before  his  Trial  came  on; 

and  he  Should  be  very  glad  to  fend  it  that  Inftant.” 

Captain 
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Captain  Rentone  replied,  “  he  thought  Captain  Crook - 
<C  Jhanks  might  fend  it,  as  foon  as  the  Crown  Evidence 
«c  was  clofed  And  Captain  Crookjhanks  accordingly  fent 
it,  after  the  Adjournment  of  the  Court  this  Day,  by 
Mr.  Luke  Macey ,  Mafter  of  the  Lark,  who  reported, 
that  the  Admiral,  upon  appearing  to  have  read  only  a 
few  Lines,  flew  in  a  Paflion  ;  and  faid,  “  what  does  he 
“mean,  by  plagueing  me  with  his  Complaints?  he 
“  may  write  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty :  I  will  have 
“  NOTHING  TO  DO  with  it.’* 

The  fourth  Day,  upon  opening  the  Court,  the  Pre- 
fident  declared  ;  “  he  acquainted  Captain  Crookfloanks , 
“  by  Order  of  the  Admiral,  that  he  had  received  his 
“  Letter  of  Complaint  againft  Captain  Erfkine :  But  a9 
“  he  (Captain  Crookjhanks )  was  then  on  his  own  Trial, 
“  upon  an  Accufation  of  Captain  Erfkine ,  the  Admiral 
“  could  not  take  Cognifance  of  his  Complaint,  being  an 
“  unprecedented  Thing.”  The  Prefldent,  on  being  re¬ 
minded  by  fome  of  the  Members,  alfo  acquainted  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  that  “  the  Admiral  had  deflred  him 
“  to  tell  him,  that  he  hoped  Captain  Crookjhanks  would 
“  difpatch  to  finifh  the  Evidence,  and  call  as  few  Wit- 
“  nefles  as  poflible :  That  the  Admiral  had  been  in- 
“  formed  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  taken  up  a  great  deal 
«  of  the  Court's  Time ,  in  afking  frivolous  fheflions  about 
“  the  Warwick ;  and  that  the  Fleet  was  under  a  Necef- 
“  fity  of  failing  in  a  Day  or  two 

Captain  Crookjhanks  was  greatly  furprized  at  fuch  a 
Meflage ;  in  Anfwer  to  which,  he  afliired  the  Court, 
“  it  had  been,  and  ftill  was,  his  Defign  to  give  them 
“  the  leaft  Trouble  he  could  :  That  he  heartily  wifhed 
“  to  have  his  Trial  over  :  And  though  he  could  call  a 
“  great  Number  of  Witnefles,  feveral  of  whofe  Names 
“  he  had  already  given  a  Lift  of  to  the  Judge- Advocate ; 
<w  yet  he  was  i'o  unwilling  to  take  up  their  Time,  that 

“  he 

*  The  Fleet  did  not  fail  till  ten  Days  after. 
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he  would  lhorten  the  Evidence,”  and  he  did  fo  accor- 
Singly. 

By  the  Evidence  already  given,  Captain  Crookjhanks 
thought  he  had  clearly,  and  fully,  deftroyed  the  whole, 
and  every  Part,  of. Captain  Erjkine' s  Charge:  And  the 
only  Inference  he  could  draw,  from  the  Prefident’s  un¬ 
dertaking  the  whole  of  the  above  Meflage,  was,  that 
the  Court  were  alfo  of  Opinion,  that  the  Charge  was 
•ntinely  invalidated. 

The  Members  of  the  Court-Martial  were  Strangers 
to  Captain  Crookjhanks,  in  as  high  a  Degree,  as  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  fame  Service  could  poflibly  be  :  And  he  could 
not  expeft  any  Prepofleffion  in  his  Favour,  from  Ac¬ 
quaintance  or  Friendfliip;  But  he  hoped,  they  would 
all  be  fenfible  of  a  known  and  common  Maxim  in  all 
Courts  of  Judicature,  That  the  Judges  are  Counfel  for  the 
rrifoner .  He  might,  therefore,  conclude,  that  if  the 
Court  was  not  then  of  Opinion,  that  he  had  fully  de¬ 
fended  his  Life,  which  was  certainly  attacked  by  the 
Words  of  the  Charge ;  and  alfo  his  Reputation,  as  a 
Seaman,  and  an  Officer  ;  it  was  colleftively,  and  fepa- 
ra%,  the  Duty  of  the  Members,  conflicting  that 
Court-Martial,  to  have  encouraged,  and  prompted  him 
to  produce  further  Evidence  in  his  Behalf,  as  W  as 
he  declared  a  Probability  of  finding  it;  and  they  cer¬ 
tainly  ought  not  to  have  preyented  him  from  ufin*  evert 
regular  Means  for  his  Defence.  3 

In  every  Court-Martial  that  can  be  convened,  pro- 
vided  no  Arts  were  ufed,  to  influence  or  corrupt  Wit- 
rteffes,  and  I  drefs  Evidence,  there  would  always  be  found 
a  fufficient  Number  of  able  Officers  and  juft  Men,  fully 
capable  of  d, Covering  the  Truth,  and  who  would  art 
on  luch  Principles,  as  never  to  let  the  Caufe  of  the  In¬ 
nocent  fuffer  Reproach,  or  the  Guilty  efcaje  due  Cen- 
iure  and  condign  Punifli«ent. 
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After  the  Witnefles  which  the  Judge- Advocate  called 
the  Crown  Evidence,  were  examined,  the  following 
Anfwer  to  Captain  Erjkine* s  Charge  was  pronounced 
in  Court,  by  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  who  addreffed  him- 
felf  to  the  Prefident ;  and  delivered  a  Copy  thereof  to 
the  Judge  Advocate,  to  be  kept  with  the  Records  of 
the  Court. 

“SIR, 

TO  the  introductory  Part  of  Captain  Erjkine 
Charge  againft  me,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  fay,  in 
Anfwer,  that  it  would  have  been  as  juft,  and  equally 
as  good  Senfe,  to  have  wrote  the  Warwick  in  Company 
with  the  LARK ;  as  her  Captain  was  the  com¬ 
manding  Officer.  I  make  this  fmall  Remark,  infignifL 
cant  as  it  may  appear,  upon  obferving  that  fome  of  the 
very  few  People,  whom  I  have  had  Occafion  to  fpeak  to  on. 
this  SubjeCt,  have  thought  otherwife,  in  Places  where  my 
Accufer,  or  fome  Perfon  for  him,  has  nakedly  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  had  Hopes  of  crufhing  me,  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  World,  by  InveCtives,  Infinuations,  and  relating 
Stories  much  to  my  Difadvantage,  and  foreign  to  the, 
Cafe  in  Queftion  ;  as  can  be  made  very  apparent.  Butlfind. 
myfelf  relieved,  and  happy,  in  being  now  brought  be¬ 
fore  a  Court,  to  whofe  Candour  and  Equity  I  chearfully 
fubmit  the  Determination  of  my  Caufe  ;  being  perfuaded 
that  each  Member  is  guarded  againft  Prepoffeflions,  and 
will  take  the  FaCts  only  as  they  fhall  hereafter  be  made 
to  appear. 

“We  difcovered,  and  began  the  Chaceof,  the  Enemy, 
fometime  after  Seven  o’Clock  in  the  Morning  of  the 
14th  of  July ,  bearing  between  the  North  and  the  Weft 
from  us;  appearing,  at  different  Times,  a  large  Sail, 
with  her  Topfails  only  out  of  Water,  from  the  Lark’s 
Fore-Caftle,  where  I  went  to  look  at  her  with  my  Glafs, 
and  could  difcover  her  Head  laid  different  Ways  j  but 
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whether  by  tacking,  or  wearing,  could  not  judge.  A- 
bout  ten,  I  made  a  Signal  for  the  Montagu  Bilander , 
in  the  Ordnance  Service,  to  chace  to  the  North- Weft, 
which  Mr.  Conolly ,  her  Mafter,  very  alertly  obferved. 
Between  twelve  and  one,  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  15th,  I 
made  the  Warwick’s  Signal  to  chace,  and  open  to  the 
North-Eaft,  which  I  well  remember  was  not  obeyed.  We 
continued  following  the  Chace,  and  the  Montagu  and 
the  Warwick  with  us,  till  near  nine  at  Night;  having, 
before  the  clofe  of  Day,  fuppofed  the  Montagu  nearly 
up  with  the  Chace,  as  it  afterwards  appeared  fhe  was, 
and  rather  on  our  Weather-Bow.  About  ten,  they 
palled  us  to  the  Eaftward ;  and,  being  convinced  of  it, 
by  the  Montagu’s  Signals  of  falfe  Fires,  and  Mulkets, 
obferving  alfo  the  Difference  of  the  Sound  of  the  Guns, 
(he  and  the  Enemy  fired  at  each  other,  I  made  the  gene¬ 
ral  Signal  to  tack ;  hoping,  that  the  Warwick  would 
have  been  inftantly  prepared  to  obey  it  j  for  Ihe  was  fo 
near  on  our  Weather-Quarter,  as  to  lay  in  our  Track  5 
which  obliged  me,  in  tacking  firft,  to  pay  round  off, 
and  pafs  to  Leeward  of  her,  thereby  lofing  the  better 
Chance  of  gaining  the  Enemy’s  W ake,  while  the  War- 
wick  might  have  endeavoured  to  gain  the  Reach  of  him, 
provided  the  Enemy  had  attempted  to  fail  large,  as 
knowing  it  to  be  the  favourite  Way  of  his  Ship’s  go¬ 
ing  belt. 

“We  chafed  clofe,  hawled  till  Day-Light,  and  then 
again  favv  the  Enemy,  a  very  tall  Ship,  and  the  Mon¬ 
tagu  on  her  Larboard  or  Weather-Quarter.  About 
feven,  I  could  diftin&ly  count  fifteen  lower-Deck  Ports, 
regularly  hawled  up ;  and  was  fo  near  as  plainly  to  dif- 
cover,  in  my  Glafs,  Men  on  her  Poop,  and  Gang- 
boards;  fo  that  I  was  then  at  no  Lofs  to  form  a  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Size  of  the  Ship,  and  the  Force  Ihe  was 
capable  of  carrying.  The  Queftion  that  arofe,  for  my 
better  Government,  was,  whether  or  not,  fhe  was  well 
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appointed?  In  the  common  Prudence  of  an  Officer *  ~I 
certainly  was  to  think  fhe  was,  and  hope  for  the  beft. 

“  That  I  did  then,  and  always*  determine,  vigoroufly 
and  refolutely,  with  the  proper  Affiftance  of  the  War¬ 
wick,  to  engage  the  Enemy,  I  do  folemnly,  before  God 
and  this  Court,  aver;  ftill  referving  to  myfelf  an  un¬ 
doubted  Right  of  judging,  when  to  begin  and  in  what 
Manner.  That  from  Day-Light  in  the  Morning  till 
eleven  at  Night,  (I  fpeak  now  of  the  16th  of  July ) 
the  greateft  Care  and  Pains  were  taken,  to  trim  the  Hull 
and  Sails  of  the  Lark  to  the  beft  Advantage,  to  fteer 
and  bring  the  Ship  up  with  the  Enemy,  is  what,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf,  will  appear  from  the  Evidence  of  every 
Officer  and  Man  in  the  Lark ,  who  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  making  Obfervations.  In  this  Manner,  I  led 
up  to  the  Enemy  ;  the  Warwick  following  in  our  Wake, 
on  one  Quarter  or  the  other,  as  fmall  Shifts  of  Wind, 
and  common  unavoidable  Accidents,  might  occafion. 
Some  little  Time,  before  we  reached  up  with  the  Ene¬ 
my,  and  that  there  was  a  ftrong  Appearance  of  doing 
it,  I  fent  for  the  firft  Lieutenant,  and  gave  him  Orde.fc 
to  ftand  by  the  foremoft  Gun,  and  to  keep  it  pointing, 
and  to  call  to  me  when  he  found  it  almoft  growing 
ufelefs ;  giving  him  alfo,  fome  few,  as  I  thought,  ne- 
cefiary  Cautions,  in  Regard  to  managing  the  Men  and 
Battery  under  his  more  immediate  Care  and  Direction. 
1  alfo  fent  for  the  fecond  Lieutenant  from  his  Quarters 
between  Decks,  intimated  the  Orders  I  had  given  to  the 
firft,  and  dire&ed  him  to  be  in  immediate  Readinefs: 
that  if  he  heard  a  Gun  fired  upon  the  upper  Deck,  it 
fhould  be  a  Signal  to  haul  all  the  Ports  up,  run  the  Guns 
out,  and  make  the  beft  Ufe  of  them  he  could  ;  recom¬ 
mending  particularly  to  his  Endeavours,  the  keeping  the 
Men  cool,  to  fire  flow,  and  their  Guns  fo  pointed  as  to 
be  in  a  Manner  fure  of  doing  Mifchief.  I  was  rather 
then  determined  not  to  engage  till  I  got  clofe  on  the 
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Enemy’s  Weather-Bow,  refpedling  the  Pofition  of  failing 
he  was  then  in :  But  I  fired,  upon  observing  the  War¬ 
wick  y  which  I  thought  was  unluckily  and  accidentally 
caught  in  Stays.  The  Lines  of  Sight  are  frequently 
known  to  deceive  the  Skillful ;  but,  to  the  beft  of  my 
Judgment,  the  Warwick  was,  at  the  Time  of  putting 
Helm-a-Lee,  a-Stern  in  a  Parallel  to  the  Windward  of 
the  Lark ,  very  nearly  the  fame  Difiance  from  the  Larky 
as  the  Lark  was  from  the  Enemy  a-Breaft. 

The  Lark  then  only  got  a-Breaft  of  the  Enemy,  which 
the  Warwick  might  have  done,  and  confiderably  nearer ; 
but,  fhe  tacked,  and  fired  in  tacking  ;  though,  I  conceive, 
fhe  could  not  fire  with  any  Sort  of  good  View,  till 
after  the  Wind  was  a- Head,  or  rather  that  fhe  paid 
two  or  more  Points  off,  unlefs  for  Reafons  1  cannot 
enter  into,  and  fhould  imagine  Captain  Erjkiney  as  late 
Commander  of  the  Warwick ,  won’t  chufe  to  avow. 

A  Mile  Standard  Meafure  is  1760  Yards;  350  to 
400  Yards,  is  the  moft  extreme  Diftance  that  any  Body 
on  Board  the  Larky  (I  have  heard  of)  has  judged  her 
to  have  been  from  the  Enemy,  when  firing  at  each 
other,  a-Breaft,  Beam  and  Beam. 

Diftances  at  Sea,  efpecially  at  Night,  are  fomewhat 
difficult  to  determine  to  a  very  nice  Degree  ;  fo  is  Point- 
Blank-Shot,  which  is  commonly  called  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile,  or  440  Yards  ;  therefore,  I  can  only  ask  Leave 
;o  offer  Arguments  from  certain  Fadts,  admitting  Proba¬ 
bilities  amounting  very  near  to  pofitive  Truth.  The  Lark 
palled  the  Enemy,  as  tall  a  Ship  as  the  PrinceJJciy  to 
Leeward  of  her,  Vith  all  the  Sail  that  could  be  fett  by 
the  Wind,  which  was  then  moderate,  and,  what  is 
often  termed  by  Seamen,  juft  a  pleafant  working  Gale, 
and  the  Water  fmooth.  By  this  I  mean  to  fhew,  the 
Lark  heeled  two  or  three  Streaks.  The  Enemy  had 
only  her  Top-Sails  and  Top-Gallant-Sails;  I  am  not 
pofitive  whether  the  latter  were  hoifted,  or  on  the 
Caps :  But,  with  her  Superiority  of  Length  and  Breadth, 
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I  prefum©  foe  was  nearly  upright ;  and  it  has  been  judg¬ 
ed  that  moft,  if  not  all,  of  the  Guns  foe  fired  at  us, 
were  from  her  upper  Decks.  Now,  it  it  certain,  we 
received  a  Shot  through  the  lower  Part  of  the  hore- 
Stay-Sail  ;  one  through  the  Main-Sail,  a  little  above 
foe  Collar  of  the  Mizen  Stay;  a  Shot  went  through 
the  Mizen-Stay-Sail,  a  large  deep  Sail,  a  little  above 
the  Foot-Rope  ;  another  through  the  fecond  Cloth  of 
the  Mizen  from  the  Maft,  about  eight  Feet  above  the 
Quarter-Deck ;  and  many  others  palled  and  dropt  in  a 
particular  and  obferved  Manner.  I  conceive,  from  all 
this,  the  Lark  was  within  Point-Blank-Shot ;  (though 
not  in  a  very  clofe  engaging  Diftance,)  and  foe  was 
conded,  and  fleered,  fometimes  by  myfelf,  as  near  as  the 


Wind  would  let  us  pafs. 

The  Warwick  tacked,  when  it  is  wifoed  foe  had 
not;  but  how  they  reconcile  coming  to  a  clofe  En¬ 
gagement,  in  ten  Minutes ,  from  being  a  Mile  to  Lee¬ 
ward  (the  Words  of  the  Charge)  is  what  I  cannot  pre¬ 
tend  to  account  for ;  yet,  I  think,  I  am  not  miftaken, 
when  I  fay,  it  muft  have  been  full  fifty  Minutes ,  or 
more. 

I  ufed  my  beft  Endeavours  to  return,  and  fuppcjrt 
the  Warwick ;  and  did  return  fo  near,  as  to  have  pro¬ 
perly  renewed  my  Part  of  the  Engagement,  in  ten,  at 
the  moft  in  fifteen  Minutes,  if  the Warwick  had  not 
howled  off,  to  the  Southward.  The  Enemy,  at  the 
Warwick's  going  off,  fired  ten  or  twelve  Guns  very 
fmartly  at  her,  and  hawled  to  the  Northward.  Upon 
obferving  the  Warwick's  Main-Top-Maft  gone,  and  not 
being  able  to  guefs  what  further  Damage  foe  might 
have  fuftained,  I  concluded  it  was  beft  to  hawl  to  the 
Northward,  to  be  near  the  Enemy  at  Day-break,  for 
the  better  Opportunity  of  difcermng  her  Cond.tion,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Warwick.  The  latter,  ftUl  lying  in 
the  fame  Poiition,  fired  a  Gun  ;  which  I  could  not  but 
confider  as  a  Signal  of  Difirefs  ;  and,  very  loon  after, 
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I  was  confirmed  in  this  Opinion,  by  Mr.  Crnolly  in  the 
Montagu.  Bilander ,  who,  told  me,  he  had  been  hailed 
by  the  Warwick ,  and  defired  to  acquaint  me  with  their 
Condition,  that  fhe  was  quite  a  Wreck . 

We  wore,  and  joined  the  Warwick.  And  now,  Sir, 
(landing  heavily  accufed  of  running  away  from  the  Ene-. 
my,  which  I  take  to  imply  and  mean  Cowardice,  the 
mofl  (hocking  and  ignominious  Character  that  can  pof- 
fibly  be  given  to  a  Military  Man,  I  cannot,  in  Duty  and' 
Juftice  to  myfelf,  omit  declaring  an  Opinion,  and  with 
Confidence  too,  that  if  Captain  Erjkine  had  managed* 
or  even  mifmanaged ,  in  any  other  Manner  than  precife- 
ly  what  he  did,  the  Enemy  could  not  have  taken,  I  fay, 
fnatched ,  fuch  Advantages  as  he  did,  of  the  Warwick  ; 
and,  in  Addition  to  his  fuperior  Force.  I  then  venture 
to  think  my  Condudl  would  fcarcely  now  have  been  ta 
call  in  Queftion ;  I  am,  in  the  higheft  Degree,  pofitive, 
my  perfonal  Refolution  could  not  have  fuffered  Sufpi- 
cion. 

In  View,  that  Part  of  what  I  have  now  faid  may  in 
fome  Degree  prepare  the  Court  to  hear  and  canvas  the 
Evidence,  as  well  in  Support  of  the  Charge,  as  in  my 
Defence ;  and  in  Confideration  that  my  greateft  and  on¬ 
ly  Comfort,  while  I  exift,  depends  on  my  clearing  fo. 
bafe  and  villainous  an  Afperfion  as  has  been  fpread  about, 

1  have  depended,  and  am  to  hope,  for  Excufe  in  having 
trefpafled  on  Your  Time.” 


This  was  the  Anfwer  which  Captain  Crookjhanks  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  Charge  :  And  the  following  is  the  Sentence 
pronounced  by  the  Court-Martial. 
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**  At  a  Court-Martial,  held  on  board  bis  Majefty8* 
Ship  Cornwall ,  in  Port- Royal  Harbour,  ’Jamaica ,  this 
| ft  of  February  1747-8. 

PRESENT, 

DIG BT  DENT,  E%  President 

Captain  James  Rent  one  ^  -  — —  Capt,  Samuel  Graves , 
Capt.  Charles  Holmes ,  — —  Capt.  Thomas  Andrews , 

Capt.  Policarpus  Taylor ,  - — —  Capt.  Edward  Clarkes 
Capt.  Richard  Chadwick , 

The  Court  being  fat,  and  duly  fworn,  (purfuantto  an 
Order  from  Charles  Knowles. ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
White  Squadron  of  his  Majefty’s  Fleet,  and  Comman¬ 
der  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veflels,  em* 
ployed,  and  to  be  employed  at,  and  about  Jamaica , 
dated  the  30th  of  January  1747-8,  and  directed  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Digby  Dent ,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Plymouth ,J  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  Captain  John 
Crook/hanks ,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Lark,  with  the  War¬ 
wick  under  his  Command ,  in  Relation  to  his  Behaviour  in 
an  Engagement,  between  the  faid  Ships  and  a  Spanijh 
Man  of  War  at  Sea,  in  the  Latitude  40.  38.  North, 
Longitude  21.  22.  Weft  from  the  Liscard ,  and  to  try 
him  for  the  fame,  upon  a  Complaint  of  Captain  Robert 
Erjkine ,  late  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Warwick ,  and 
exhibited  by  the  Judge- Advocate  in  Behalf  of  the  Crown. 
And  the  Court  having  examined  the  Witnefles,  pro¬ 
duced  as  well  for  the  Qrown,  as  in  Behalf  of  thePri- 
foner :  And  having  duly  confidered  their  Evidence,  do 
unanimoufly  agree,  that  the  faid  Captain  John  Crook - 
J hanks ,  by  his  Mifcondudt,  and  imprudent  Behaviour, 
falls  under  Part  of  the  14th  Article  of  an  Adt  made  in 
the  13th  Year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  intitled  an 
Adi  for  eftablifhing  Articles  and  Orders  for  the  Regulat¬ 
ing 
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?ng  and  better  Government  of  his  Majefty’s  Navies, 
Ships  of  War,  and  Forces  by  Sea  j  and  therefore  do 
think  fit  to  adjudge  the  faid  Captain  John  Crookjhanks 
to  be  difmijfed  from  the  Command  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Lari)  and  cajhiered  during  his  MajeJlf s  Pie  a  jure ;  and 
the  faid  Captain  John  Crookjhanks  is  hereby  dijmijjed ,  and 
eajhieredy  accordingly.  Given  under  our  Hands,  on 
Board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Cornwall ,  in  Port-Royal  Har¬ 
bour,  Jamaica ,  this  5th  Day  of  February  1747-8. 

Signed  by  the  Members. 

Robert  Kirke ,  Deputy 

Judge-Advocate.  ROBERT  KIRKE.’1 

(A  Copy.) 

The  above  Sentence  was  grounded  on  the  following  Refolves. 

Resolves  of  the  Court-Martial  held  on  Captain  John 
Crookjhanks ;  as  wrote  down  immediately  from  Mi¬ 
nutes  taken  in  the  Court. 

*  FirJl'y  Refolved  unanimoufly; 

tc  That  the  Court  cannot  be  certain  at  what  Dis- 
c<  tance  the  Lark  paj/ed  by  the  Enemy.” 

Second  j  Refolved  unanimoufly ; 

et  That  Captain  Crookjhanks  a&ed  imprudently, 
cc  in  ftanding  so  long  to  the  Southward,  before  he 
tacked .” 

Third  j  Refolved  unanimoufly; 

<c  That  Captain  Crookjhanks  did  not  assist  the  War- 
a  wick,  during  any  P<yt  of  her  Engagement.” 


Fourth  ; 


t  95  3 

Fourth ;  Refolved  unanimoufly ; 

Ki  That  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  guilty  of  a  Miscotf- 
st  duct,  in  not  tacking  when  he  faw  the  IV urwick  firft 
w  engaged.” 

Fifth ;  Refolved  unanimoufly ; 

“  That  Part  of  the  Charge  is  not  fully  proved.** 

Sixth  i  Pronounced,  by  the  Prefldent,  on  the  Judge- 
Advocate’s  Omiflion  j 

«  Sir,  the  Court  do,  by  an  unanimous  Resolve, 
4t  acquit  you  of  the  Suspicion  of  Cowardice ,  Df* 
“  ajfeflion,  or  Want  of  Zeal.” 

Anfwers  to  the  foregoing  Resolves. 
RESOLVE  I, 

«  That  the  Court  cannot  be  certain ,  at  what  Dis-, 
“  TANCE  the  Lark  paffed  by  the  Enemy.” 

Answer. 

The  Dijlance ,  by  Judgment,  was  fworn  to  by  all  or 
many  Witnefles,  in  the  Lark ,  who  only  could  judge  of 
it ;  and  they  fwore  that  it  could  not  exceed  450  Yards. 
The  Weaknefs  of  this  Refolve  is  obvious  j  for,  if  the 
Di/lance  at  which  the  Lark  pafled  by  the  Enemy,  had 
been  allowed  by  the  Court  to  have  been  proved  j  the 
Dijlance  that  was  neceflary  to  ftand,  to  reach  the  Ene¬ 
my,  would  alfo  have  been  known  by  Mathematical  Pro¬ 
jection  ;  by  which,  and  by  feeing  the  Account  of  the 
Ship’s  Way,  or  Rate  (he  went  at  an  Hour,  the  Time 
would  be  proved  \  and  it  would  plainly  appear  that  it 

was 
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Wa$  hot  too  tong,  as  faid  in  the  fecond  Refolve  :  But,  if 
the  Dijlance  was  not  fufficiently  proved  to  the  Court,  by 
any  Thing  they  would  hear  j  why  would  they  not  con- 
fent  to  the  Propofition  and  Entreaty  made  by  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  which  was*  “To  let  the  Heighth  of  a 
“  Shot-Hole*  through  a  particular  Sail  be  meafured  j  by 
“  which,  it  would  have  appeared,  to  Demonjlration, 
“  that  the  Lark  was  within  Point-Blank-Shot ,  or  440 
*  Yards  r* 


N.B.  To  confirm  this,  it  is  Jlrongly  proved,  by  the 
Evidence,  that  Grape-Shot  Jlruck  the  Lark. 

RESOLVE  H. 

“  That  Captain  Crookfhanks  aided  imprudently  id 
“ Jlanding  so  long  to  the  Southward,  before  he  tacked.” 

Answer* 

(No  Time  is  proved ;  becaufe  no  fubfequent  Queftion 
was  afked.  Some  Witneffes  faid,  a  Quarter  j  and  others 
faid  three  Quarters  of  an  Hour.  It  is  in  Proof,  that 
Captain  Crookjhanks  flood  no  longer  than  was  necejfary  to 
gain  the  Wind  ;  fo  that  Time,  in  Reality,  is  no  Part  of  the 
Queftion  ;  unlefs,  the  Court  thought  thereby  to  ftrengthen 
and  corroborate  Ihe  Proof  of  Dijlance,  to  which  they 
paid  no  Attention  or  Regard,  The  real  Time  was 
about  20  Minutes  j  and  would  have  been  proved,  if  it 
had  been  fufficiently  enquired  into. 

N.B.  The  Court  never  saw  either  of  the  Ship’s 
Lqgg-Bqoks. 


RESOLVE 
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RESOLVE  III. 


*  That  Captain  Crookftianks  did  not  ajjijl  the  War- 
*  wick,  during  any  Part  of  the  Engagement 

Answer,. 


It  never  was  advanced  that  the  Lark  dii  assist  the 
Warwick ;  but,  if  the  Conduft  of  Captain  Erjkine  had 
been  at  all  enquired  into,  the  Reafons  would  have  appear¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  it  was  owing  only  to  his  own  Mismanage¬ 
ment,  by  carrying  a  Prefs  of  Sail.  Captain  Erjkine ,  in 
Addition  to  that  mof  extraordinary  Breach  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  of  feparating  fro?n  bis  Commanding  Officer ,  did 
not  come  to  A  diion,  in  the  Manner  he  might  have  done. 
He  did  not  maintain  the  A&ion  as  long  as  he  might,  and 
ought  to  have  done ;  for  he  ceafed  upon  the  Lofs  of  tm 
Men,  and  one  Boy. 

N.  B.  The  Hull  of  the  Warwick  received  M  Da¬ 
mage,  Worthy  of  Notice* 

RESOLVE  IV.  9 

«  That  Captain  Crookftianks  was  guilty  of  a  Mis- 
«  conduct,  in  not  tacking ,  when  he  faw  the  Warwick 
“  firjl  engaged 

•  Answer 


As  this  Refolve  feems  to  be  the  chief  Foundation  of 
the  fevere  Sentence  which  the  Court-Martial  palled  a- 
gainft  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  it  is  proper  to  ftiew  the  Er¬ 
ror  of  fuch  a  Refolution. 

The  Pofttion  of  the  Enemy,  Lark  and  Warwick ,  at 
near  eleven  atNight,  is  inconteftibly  proved,  to  have  been 
refpeftively  to  each  other  as  laid  down  in  the  Plan 
annexed. 


o 


When 


When  the  Warwick  tacked,  fhe  fired  fome  Guns  as 
file  gathered  Way  towards  the  Enemy’s  Wake  :  But  the 
Shot  fell  fhort.  If  the  Court  unanimoufly  date  the  War - 
wick's  firft  Engagement  from  the  firing  of  thofe  Guns, 
and  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  guilty  of  Ml f conduct  for 
not  tacking  immediately,  the  Anfwer  then  is,  Captain 
Crookjhanks  could  not  conceive  Captain  Erjkine  capable 
of  fuch  a  palpable  Miftake,  as  that  of  tacking  to  ftand 
from  the  Lark :  But  Captain  Crookjhanks  imagined  the 
Warwick  was  caught  In  Stays:  At  the  very  Inftant,he  de¬ 
clared  that  was  his  Opinion  ;  and  often  averred  the  fame  to 
the  Court  in  very  explicit  Terms.  But  fuppofing  Captain 
Crookjhanks  had  been  certain,  that  Captain  Erjkine  had 
ordered  the  Warwick  to  be  tacked,  it  would  ftill  have 
been  wrong,  in  every  Shape,  for  Captain  Crookjhanks  to 
have  followed  him;  Unless  he  had  determined  the 
Lai  k  ftiould  relinqudh  all  Engagement  with  the  Enemy, 
in  Confequence  of  the  Conduit  of  Captain  Erjkine ;  for 
the  Enemy  had  then  his  Main-Sail  and  Fore-Sail  haul¬ 
ed  up  ;  but,  till  that  time,  had  fhewn  that  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  avoid  the  Britijh  Ships.  It  was  therefore  morally 
certain,  that,  when  he  faw  both  Ships  tacked  to  ftand  a- 
Stern  to  the  Northward,  he  would  immediately  have  made 
Sail,  and  purfued  his  Voyage.  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  who  can 
lay  when  the  Lark  and  Warwick  would  have  been  able  to 
overtake  him  ? 

Befides,  the  Enemy  knew  pofitively  that  the  Lark 
and  Warwick  were  Men  of  War.  He  alfo  faw  they  had 
the  Charge  of  a  Convoy :  but  he  could  not  know  that 
the  Beaufort  Store-Ship  was  not  a  third  Man  of  War  ; 
for,  at  a  Diftance,  ftie  had  lull  as  much  Appearance  as 
the  Lark ;  and,  even  when  near,  Ihe  had  little  lefs : 
therefore,  furely,  the  Enemy  would  not  wait  to  be  attack¬ 
ed  by  three  Ships ;  lince,  with  the  greateft  Addrefs  im- 
maginable,  he  feized  the  Advantage  that  Captain  Erjkine 
gave  him,  of  attacking  the  Warivick  fingly. 


•  M-Muma mu 
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As  the  Words  in  this  Refolve  may  refer  to  the  War¬ 
wick's  clofe  Engagement  with  the  Enemy,  it  is  alfo 
neceffary  to  anfwer  it  in  that  Senfe  $  and  then  the  Jufti- 
fication  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  will  confift  in  Ihewing, 
that  the  Mifconduft ,  with  which  he  was  charged,  of  nit 
tacking  when  he  faw  the  Warwick  firjl  engaged ,  is  not  on¬ 
ly  void  of  any  Support  of  Evidence  \  but  that,  on  the  Con¬ 
trary,  it  is  in  Proof  that  the  Lark  was  tacked ,  and  fleer¬ 
ing  dire&ly  after  the  Enemy,  above  twenty  Minutes  be¬ 
fore  the  Warivick  and  Enemy  came  to  clofe  Engagement. 

Lieutenant  Cummins ,  Paflenger  on  Board  the  War - 
wick,  fays,  “  the  Warwick  flood  three  Quarters  of  an 
“  Hour  to  the  Northward,  from  her  firft  tacking,  be- 
<c  fore  (he  came  to  clofe  Engagement :”  and  the  fame 
appears  by  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Atkins ,  fecond  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  Warwick ;  though  the  Charge  fays,  it  was 
only  ten  Minutes. 

Mr.  Crifpo ,  fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark ,  fays, 
“  that  the  Lark  was  tacked  in  lefs  than  three  Quarters  of 
“  an  Hour,  from  the  Time  fhe  ceafed  firing  on  the  Ene- 
<c  my  j  which  did  not  laft  above  five  Minutes.”  It 
appears,  by  many  Wdtnefles,  that  the  Warwick  tack¬ 
ed  whilft  the  Lark  was  firing.  Mr.  Atkins ,  and  Mr. 
Cummins ,  fay,  “  that  the  Warwick  flood  three  Quarters 
“  of  an  Hour  to  the  Northward,  from  her  firft  tacking, 
“  before  fhe  came  to  clofe  Engagement.”  Then,  con- 
fequently,  the  Lark  was  tacked  at  the  Time  the  En¬ 
gagement  begun.  According  to  Mr.  Macey ,  Mafter  of 
the  Lark  ;  and  Mr.  Johnfon ;  “  the  Lark  tacked  in  about 
“  half  an  Hour  after  fhe  ceafed  firing”  therefore,  it  was  a 
«  Quarter  of  an  Hour  before  the  Engagement  began.  But 
Mr  .Young,  third  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark ,  is  ftill  more  pre- 
cife  ;  for  he  depofed,  “  that  the  Lark  tacked  in  fix  or 
“  feven  Minutes  after  the  Enemy  bore  away,  towards  the 
“  Warwick .”  And,  it  appears  by  Mr.  Atkins* s  Evidence, 
that  the  clofe  Engagement  did  not  begin  till  About  half 
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an  Hour  after  the  Enemy  bore  away,  it  will,  from  thence, 
follow,  that  the  Lark  was  tacked  twenty-three  Minute* 
before  the  Engagement  began  ;  and  this  is  contrary  to 
the  Refolve ,  which  averts,  that  the  Lark  did  not  tack  when 
Jhefaw  the  Warwick  firji  engaged ;  unlefs  thofe  Words  are 
to  be  explained,  fo  as  to  refer  to  the  firft  Guns  fired  by 
the  Warwick ,  in  tacking ;  in  which  Senfe,  it  has  already 
been  anfwered. 

It  may  be  added,  with  Regard  to  Evidence  on 
this  Article,  what  Mr.  Macey,  Matter,  and  Wiliam  Ro- 
hinfon,  Quarter-Matter,  of  the  Lark,  declared  on  the 
Tnal .  1  he  firft  laid,  that  though  the  Lark-  was  kept 
“  conjlantly  Jieering,  and  pointing ,  fo  as  to  regain  the 
<c  Enemy  in  the  quickej, 1  Manner  j  it  was  neverthelefs  im- 
“  P°JJlbl\  for  her  to  come  up,  with  the  Wind  there  then 

was ,  in  ’Time  to  affijl  the  Warwick  when  Jhe  was  en- 
“  gaged.i%  And  the  latter  affirmed,  “  that  Captain 
“  Crookjhanks  did  all  in  his  Power  to  come  up  with  the 
<c  Enemy  and  Warwick” 


RESOLVE  V. 

That  Part  of  the  Charge  is  not  fully  proved*’*' 
Answer. 

The  Charge  implies  Cowardice  ;  and  nothing  elfe 
is  alledged  againft  Captain  Crookjhanks :  therefore,  no 
Part  of  the  Charge  is  proved;  for,  by 

RESOLVE  VI. 

Pronounced  by  the  Prefident,  on  the  Judge- Advocate’s 

Omiffion, 

“  The  Court  did',  unaoimoufly,  acquit  Captain 
“  Crookfhanks,  of  the  Suspicion  of  Cowardice,  Dif- 
affection,  or  Want  of  Zeal.” 


Thus 
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Thus,  it  is  evident,  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  was  laid 
under  a  very  fevere  Sentence,  when  his  Judges  had  ac¬ 
quitted  him  of  the  very  Charge,  which,  in  FaCi,  was 
Cowardice ;  and  that  was  really  what  Captain  Erjkine 
wanted  to  prove,  that  he  might  efcape  being  called  to  a 
Trial  himfelf  on  a  Charge  that  was  ready  to  be  exhibited 
againft  him  by  his  late  commanding  Officer,  as  appears 
by  the  following  Letters,  from  Captain  Crookjhanks  to 
Admiral  Knowles. 

Lark ,  in  Port  Royal  Harbour,  Jet- 
“  S  I  R,  maicay  February  3,  1747-8. 

I  NOW  offer  you  Articles  of  Complaint  againft  Cap¬ 
tain  Robert  Erjkine y  late  Commander  of  his  Majefty’s 
Ship  Warwick ;  defiring,  as  I  conceive  you  will  think  them 
fufficient,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  order  a  Court-Mar¬ 
tial  to  be  affembled,  and  held,  for  the  Trial  of  Captain 
Erjkine ,  on  the  Articles  hereafter  mentioned. 

Firft.  -Floaty  on  the  15th  of  'July  1747,  between 
twelve  and  one  o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  he  did  not 
obey  my  Signal  made  to  him,  to  chace  and  opentot.le 
North-Eaft  j  by  which  Difobcdienccy  it  is  almoft  mani- 
feft,  we  were  prevented  from  overtaking,  and  intercept¬ 
ing,  fome  Hours  fooner,  a  certain  large  Ship  of  the 
Enemy,  that  we  afterwards  engaged  :  AbftraCted  from 
the  pernicious  bad  Example  in  Difcipline. 

Second. — Tbaty  on  the  16th,  between  ten  and  eleven 
at  Night,  he  did  not  proceed  to  attack  the  Enemy,  in 
the  Method  I  had  led  him  on,  nor  follow  me :  But, 
contrary  to  my  Expectation ,  tacked ;  and  fired  fome 
Guns,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  almoft  made  it  a  Queftion 
at  what  ?  That  he  afterwards  came  to  an  Engagement 
with,  or  was  brought  to  an  Engagement  by,  the  fame 
large  Ship,  in  a  diforderly  conjtijcd  Manner ;  giving  the 
greateft  Advantage  he  could  do,  to  a  fuperior  Enemy, 

and 
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and  thereby  rifquing  his  Majefty’s  Ship  ;  and  afterwards 
quitting  the  Enemy  with  a  very  inconfiderable  Lofs  of 
Men,  or  Damage  to  the  Hull  of  his  own  Ship,  when  it 
muft  neceflarily  have  been  obferved,  that  the  Lark  was 
near  up  with  the  Warwick ,  coming  to  fupport  the  Engage¬ 
ment. 

Third. — That ,  on  the  29th  of  July,  about  eleven 
o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  upon  difcovering  a  Sail  in  the 
North  North-Weft  from  us,  {landing  to  the  Eaftward, 

I  made  the  Warwick’s  Signal  to  cbace  the  faid  Sail ;  which, 
he  obferved,  and  chafed  accordingly  :  But,  about  four 
o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon  on  the  30th,  he  left  off  chace, 
without  Signal,  or  any  other  Direction  ;  though  there  was 
Reafon  to  hope,  the  faid  Chace  might  have  been  fpoke 
with,  before  Night,  and  to  believe  fhe  was  an  Enemy 
by  her  Built,  and  had  fliewn  falfe  Colours,  which  were 
Englijh. 

Fourth. — That,  about  two  o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon, 
on  the  1  ft  of  Augujl ,  I  began  to  chace  a  Ship  to  the 
North-Eaft ;  and,  the  Weather  being  obfcure  and  hazy, 
Fmade  the  kEarwick’s  Signal  for  chacing  in  that  Quarter, 
chiefly  to  prevent  the  Rifque  of  lofing  Sight  of  her. 
That,  upon  my  approaching  within  a  fmall  Diftance  of 
the  Stern  of  the  Chace,  which  was  an  Englijh  Merchant- 
Ship,  that  had  been  lying  too  a  conliderable  Time, 
with  all  his  Sails  lowered  and  clewed  up,  the  Warwick 
run  up  with  the  Lark’s  Starboard-Bow,  borrowing  fo 
near  as  to  force  her  almoft  a-board  the  Merchant-Ship, 
whereby  (he  at  leaft  might  have  been  funk  a  Sacrifice 
to  this  Indifcretion  :  And  for  that,  upon  my  writing  to 
Captain  Erjkine ,  to  know  who  had  directed  and  managed 
the  Warwick  in  fuch  a  Manner,  he  wrote  me  a  Letter 
in  Anfwer,  and  ready  to  be  produced,  that  is  humbly 
conceived  rather  infolent,  than  an  Officer-like  Excufe, 
for  the  Behaviour. 


Fifth. 
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Fifth. — That,  by  my  Order  of  the  21ft  of  July, 
directed  to  Captain  Erjkine ,  he  was  to  proceed  to  Louis 
burgh,  &c.  as  foon  as  I  Ihould  hoiji  a  Dutch  *  Jack  at 
the  Mizen-T op-Maft-Head,  and  fire  two  Guns  j  which 
Signal  he  did  not  wait  for:  But,  on  the  8th  of  Augujl , 
iometime  between  four  and  fix  in  the  Afternoon,  loft 
Sight  of  us,  by  fleering  differently :  which  was  obferved, 
and  Guns  were  fired  accordingly,  for  the  Alteration  of 
Courfe ;  to  which  he  paid  no  Regard  -s  whereby,  after 
lofing  Malts  and  other  Diftreffes,  he  imprudently  loft  the 
Advantage  of  having  a  Ship  in  Company  to  give  him 
Alfiftance,  after  the  abating  of  the  Gale  of  Wind. 

My  Reafons  for  not  exhibiting  this  Complaint  looner, 
are,  I  hope,  fufficiently  explained  to  you,  in  my  Letter 
t  °f  the  4th  of  September  1747. 

I  am,  &c. 

Signed, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS. 

,3 

To  Charles  Knowles,  Efc  Rear-Admiral  of  the  White 
Squadron  of  his  Majefy’s  Fleet,’7 

N.B.  This  is  the  Letter  that  was  delivered  by  Mr. 

Luke  Macey ,  as  mentioned  in  Page  85. 


Port-Royal,  in  Jamaica, 

SIR*  Feb.  8,  1747-8. 

AS  my  firft  Letter,  of  the  3d  Inftant,  on  this  Sub- 
je<^>  may  be  conceived  to  have  been  delivered  out 
of  Time,  1  now  again  offer  you  Articles  of  Complaint 
againft  Captain  Robert  Erjkine ,  late  Commander  of  his 

Majefty’s 

*  Set  Page  27.  \  See  Page  35. 
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Majefty’s  Ship  Warwick  i  hoping  that  you  will  order  a 
Court-Martial,  as  foon  as  his  Majefty’s  Service  can  con¬ 
veniently  permit. 

I  am, 

4 

Signed, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS. 

To  Charles  Knowles t  Efq;  £sV.” 

N.  B.  The  five  foregoing  Articles  of  Complaint 
were  repeated  in  this  Letter. 

To  the  firft  Letter,  Captain  Crookjhanks  received  no  An- 
fwer  :  But  the  laft  Letter  he  delivered  into  the  Admiral’s 
own  Hands,  on  Board  the  Canterbury  :  And  the  Admiral 
gave  him  for  Anfwer,  “  that  he  would  confider  of  it  j 
<c  but  that  it  would  be  impoftible  to  order  a  Court-Mar- 
«  tial  till  the  Return  of  the  Fleet.”  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks  then  took  Occafion  to  fay,  “  that  he  found  it  was 
“  a  prevailing  Opinion,  that  the  Admiral  was  going  to 
A  Sea,  with  the  Fleet,  upon  an  Expedition,  in  which 
«  there  probably  might  be  fome  particular  Service  j  and 
«  that  he  hoped  the  Admiral  would  give  him  Leave  to 
“  go  on  Board  fome  one  of  the  Ships,  as  a  Voluntier 
But  the  Admiral  defired  Captain  Crookjhanks  to  excufe 
his  not  giving  a  diredt  Anfwer  j  and  that,  to  fave  Mr. 
Crookjhanks  the  Trouble  of  coming  to  him  again,  he 
would  write  to  him  j  which  Promife  he  did  not  per¬ 
form.  However,  it  could  be  proved,  that  the  Admiral 
could  not  forget  the  Offer  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  had 
made  of  his  Service. 

Capt.  Crookjhanks  alfo  fent  the  following  Letters  to 
Mr.  Kirke. 


“  To 
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c<  To  Robert  Kirke ,  Efqj  Deputy  Judge- Advocate. 


Port-Royal  in  ’Jamaica , 
Feb,  6,  1747-8. 


SIR, 


I  A  M  to  defire,  you  will,  as  foon  as  poffible,  furnifh 
me  with  an  attefted  Copy  of  the  Refolves,  and  Sen¬ 
tence?  of  my  Court-Martial. 


I  am,  &c. 

J.  CROOKSHANKS.” 


“To  Robert  Kirkey  Efq;  Deputy- Advocate. 


Port-Royal  in  Jamaica , 
Feb.  7,  1747-8. 


SIR, 


1M  U  S  T  again  requeft  you  will  fend  me  an  attefted 
Copy  of  the  Refolves,  and  Sentence,  of  my  Court- 
Martial. 


I  am,  tsV. 

J.  CROOKSHANK S.’fy 


Mr.  Kirkc  met  Captain  Crookjhanks  in  the  Street,  and 
gave  him  an  attefted  Copy  of  the  Sentence ,  figned  by  all 
the  Members ;  when  he  told  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  that, 
if  he  had  a  Mind  to  be  furnifhed  with  an  authentic!; 
Copy  of  the  Refolves ,  he  had  no  other  Way  but  by 
Application  to  the  Admiral ;  fince  he  had  ordered  him 
to  deliver  only  a  Copy  of  the  Sentence.  ” 

Upon  this  Information,  Captain  Crookjhanks  fent  the 
following  Letter  to  Admiral  Knowles. 


“  Port-Royal  in  Jamaicai 
Feb.  11,  1747-8. 


SIR, 


IP  R  A  Y  the  Favour  you  will  order  me  to  be  furnifhed 
with  a  Copy  of  the  Refolves,  of  my  Court  Martial. 
I  imagine  this  my  Requeft  would  not  be  refufed  by  the 


/ 
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Lords. 
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Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty.  I  humbly  con¬ 
ceive  You,  as  Commander  in  Chief  here,  have  the  fame 
Right,  in  this  Cafe ;  and,  as  I  am  mortal,  uncertain  of 
my  Arrival  in  England ,  now  labouring  under  many  Diffi- 


culties  and  Difadvantages,  and  neither  intending,  or  do. 
I  think  it  poffible  for  me,  to  make  any  improper  or  bad 


ufe  of  them,  I  hope,  at  leaft,  you  will  not  blame  me 
for  afking;  though  you  may  judge  it  wrong  to  grant  me 
this  Favour, 


I  am,  &c. 


J.  CROOKSHANKS” 


Captain  Crookjhanks  received  no  Anfwer  to  the  above 
Letter  ;  nor  could  he  ever  obtain,  at  Jamaica ,  the  Copy 
of  the  Refolves ;  but  he  got  them,  mutilated  as  they 
were,  when  he  came  to  England. 

On  the  15th  of  February ,  Admiral  Knowles  failed  with. 


the  Fleet  on  an  Expedition  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  and  Port: 
Louis. 


On  the  2d  of  Aprils  after  his  Return  to  Jamaica,  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  waited  upon  him,  and  offered  him  a.  Let-, 
ter;  when  the  Admiral  faid,  “  he  fuppofed  it  was  con- 
“  gerning  the  Trial  of  Captain  Erjkine  :”  Captain 
Crookjhanks,  faid,  “  it  was,”  to  which  he  replied,  that,. 


tc  he  was  very  bufy,  and  defired  the  Captain  would 
«  come  to  him  a  few  Days  after.”  Captain  Crookjhanks 
accordingly  returned  on  the  7th  of  Aprily  when  the  Ad-, 
jniral  accented  the  following  Letter  from  him. 


“  Port -Royal  in  Jamaica , 
April.  2,  1748. 


SIR, 


N  the  Duty  I  continue  to  owe  to  his  Majefty’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  remind  you,  of  the  feveral 


Articles  *  of  Complaint  I  have  exhibited  againfl;  Captain 
Erjkiney  in  my  two  former  Letters,  one  delivered  be¬ 


fore. 


*  See  p.  10I. 
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fore,  and  the  other  after,  my  Sentence  was  pronouncfed 
on  the  5th  of  February  laft. 

I  am,  as  to  myfelf,  convinced. *  that  Captain  Erjkine 
has  adted,  at  leaft,  like  a  bad  Officer :  Therefore,  I  per- 
fevere  in  defiring  to  have  him  brought  to  Trials  to  anfwer 
for  his  Conduct  at  a  Court  Martial.  His  own  negleft - 
big  to  infijl  on  the  fpeedieft  Opportunity  of  endeavouring 
to  clear  himfelf  publickly,  gives  fome  room  to  fufpeSi ,  he 
may  be  confcious  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  fomething  that 
■will  not  bear  the  ’Teft. 

*/  o 

I  am  to  obferve,  that*  great  Part  of  the  necefiary 
Witnefles  are  now  together,  and  under  your  Command  : 
But,  if  I  am  to  wait  for  the  Determination  of  the  Lords 
Commifiioners  of  the  Admiralty,  they  may  be  fo  fepa- 
rated  as  not  poflibly  to  be  collected.  I  hope  to  be  fa¬ 
voured  with  your  Anfwer,  and  remain,  &c. 

Signed  * 

J.  CROOKSHANKS„ 

T o  Charles  Knowles ,  Efq;  id c.” 

H 

The  Admiral  read  this  Letter*  and  feemed  a-while  to 
confider  of  its  Contents  •,  after  which,  he  asked  Captairi 
Crookjhanks ,  “  if  it  would  not  be  requifite  to  wait  for  the 
“  Return  of  the  Lark  to  Jamaica,  before  the  Trial  came 
<(  on  ”  The  Captain  anfwered*  “  that  it  certainly 
“  would ;  as  many  of  the  Witnefles  were  on  Board 
“  that  Ship.”  Upon  which  the  Admiral  anfwered, 
“  that  as  the  Lark  was  out  on  a  Cruize,  it  would  be  unne- 
“  ceflary  to  give  Orders  about  the  Trial,  till  her  Re- 
tc  turn and  he  defired  to  fee  Captain  Crookjhanks 
again. 

At  the  next  Interview*  the  Admiral  told  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  that,  “  he  had  asked  the  Advice  of  the  At- 
“  torney-General  of  Jamaica ;  who  was  of  Opinion* 
“  that  it  was  not  in  his  (the  Admiral’s)  Power  to  bring 

P  2  “  Captain 
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“  Captain  Erjkine  to  a  Trial;  however,  to  be  more 
«  certain  of  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  the  Admiral 
“  faid,  he  would  fummon  the  Captains,  and  ask  their 
“  Opinions.” 

Some  time  after,  Admiral  Knowles ,  then  acquainted 
Captain  Crookjhanks,  “  that  having  ajked  the  Opinions 
“  of  the  Captains ,  they  alfo  thought  he  could  not  bring 
“  Captain  Erskine  to  Trial.”  Upon  which.  Captain 
Crookjhanks  applied  to  the  Captains,  and  asked  their  Sen¬ 
timents  on  this  Subjedl ;  defiring  alfo  to  know,  if  they 
bad  been  fpoken  to  by  the  Admiral?  They  ALL  declared, 
K  they  had  not  feparately ,  or  together ,  been  asked  a  Sylla- 
“  lie  about  it  :”  and  feveral  of  them  faid,  “  that,  if  they 
u  had  been  asked,  they  would  not  have  hefitated  a  Mo- 
*s  ment  to  fay,  that  Captain  Erskine  ought  to  anfwer 
“  for  his  Conduct  at  a  Court  Martial.” 

When  Captain  Croekjhanks  waited  on  the  Admiral, 
at  another  Time,  the  latter  feemed  to  exprefs  a  Concern, 
i(  that  he  had  not  ordered  Captain  Erskine  to  be  tried  be- 
u  fore;  fince,  in  cafe  he  fhould  now  order  his  Trial,  it 
“  would  be  judged,  that  he  took  that  Opportunity  of 
‘1  (hewing  his  private  Refentment ;  as  it  was  now  pub- 
“  lickly  known ,  that  he  had  great  Rgafon  to  be  offended  at 
“  Captain  Erskine7 s  Behaviour  towards  him.”  How¬ 
ever,  the  Admiral  clofed  with  Captain  Crookjhanks  in 
Opinion,  “  that  Captain  Erskine ,  himfelf,  Jheuld  de- 
“  sire  to  be  tried.” 

That  Captain  Erskine  might  not  pretend  to  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  Complaint  laid  againft  him,  Captain  Crook - 
Jhanks  fent  him  the  following  Notice. 

“  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica , 
SIR,  April  13,  1748. 

I  H  A  V  E  been  often  asked,  if  I  had  made  a 
JL  Complaint  againft  you  to  Admiral  Knowles',  which 
points  out  to  me  it  has  been  a  Secret  to  the  World, 

though 
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though  1  hope  it  has  been  none  to  you.  Yet,  in  feat 
of  Accidents,  I  allure  you,  under  my  Hand,  I  have ; 
and  in  fuch  Terms  as  will  greatly  prejudice  your  Reputa¬ 
tion,  if  you,  your  own  felf,  do  not  folicit,  and  in  the 
moft  refolute  Manner,  to  be  brought  to  a  Court  Mar¬ 
tial  j  when,  and  where,  I  advife  you  to  endeavour,  by 
all  juft  Methods,  to  acquit  yourfelf. 

I  am,  tSr. 

Signed, 

J.  CROOKSHANKS. 

To  Captain  Robert  Erskine ,  Commander  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ship  Canterbury” 

The  Admiral  inlinuated  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  *'  that 

Captain  Erskine  had  been  the  firft  Complainant  j  and 
“  that  it  might,  therefore,  be  irregular  to  try  him.”  But  as 
Captain  Crookjbanks  could  not  fail  to  obferve  in  Mr. 
Knowles  fuch  an  undetermined,  and  evafive  Manner  of 
fpeaking,  and  a£ting,  in  this  Affair,  he  refolved  to  com¬ 
mit  to  Writing  the  Reafoning  and  Queries  here  under 
mentioned,  which  he  delivered  into  the  Admiral’s  own 

Hand  on  the  21ft  of  April ,  1748. 

“  Mr.  Mathews  fufpended  Mr.  Lejlock ,  fent  him  Home, 
and,  (as  I  believe,)  only  acquainted  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  general  Terms ,  of  his  Mifcondu£t :  Mr. 
Mathews  then  knowing  he  was  foon  to  be  in  Eng- 
l<md. 

<c  The  particular  Charge  againft  Mr.  Lejlock  was  not 
drawn,  nor  was  he  ordered  to  be  tried,  till  long  after 
the  Examination  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

“  Mr.  Mathews  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  tried, 
on  Articles  of  Complaint  to  be  exhibited  by  Mr.  Lef- 
tock” 


§>uery. 
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Query.  *—  u  If  Mr.  Lejlock  had  been  fentenced  to 
Death,  or  other  Punifhment,  inftead  of  being  acquitted, 
would  it  have  prevented  Mr.  Mathews’ s  being  tried  ? 

“  Captain  Erskine Jiole  away  a  Complaint  againft  me. 

Query. — If  it  fhould  be  attended  to,  before  I  had  Op¬ 
portunity,  or  had  been  ordered,  to  make  a  particular 
Reprefentation  ? 

<e  As  it  was  determined  I  fhould  be  tried  firft,  though 
Senior  Officer ,  my  Defence  abfolutely  required  a  *  Re¬ 
crimination.  It  was  pointed  out  in  the  ftrongeft 
Manner  in  my  Letter  of  the  4th  of  f  September and 
though  it  may  not  be  the  Practice  in  Common -Law- 
Courts  j  yet,  as  Courts-Martial  are  underftood  to  be 
Courts  of  Equity,  (and  Caufes  cognizable  before  them, 
being  fubjedt  and  liable  to  Circumfiances  that  cannot  pof- 
libly  happen  in  Land-Difputes,)  it  is  conceived,  it  may  be 
admitted  in  particular  Cafes  :  However,  it  is  prefumed, 
that  my  firft  Letter,  J  of  the  21ft  of  July ,  was  a  fufficient 
general  Complaint,  which  arrived  at  Louijburgh  on  or 
about  the  the  5th  of  Auguji. 

((  My  Order  to  repair  to  Louijburgh ,  to  anfwer  for 
myiCondudt  at  a  Court-Martial,  was  dated  the  **  15th 
of  Auguji  j  though  the  Warwick  did  not  arrive  till  the 
1 8  th. 

"  My  firft  particular  Charge  and  Articles  of  Com¬ 
plaint,  againft  Captain  CrookJloanks9  -ft  bear  Date  the 
3d  of  February ;  which  was  the  Day  the  Judge-Ad- 
vocate  acquainted  the  Court  he  had  finifhed  the  Crown- 

Evidence. 

*  The  Word  Recriminations  has  been  much  cavilled  at,  and 
may  be  improper:  However,  the  Conduit  of  the  two  Ships 
Was  fo  complicated  and  internuo<ven ,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
judge  of  the  one,  without  alking  Queftions  regarding  the 
Other  ;  which  was  the  Thing  meant  by  the  Word  Recrimination  ; 
and  it  is  prefumed  will  be  fo  underftood. 

+  See  Page  35.  £  See  Page  29.  **  See  Page  33. 

tt  See  Page  1 01. 
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Evidence.  They  were  fent,  under  the  San&ion  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Rentone’ s  Opinion,  for  the  Regularity  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  as  he  then  quoted  the  Affair  of  Mr.  Afathews 
and  Leftock  as  a  Precedent.  The  fame  Articles  were  * 
repeated  in  a  fubfequent  Letter,  and  referred  to  in  a 
third. 

“  Although  it  is  publickly  known,  that  Admiral  Knowles 
has  the  moft  ftrong  and  juff  Reafons  to  be  angry  with 
Captain  Er shine,  for  his  unfaithful  and  unojfcer-like  Be¬ 
haviour ',  on  a  certain  Occafion  j  fhould  the  Advocates 
for  Captain  Erfkine ,  fay,  “  that  Pique  or  Spite  have  en- 
“  gaged  Admiral  Knowles  to  lay  hold  of  an  Opportunity 
“  to  bring  him  to  a  Court- Martial may  not  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  or  his  Friends,  more  reafonably  fay,  “  the 
Admiral  feems  to  favour  the  Interejl  of  Captain  Erfkine ,, 
at  the  Price  of  Captain  Croohjkanks’s  Honour ,  in  not 
bringing  him  to  a  Court-Martial  ?” 

Query.  —  “If  a  Commanding  Officer  is  to  pay  the 
leaft  Regard  to  private  Opinions ,  in  a  Cafe  of  publick 
fujlice  ?  For  Captain  Erskine  is  accountable  to  his  King  and 
Country ,  for  the  ill  Behaviour  with  which  he  is  charged. 

Query.  —  “  If  there  is  an  Inftance  of  a  Military  Aian 
that  had  due  Regard  to  his  Reputation,  and  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  own  Innocence,  who,  after  having  re«* 
peated  Notice,  by  different  Methods,  that  his  Conduct 
was  formally  arraigned,  did  not  Jlrenuoufy  folicit  and  in- 
fijl  upon  having  the  fpeediejl  publick  Opportunity  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  acquit  himfelf  ? 

“  Thefe  few  Reafons,  and  Queries,  have  been  fuggeft- 
ed,  and  are  offered  to  your  Confideration  ;  in  Hopes 
to  convince  you,  beyond  the  lead  Sufticion  for  Doubt , 
that  I  continue  to  wifh,  that  I  may  never  be  drawn 
into  a  Neceffity  of  mentioning  your  Name,  but  with 
Regard.” 


*  See  Page  103.  10 6. 
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The  foregoing  Reafons,  and  Queries,  were  read  witfs 
feeming  Attention  by  the  Admiral,  who  promifed  “  to 
M  write  Captain  Crookjhanh  his  Thoughts  and  Rea- 
“  fons  for  not  trying  of  Captain  Erskine ,  without  an 
“  Order  from  Home However,  he  concurred  in 
Opinion*  that  it  was  the  Duty  of  Captain  Crookfhanks 
to  perfevere  to  have  Captain  Erflcine  tried:  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Promife,  he  fent  Captain  Crookjhanh  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Letter. 

u  Cornwall ,  in  Port-Royal  Harbour, 

S  I  Rj  Jamaica ,  April  26,  1748. 

1H  A  V  E  again  read,  and  confidered,  your  feveral 
Letters  of  Complaint  againft  Captain  Erjkitie ;  and 
give  it  you,  as  my  Opinion,  that  I  don’t  find  the 
Subjedl-matter  they  contain,  fujjcient  to  order  a  Court- 
Martial  upon  j  and,  indeed,  was  the  Charge  well ground- 
ed9  I  cannot  think  I  have  Authority  to  try 
him,  without  particular  Orders  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  :  however,  leaf  my  Judgment  Jhould  not  be 
right*  I  will  tranfmit  home  all  your  *  Letters  to  the 
Admiralty ,  and  defire  their  Lordlhips  Inftru&ions  up¬ 
on  them. 

As  to  whatever  Neceflity  (as  you  fay  at  the  End  of 
your  Lift  of  Queries)  you  may  be  drawn  into  of  men¬ 
tioning  my  Name,  upon  this  Occafion  ;  you  have  my 
Leaver  to  make  fuch  ufe  as  you  think  proper,  being  in¬ 
clinable  to  do  you  the  Juftice  to  believe,  you  will  adhere 
to  Truth. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 
Signed, 

CHARLES  KNOWLES. 
To  Captain  Crookjhanks 

* 

/ 

*  Query.  Were  thofe  Letters  tranfmitted  ? 


Captain 
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Captain  Crookjhanks  returned  the  following  Anfwer  to 
this  Letter. 


«  Klngjlon^  in  Jamaica , 
SIR,  April  28,1748. 

AFTER  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  Let¬ 
ter  of  the  26th,  it  can  only  remain  for  me  to 
idefire  the  E avour  of  you,  that,  in  Addition  to  my  Let¬ 
ters  you  propofe  fending  to  the  Admiralty,  you  will  be 
^leafed  to  order  the  Judge- Advocate,  to  tranfmit,  by 
the  firft  Opportunity,  the  RefolveS  of  the  Members  of 
my  Court-Martial ;  as  likewife  the  feveral  Depofitions 
applied  for  by  me,  to  be  taken,  in  feveral  *  Letters  to 
you  and  him. 

Captain  Dent  has  been  fo  kind  to  offer  me  the  Wel¬ 
come  of  a  Paffage  to  England  in  the  Plymouth ;  and,  as, 
I  think  I  ought  now  to  embrace  the  firft  Opportunity,  I 
afk  your  Commands,  and  am,  &c. 


Signed, 


JOHN  CROOKSHANfyS. 


iTo  Charles  Knowles ,  Efq;” 


After  the  Delivery  of  the  above  Letter,  to  which 
Captain  Crookjhanks  received  no  Anfwer,  he  faw  the 
Admiral,  who  then  acquainted  him,  “  that  he  intended 
to  change  Captain  Erskine  to  the  Command  of  the  Mil¬ 
ford ,  and  fend  him  home.”  Upon  this  Intelligence, 
Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Knowles . 
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“  Kingjion ,  May  1,  1748. 

SIR, 

I  SHOULD  have  been  better  fatisfied  with  my 
own  Opinion,  if  you  had  efteemed  yourfelf  fufficient- 
ly  impowered  and  authorifed  to  order  a  Court-Martial 
for  the  trying  of  Captain  Erjkine,  on  the  feveral  Articles 

of  Complaint  as  you  have  them,  fet  forth,  by  me,  again!* 
him.  & 

As  you  propofe  very  foon  to  fend  Captain  Erskine 
Home,  in  the  Command  of  the  Milford }  the  only  Me¬ 
thod  I  can  have  Recourfe  to,  for  ftill  endeavouring  to  do 
King,  my  Country,  and  myfelf*  publick  Juftke,  is, 
herein  to  fend  you,  agreeable  to  your  own  Defire,  a 
Lift  of  fuch  Evidences,  as,  I  now  can  Judge,  may  be 
abfolutely  neceffaryi  provided  my  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  fliould  be  pleafed  to  order  a  Trial,  on 
my  Application  to  them  after  my  Arrival  in  England,  as 

you  feem  to  think  they  would,  when  I  lajl  waited  on 
you. 

I  am,  &c. 

* 

Signed, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS, 

To  Charles  Knowles ,  Efqj  idc. 

N.  B.  The  Lift  of  Names  of  fuch  People  that 
Captain  Crookjhanks  required,  as  Evidence,  was 
fubjoined.” 

The  above  Letter  was  delivered  to  the  Admiral  by 
Mr.  Vaughan ,  who  afked  him,  «  if,  he  had  any  Com¬ 
mands  for  Captain  Crookjhanks  V*  But,  as  Mr.  Vaughan 
reported,  the  Admiral,  inftead  of  giving  him  an  An- 
fwer,  addrefled  himfelf  to  fome  other  Gentlemen  in 

the 
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the  Room,  and  faid,  “  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  had 
«  plagued  him  to  bring  Captain  Erskine  to  a  Trial;  and 
«  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  now  taken  it  into  his  Head 
«  to  apply  at  Home  to  have  him  tried  ;  but  that  he  had 
*<  taken  Care  to  put  a  Spoke  in  the  Wheel.” 

The  Plymouth ,  Captain  Digby  Dent ,  failed  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  on  the  17  th  of  May  1748  ;  on  Board  which 
Ship  Captain  Crookjhanks  came  Home  Paflenger,  and  ar¬ 
rived,  on  the  3d  of  July,  at  Portfmouth ;  from  whence  he 
immediately  difpatched  the  following  Letter,  to  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

.V  -  *• 

“SIR,  Portfmouth ,  July  3,  1748. 

I  AM  to  beg  the  Favour  of  your  good  Offices,  to  re- 
prefent,  that  1  fhould  have  taken  the  earlieft  Op¬ 
portunity,  after  my  Sentence,  to  have  addrefled  my- 
felf  to  their  Lordfhips  from  Jamaica ,  if  I  had  not  been 
led  on  to  expeSl  that  Admiral  Knowles  would  have  ordered  a 
Court-Martial  to  be  held  for  the  Trial  of  Captain  Erskine, 
on  the  feveral  Articles  of  Complaint  exhibited,  by  me, 
againft  him  ;  which  were  firft  delivered  to  Mr.  Knowles , 
immediately  after  the  Judge- Advocate  acquainted  the 
Court  he  had  finifhed  with  the  Crown  Evidence,  'on 
my  Trial.  As  the  Admiral  pronounced  this  an  irre¬ 
gular  Step ,  I  fet  forth  the  fame  Articles,  in  a  fecond  Let¬ 
ter  to  the  Admiral,  after  I  received  my  Sentence  on  the 
5th  of  February  laft. 

It  was  humbly  conceived,  that  Commodore  Knowles 
would  have  underftood  my  firft  Letter,  of  the  21ft  of 
July ,  (Copy  of  which  you  have  already  inclofed,  with 
the  Abftrait  of  my  Journal,  tranfmitted  you  the  16th 
of  Augujl  from  Newfoundland)  as  a  fufficient  Ground 
for  ordering  a  general  Court-Martial  Enquiry ,  into  the 
Caufes  of  the  ill  Succefs  which  gave  me  Occafion  to  de¬ 
fire  it.  Previous  to  fuch  Enquiry,  my  Objections  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Erjkine’s  Conduit,  would  of  Courfe  have  been 
drawn  up,  and  delivered  in  Form.  But  finding,  by  the 

0.2  Commodore’s 
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Commodore’s  Letter,  dated  the  r5th  of  Auguji,  four 
or  five  Days  before  Captain  Erjkine  joined  him  at  Louis- 
burgh,  that  he  had  already  taken  a  Refolution  to  try  me 
Separately ,  on  a  Complaint  of  Captain  Erjkine,  privately 
fent  away  with  Lieutenant  Hughes  of  the  Warwick)  in 
the  Montagu  Ordnance  Packet;  and  on  which  Refolu¬ 
tion  he  proceeded  to  fufpendy  and  confine  mey  for  that 
Purpofe ;  I,  on  my  Arrival  there,  the  4th  of  September, , 
thought  neceffary  to  deliver  into  his  own  Hand  a  Letter 
of  that  Day ;  alfo  fuggefting,  the  Difficulties  I  might 
probably  lie  under,  as  to  my  Defence,  on  Captain  Ers- 
kine’s  being  admitted  as  Accufer ;  to  whofe  difobedient  and 
unwarrantable  Behaviour)  as  I  thought  myfielf  able  to  prove , 
our  Difappointment  was  chiefly,  or  wholly,  owing .  Theft 
were  Difficulties,  which  this  Advantage  given  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Ershne,  actually  laid  me  under  at  the  Court-Martial, 
who  thought  proper  to  confine  their  Enquiry ,  to  the  sin¬ 
gle  Point  of  my  particular  Conduct ;  which  I  found 
myfelf  unfuccefsful  in  thoroughly  clearing  up  to  their  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  ;  though  I  do  not  doubt  but  I  fliould  have  been 
able  to  have  done  it,  if  1  had  been  at  Liberty  to  vindicate 
myfelf  by  the  Proof  of  fuch  Circumjlances  as  necejfarily 
contained  a  Charge  againft  Captain  Erskine. 

From  their  Lordfhip’s  known  Difpofition  to  difpenfe 
the ftri&eft  Juftice,  I  am  encouraged  humbly  to  pray; 

That  they  will  be  pleafed  to  order  me  a  Copy  of  the 
Refolves  of  my  Court-Martial ;  as  alfo  of  the  Minutes 
taken  by  the  Judge-Advocate : 

That  they  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  me  a  Review  of 

my  own  Friaf,  in  fuch  Manner  as  they  may  think  fit  to 
preferibe : 

That  they  will  be  pleafed  to  order  Captain  Erskine  to 
be  tried,  on  the  fame  Articles  of  Complaint  J  have  exhi-, 
bited  againft  him  to  Admiral  Knowles ;  whom  I  follicited 
m  the  moft  ftrenuous  Terms,  within  the  Rules  of  De¬ 
cency, 
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cency,  to  order  his  Trial  at  'Jamaica ;  and  the  more,  for 
the  Reafons  I  now  acquaint  their  Lordlhips  with  : 

That  moft,  or  all,  of  the  neceflary  Witnefles 
were  then  together,  and  under  his  Command :  That, 
by  my  being  under  the  Neceffity  of  waiting  for  their 
Lordlhips  Determination,  and  then  at  fo  great  a  Dis¬ 
tance  from  them,  the  Witnefles  might  be  fo  Separated, 
as  not  poffibly  to  be  collected. 

That  Captain  Erskine  neglecting  to  follicit  the 
fpeedieft  Opportunity  of  endeavouring  publickly  to 
acquit  himfelf  of  a  Complaint  againft  him,  I  con¬ 
ceived,  might  alone,  give  Caufe  of  fufpicion,  that  he 
%ugs  confcious  of  having  been  guilty  of  what  would  not  bear 
the  Tejl  of  an  Enquiry. 

That,  as  an  Officer,  he  was  accountable  to  his 
King  and  Country,  for  the  ill  Behaviour  he  is  charged 
vvith  \  which  was  a  Sufficient  Motive  for  perfevereing 
}n  my  Requeft  of  having  him  brought  to  Juftice : 
But  that  it  was  ftrengthened,  by  confidering  alfo,  that 
it  would  tend  to  enable  me,  in  my  Endeavours,  rea¬ 
dily  and  obvioufly  to  exculpate  my  Self  from  every 
Tittle  in  Captain  Erskine* s  Charge  againft  me.  , 

The  Admiral  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  would  ffiortly 
fend  Captain  Erskine  to  England ,  in  the  Command  of  the 
Milford }  but  that  he  would  difcharge  all  fuch  Witnef- 
fes  I  Should  give  him  a  Lift  of  j  and  accordingly  I 
delivered  him  one. 

I  am,  fsV. 

Signed, 

JOHN  crqokshank;s. 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  Efqf 


Mr. 


Mr.  Corbett  wrote  the  following  Anfwer  to  this  Letter. 

Admiralty-Office ,  July 

“SIR,  5,  1748. 

I  HAVE  received,  and  communicated  to  my  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  your  Letter  of 
Y efterday’s  Date,  defiring  a  Court-Martial  may  be  held 
on  Captain  Erskine,  for  Mifconduft  in  the  late  Action 
with  the  Gloriofo ,  and  Copies  of  feveral  Papers ,  in  Order 
to  make  good  your  Charge  againjl  him :  And  I  am  com¬ 
manded,  by  their  Lordfhips,  to  acquaint  you,  that,  if 
you  had  defigned  to  have  brought  him  to  a  Trial,  for 
Mifcondudl  in  the  Action,  you  ought  to  have  applied^ 
abroad,  in  proper  Time ,  to  your  Commander  in 
Chief  ;  but  not  now ,  after  your  Condemnation ,  which  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  recriminating  *  Temper. 

Their  Lordfhips  farther  order  me  to  let  you  know, 
that  your  Name  is  Jlruck  out  of  the  Lijl  of  Captains  j  and 
that  you  are  not  to  look  upon  yourfelf  to  be  confidered 
as  a  Captain  in  the  Navy. 

1  I  am,  SIR, 

Y our  very  humble  Servant. 

Signed, 

THOMAS  CORBETT. 

To  John  Crookfhanks,  Efqf 

The  above  Letter  was  fent  to  Portfmouth:  But  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  had  fet  out  for  London  before  it  came 
down,  fo  that  it  did  not  fall  into  his  Hands  till  the  15th 
of  July ;  and,  on  the  26th,  he  fent  a  Letter  to  Lord 
ffnJon>  wherein  he  acquainted  his  Lordfhip, 

“  That 
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rs  That  it  was  his  ill  Luck,  and  not  his  Fault,  to  have 
%t  furvived  many  Friends,  To  as  to  have  few  left  in  a 
very  diftinguifhed  Light,  and  thofe  perhaps  little  or 
“  not  known  to  his  Lordfliip.  That  the  Reflexion  was 
“  alleviated  upon  this  Principle,  which  he  hoped  would 
“  never  leave  him,  that  it  was  only  his  own  Tajk ,  to 
<c  acquire ,  maintain ,  and  defend  his  own  Credit ;  more  efpe- 
<c  daily  in  a  public  Calling.  That  his  Character  had  been 
traduced,  and  blackened,  by  the  vileft  Arts,  and  moft 
44  bafe  Infinuations :  And  that  he  was,  in  great  Meafure, 
a  Sacrifice  to  popular  Cry,  raifed  by  a  few  defigning 
44  bad  Men,  was  what  he  had  been  too  plainly  con* 
“  vinced  of,  and  in  the  fevereft  Manner. 

“  That  he  fliould  be  unpardonably  wanting  to  himfelf, 
<s  not  to  addrefs  his  Lordfhip,  as  the  Means  to  feek  and 
“  obtain  Redrefs  of  the  Grievances  and  Misfortune  he 
<c  had  fuffered,  when  he  might  be  found  to  deferve  it  5 
declaring,  he  Ihould  efteem  it  next  to  (tabbing  him- 
46  felf,  to  offer  to  impofe  upon  his  Lordftiip,  or  to  glofs 
“  or  couch  a  fingle  Circumftance.” 

And  then  Captain  Grookjhanks  addrelled  himfelf  to 
Lord  Anfon  in  thefe  Words ;  ) 

“  I  conceive,  Mathematical  Truths  cannot  be  ex- 
plained  away  by  Words  ;  and  I  have  learnt  to  hope, 
tc  they  will  fooner,  or  later,  glare  through  the  darkeft 
clouds. 

«c  With  Regard  to  the  Attack  of  the  Gloriofo ,  I  had 
44  formed  a  Plan  of  Operation,  if  not  a  good  one,  the 
“  beft  that  occurred  to  me,  and  which  nothing  but 
“  Captain  Erf  tine’s  managing  in  the  Manner  he  did, 
“  could  pofJibly  have  prevented  me  putting  zealoufly  in 
“  Execution.  It  was  not  in  my  Power  to  command 
“  Succefs  :  But,  I  am  confident,  I  fhould  not  have  la- 
“  boured  a  Minute  under  the  Sufpicion  of  not  having 
“  tried  every  Effort  in  human  Power  to  gain  it  j  firft, 

“  for  the  Honour  of  his  Majefty’s  Arms ;  and  next,  for 

<< 
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“  our  own  Credit  and  Profit.  Here,Reafon  and  Inclinatiori 
“join  and  force  me  to  requeft  a  Favour :  It  is*  that  your 
“  Lordfhipwill  be  pJeafed  to  grant  me*the  Indulgence  of  only 
ct  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  of  your  Leifure  j  when  I  hope  to 

demonftrate,  how  far  I  conceived  myfelf  to  have  been 
“  right  with  Regard  to  the  Attack  of  the  Gloriofo ;  and 
£c  to  furnifh  your  Lordfhip  with  fuch  Materials,  as  may 
“  more  readily  point  out  every  Circumftance. 

“  I  have  ftruggled  againft  vaft  Difficulties,  and  a 
“  Torrent  of  Prepofleffion  ;  yet  my  Spirits  could  never 
“  be  the  lead:  deprefled.  My  Conference  was,  and  is, 
“  clear ;  my  Mind  free  and  eafy  j  from  a  Convidtion  of 
“  my  Intention  to  have  performed  my  Duty,  as  became 
“  a  Man,  and  an  Officer,  to  the  beft  of  my  Judg- 
“  ment/’ 

Captain  Crookjhanh, >  a  few  Days  after  fending  this 
Letter,  waited  upon  Lord  Anfon  at  the  Admiralty,  and 
opened  his  Reprefentation  by  faying,  “  he  laboured 
“  under  the  Misfortune  of  being  fufpended  his  Majefty’s 
“  Service,  during  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure His  Lord¬ 
fhip  inftantly,  and  warmly,  replied,  “  he  believed  that 
‘I  would  be  for-ever  ;  and  that  it  was  very 
“happy  for  Captain  Crookjhanh  to  have  been  tried 
“  Abroad  ;  fince,  if  he  had  been  tried  in  England ,  his 
“  Lordfhip  was  convinced,  he  fhould  have  met  with 
“  another  Sort  of  Fate.”  This  excited  Captain  Crookjhanks 
to  fay,  “  he  was  very  fure  of  the  contrary ;  and  that  he  had 
“  no  Manner  of  Doubt  of  being  able  to  demonftrate  the 
“  Severity  of  his  Sentence,  and  confequently  that  he  ought 
“  to  obtain  Redrefs.”  His  Lordfhip  then  afked  Captain 
Crookjhanksy  “  If  he  expected  any  Favour  through  the 
“  Admiralty  £”  To  which  the  Captain  anfwered,  “  he 
“  did  form  fuch  Hopes  j  and  to  have  his  Lordfhip’s 
“  Countenance  in  particular  :  But  only  expedted  it,  when 
“  he  fhould  be  able  to  clear  up  every  Doubt  that  might 

remain 


«  remain  in  his  Lordfhip’s  Mind  relative  to  his  Con- 
“du<ft;  and,  in  fuch  .Expectation,  the  Captain  laid,. 
«  he  (hould  wait  with  the  greateft  Deference  and  Re¬ 
signation  ;  fenfible,  that  it  might  require  Time,  as  he 

“  was  too  well  informed  of  the  lndujlry  and  Pains  that 
«  had  been  taken,  not  only  to  fow  private,  but  popu  ai 
«  and  general,  prepoffeflions  againft  him.  His  Lor  - 
{hip  then  told  Captain  Crookjhanks.,  “  that  his  own  hri 
««  Lieutenant  had  wrote  againft  him.”  And  the  Cap¬ 
tain  replied,  that  “  he  very  well  knew  that  Lieutenant 

had  fathered  a  Letter,  which,  he  had  been  informed, 
4t  had  fallen  into  his  Lordftiip’s  Hands. 

Captain  Crookjhanks  then  produced  to  his  Lordfhip  a 
Draught  of  the  Engagement,  as  hereto  annexed  ;  ana 
took  that  Opportunity  of  fhortly  defcribing  his  Scheme 
of  Operation  Lord  Anfon  then  afked  him,  “  Why 
“  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  get  to  Windward  ?”  And 
Captain  Crookjhanks  gave  him  Reafons,  which  his  Lord- 
Ihip  neither  exprefly  approved  or  difapproved ;  but  told 
the  Captain,  “  he  had  loft  a  very  fine  Prize.” 

Upon  the  Clofe  of  this  Convention,  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks  took  the  Liberty  of  obferving,  “  that  the  Refolve* 
“and  Sentence ,  implied  only  an  Error  in  Judgment .” 
But  his  Lordfhip  faid,  “  there  was  a  great  Difference 
“  between  a  rash  and  a  cautious  Error  in  Judg- 


“  ment .” 

Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote  the  following  Letter  to 
Mr.  Clevland ,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 


London , 

«  SIR,  Augujl  14,  1748'. 

IN  my  Letter  to  you,  of  the  3d  of  July  from  Portf- 
mouth,  I  prayed  their  Lordfhips  to  grant  me  feveral 
Requefts  ;  and  firft,  a  Copy  of  the  Refohes  of  my 

Cour. -Martial  j  by  your  Anfwer  to  which,  I  am  in- 

t?  ftrudled 
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ftrb&ed  that  their  Lordfhips  were  of  Opinion,  that  I 
wanted  feveral  Papers,  in  order  to  make  good  the  Charge 
againft  Captain  Erskine.  I  beg  you  to  allure  their  Lord¬ 
fhips,  that  my  Intent  was  only  to  be  enabled  to  fhew^ 
from  an  authentic  Paper,  wherein  I  conceived  myfelf  to 
have  been  treated  with  Rigour,  when  they  might  be 
pleafed  to  give  me  Leave. 

“  The  Rcfolves ,  I  apprehend,  are  the  Court’s  Reafons 
for  the  Sentence  they  pronounced  againft  me,  or  a  Part 
of  the  Sentence  ;  therefore,  humbly  beg  their  Lordfhips 
will  be  pleafed  to  indulge  me  in  having  a  Copy  of 
them.  It  fo  nearly  relates  to,  and  affecT,  my  Honour, 
that  I  can  hope  their  Lordfhips  will  not  blame  me  for 
this  Importunity;  efpecially,  as  I  beg  Leave  to  declare, 
that  I  am  morally  certain  I  fhall  be  able  to  fhew,  that 
the  Warwick’^  being  tacked to  Jland  from  the  Lark, 
and  managed  afterwards  in  the  Manner  Jhe  was ,  could 
only  have  been  the  Caufe,  or  have  given  the  leaft 
Opening,  for  my  perfonal  Refolution  or  Conduit  beinf 
called  in  Queftion,  and  to  have  long  fuffered  in  the 
Manner  they  have :  But  I  hope  to  clear  this  up  to  their 
Lordfhips  Satisfa&ion. 

Signed, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS. 

To  John  Clevland,  Efq” 

Mr.  Clevland  returned  the  following  Anfwer  to  this 
Letter. 

“  Admiralty-Office, 

1  •K»  l6-  Augnf  1748, 

IHave  received,  and  read  to  my  Lords  Commiffioners 
ot  the  Admiralty,  your  Letter  of  the  14th  Inftant, 
defiring  a  Copy  of  the  Rcfolves  of  the  Court-Martial, 

held 
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held  on  Board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Cornwall ,  in  Port- 
Royal  Harbour,  Jamaica,  for  enquiring  into  your  Con- 
du6t  j  and  am  commanded,  by  their  Lordfhips,  to  fend 
you  the  Copy  you  defire. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Signed,  j  CLEVLAND. 

To  John  Crookfhanks,  Efq j” 

Thus  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  at  laft,  obtained  a  Copy 
of  the  *  Refolves,  for  which  he  had  been  fo  long  folli- 
citing,  both  at  Jamaica  and  in  England :  But  thel'e  Re¬ 
folves  were  very  different  from  f  thofe  made  in  the 
Court-Martial,  and  were  as  follow  ; 

“COPY  of  the  Refolves  of  a  Court-Martial  on 
“  Captain  Crookjhanks. 

“  Refolved  unanimoujly , 

“  That  [it  has  appeared ,  by  the  Evidence  given ,  to  be 
“  doubtful  whether  Captain  Crookfhanks  was  within 
«  Point  Blank  Shot ,  when  he  fired  at  the ]  Enemy.” 

“  Refolved  unanimoujly , 

“  That  Captain  Crookjhanks  did  not  [relieve  or]  affift 
“  the  Warwick,  during  the  Engagement,  [in  the  Manner 
“  he  might  have  done ;]  but  do  not  think  him  guilty  of 
“  Cowardice,  or  Difaffedtion.5* 

“  Refolved  unanimoujly , 

“  That  Captain  Crookjhanks  acted  imprudently  [in 
“  feparating  from  the  W arwick,  while  foe  was  engaged 

R  2  “  with 


9  See  p.  X05. 


t  See  p.  94. 
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<c  with  the  Enemy ,  upon  the  contrary  Tack,  and  thereby 
“  increafmg  his  Dijlance  from  them,  fo  much']  before  he 
tc  tacked  [to  Jiand  towards  them,  that  he  put  it  out  of 
tc  his  Power  to  get  up  to  relieve  or]  affift  the  Warwick 
<£  [before  the  Engagement  had  ceafed,  by  the  Warwick's 
“  loftng  her  Main  Top-Majl,  and  being  otherwife  much  dif- 
“  abled  in  her  Majls,  Yards,  Rigging ,  and  Sails,  and  thereby 
^  falling  to  the  Southward  from  the  Enemy,  who  took  the 
"  Opportunity  of  hauling  the  Wind  to  the  Northward,  and 
“  thereby  efcaped :  And,  upon  the  whole ,  the  Court  unani- 
“  moufy  agreed,  that  he  fell  jmder  Part  of  the  14  th 
<e  Article  of  the  Articles  of  War ;  and  unanimoufy  agreed 
“  to  difmifs  him  from  the  Command  of  his  Majejly's  Ship 
<c  Lark ,  and  cajhier  him  during  his  Majejly's  Pleafere."] 

It  is  well  worthy  of  Obfervation,  that  not  one  of 
thofe  Words  marked  in  Itaiicks,  between  the  Crotchets 
is  to  be  found  in  the  original  Refolves,  as  taken  down  in 
Court,  and  fet  forth  in  P.  94. 

It  appears,  that  Captain  Crookfhanks  applied  *  to  the 
Judge-Advocate  by  Letter,  and  afterwards  to  the  Ad¬ 
miral,  to  obtain  an  authentic  Copy  of  the  Refolves ; 
but^was  refufed  them,  contrary  to  Cuftom.  Captain 
Crookfhanks  did  not  then  even  fufpeft,  what  could  be  the 
Motive  for  fuch  a  Refufal  :  But,  when  he  received  the 
foregoing  Copy  of  Refolves,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  he  was  no  longer  at  a  Lofs  to  difeover  the 
Reafon,  why  he  was  not  furnifhed  with  them  at  Ja¬ 
maica.  If  a  Copy  of  thofe  Refolves  had  been  granted 
while  every  Thing  was  fo  frefh  in  Memory,  who  would 
have  dared  to  alter  and  adulterate  the  Records  of  the 
Court?  It  was  therefore  refufed,  that  falfe  and  Jpurious 
Refolves  might  be  impofed  on  the  Lords  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  with  Hopes  of  being  undetected.  By  comparing 
thefe,  with  the  real  Refolves  in  P.  94.  wrote  down  hZ 
mediately  from  Minutes  taken  in  Court,  it  will  clearly 


*  Seep.  105. 
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appear,  that  they  do  not  agree,  either  in  Form  or  Sub- 
Jiance:  But,  to  prove  that  the  Refolves  fet  forth  in 
P.  94.  are  genuine ,  Captain  Crookjhanks  can  produce  no 
lefs  Authority  than  the  Prefident  of  his  Court-Martial, 
which  will  be  inferted  in  its  proper  Place. 

Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  ; 


<c  London , 

“  S  I  Augujl  26,  1748. 

BEING  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  16th 
Inftant,  I  am  to  thank  their  Lordfhips  for  granting 
me,  agreeable  to  my  Requeft,  a  Copy  of  the  Refolves 
of  my  Court-Martial ;  fuch  as  have  been,  I  prefume, 
tranfmitted  to  your  Office,  by  the  Gentleman  who  afted 
as  Judge- Advocate  at  my  Trial.  I  am  very  pofitive , 
the  Copy  I  am  favoured  with,  is  not,  either  in  Form 
or  Subjiance ,  what  was  read  publiekly  in  Court ,  previous 
to  the  Sentence.  To  the  beft  of  my  Recclle&ion,  the 
Number  of  the  Refolves  was  Six ,  comprehending  no 
Part  of  the  Sentence ;  but  only  declaring  the  Court's 
Reafons  for  proceeding  to  fuch  Sentence. 

“  I  beg  Leave  to  acquaint,  and  venture  to  aver  to,  their 
Lordfhips,  becaufe  publiekly  and  notorioufly  known,  that 
the  Judge  -  Advocate  omitted  to  read  one  of  the 
Refolves.  The  Prefident  challenged  him  upon  the 
Omijfion ;  and  then  was  pleated  to  fay  to  me,  “  Sir, 
“  the  Court  do9  by  an  unanimous  Refolve ,  acquit 
you  of  the  Suspicion  of  Cowardice ,  Difaffettion,  or 
want  of  Zeal”  Moft  of  the  Members  faid  fomething 
in  Confirmation }  and  Captain  Rentone9  in  particular, 
told  me,  in  the  fame  Inftant,  that  I  had  only  mijlaken  In 
point  of  Time ,  and  flood  too  long  to  the  Southward. 

<£  If  I  can  fhew,  wherein  the  Court  have  mifconceived 
a  Point,  or  have  been  mifguided  by  the  Evidence,  I 
humbly  hope  their  Lordfhips  will  permit  me  j  and  that 
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the  Members,  as  Men  of  Juftice  and  Candour,  will  not 
fcruple  to  acknowledge  it,  when  fairly  convinced.  The 
Prefident  is  in  England ;  and  the  other  Members  may  ar¬ 
rive  in  Time  to  come. 

“  With  Regard  to  the  firjl  Refolve ,  as  it  Jlands  in  the 
Copy  I  have,  I  beg  Leave  to  refer  their  Lordfhips  to  the 
*  Reafonings ,  in  my  Anfwer  to  the  Charge,  pronounced 
to  the  Court,  wrote  in  my  own  Hand  ;  and,  I  am  to 
fuppofe,  is  among  the  other  Papers  relating  to  the 
Court-Martial  j  the  moil  material  Aflertions  in  which 
Anfwer,  I  humbly  conceive,  are  in  Proof.  If  the  Dif- 
tance  at  which  the  Lark  and  Enemy  exchanged  their  Fires, 
be  nearly  afcertained,  I  humbly  apprehend,  the  Dijiance 
Ihe  muft  {land  to  gain  the  Wind  of  the  Enemy,  may  be 
as  nearly  afcertained  and  determined  by  a  Trigonome¬ 
trical  Queftion.  It  was  alked,  of  three  or  more  Wit- 
nefles,  if  the  Lark  had  been  tacked  fooner,  could  {he 
have  lain  up,  fo  as  to  gain  the  Wind  of  the  Enemy  ? 
Anfwered,  No  ;  /he  could  not. 

<c  My  Plan,  in  the  Lark,  was  to  engage,  if  poffible, 
on  the  Weather-Bow  of  the  Enemy,  and  keep  him  le~ 
Mueen  two  Fires ;  becaufe,  I  had,  through  the  whole 
Chace,  conceived  her  to  be  a  very  large  Ship  j  and,  as 
loon  as  it  was  Day-Light,  I  pofitively  knew  it  to  be  fo  ; 
and,  that  if  well  appointed,  not  to  be  taken  by  the 
Lark  and  Warwick,  unlefs  both  Ships  were  well  managed, 
and  refolutely  fought.  I  had  alfo  this  View,  in  {landing 
a-head  of  the  Enemy,  that  I  prevented  him  dragging 
me  farther  out  of  the  Courfe  of  my  Voyage,  with  a 
Convoy  I  had  in  Charge;  ami  likewife,  that  I  thereby 
kept  the  Diftance  doled,  all  that  Time  the  Enemy  fol¬ 
lowed  me,  upon  the  fame  Tack,  till  I  had  fore-reached 
far  enough  to  crofs  him  a-head. 

<c  I  beg  Leave  to  fay,  my  Defigns  and  Intentions  were 
good,  I  meant  to  have  promoted,  all  in  my  little  Power, 
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the  Honour  of  his  Majefty’s  Arms,  the  Intereft  of  my 
Country,  and  to  have  acquired  Reputation  and  Profit  to 
myfelf,  and  every  one  concerned.  If  the  Plan  was 
weakly  and  injudicioufly  concerted  ;  yet,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  for  me  to  quit  the  Enemy’s  Broad-Side  for  fome 
Time  j  becaufe,  moll  of  the  Breechings  on  the  Gun- 
Deck  were  broke,  fome  of  them  twice. 

“  Their  Lordfhips  can  be  pleafed  to  determine,  whether 
an  Admiral,  or  any  fenior  Officer,  leading  a  Squadron, 
or  Divifion  of  Ships,  in  Line  of  Battle  by  the  Wind' 
would  be  laid  to  feparate  from  the  fternmoft  Ships  of  his 
Divifion,  or  they  from  him  ;  provided  fuch  ftermnojl  Ships 
tacked ,  to  Hand  from  the  Admiral*  without  Signal  or 
other  Direction  ? 

“  With  Regard  to  the  third  Refolve ,  in  my  Copy,  I 
beg  Leave  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that,  from  ten 
o’Clock  at  Night  of  the  firft  Day’s  Chace,  till  near 
eleven  at  Night  of  the  fecond,  as  fenior  Captain,  I  led 
the  Warwick  on  the  Larboard- Tack,  towards,  and  very 
near  up  to,  the  Enemy ;  both  Ships  carrying  every  Inch 
of  Canvas  that  could  be  fet  by  the  Wind. 

“  Captain  Erskine,  judging  for  himfelf  (as  appears  fince, 
by  his  own  Confeffions  in  different  Shapes)  *  ordered  the 
Warwick  to  be  tacked  ;  in  doing  which,  he  fired 
fome  Guns  from  his  Starboard-Side,  whole  Shot  were 
feen  to  fall  in  the  Water,  and  f  far  fort  of  the  Enemy . 
From  this  Period  of  Time,  to  that  of  their  coming  to 
Action,  was  near  an  Hour  and  a  Quarter.  The 
Enemy  followed  me  under  a  flack  Sail ;  while  I  carried 
a  pred:  Sail,  in  Order  to  gain  the  Wind  of  him,  in  the 
leaf!  Time  poffible  j  untill  he  faw  the  Lark  far  enough 

diffant, 

*  Without  any  Signal,  or  Dire£lion,  from  me. 

f  In  his  Charge  againfl  me,  he  confeffes  the  Order  of 
tacking  ;  and  lays,  I  fired  at  too  great  a  Diftance,  or  without 
Point-Blank-Shot }  though  it  is  in  Proof,  that  he  fired  at  a 
much  greater  Didance  than  me. 
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diftant,  to  crofs  him  a-head  upon  tacking,  of  which  he 
could  judge  as  well  as  myfelf.  Then  he,  feeing  the 
Warwick  as  far,  or  farther,  diftant  from  him,  a-ftern 
and  to  Leeward,  wore;  and,  fbon  after,  bore  away; 
prefling  Sail  to  meet  the  Warwick ,  at  the  greateft  Extent 
of  Diftance  from  the  Lark ,  to  bring  her  to  a  feparate 
Engagement;  in  which  he  but  too  well  fucceeded. 
The  Lark  was  tacked ,  and  was  fleering  directly  after  the 
Enemy,  edging  away  full  Half  an  Hour  or  more ,  before 
the  Enemy  met  the  Warwick.  I  beg  Leave  to  obferve, 
and  am  in  Hopes  it  will  appear,  to  their  Lordfhips,  that 
if  the  Enemy  had  prefled  Sail  after  the  Lark ,  on  the 
Larboard-Tack,  by  the  Wind,  inftead  of  wearing  and 
bearing  away  to  meet  the  Warwick ,  that  he  would  have 
brought  me  to  a  feparate  Engagement,  inftead  of  the 
Warwick ,  who,  by  ftanding  from  the  Enemy,  and 
extending  his  Diftance  a-ftern,  more  than  I  did  a-head, 
would  have  put  it  out  of  his  Power  to  have  overtaken 
and  fuftained  the  Lark  in  Action,  till,  probably,  after 
fhe  had  met  the  Fate  the  Warwick  did,  in  having  her 
•  Rigging  and  Sails  hurt. 

“  As  to  the  Reafons  of  the  Enemy’s  efcaping,  or  the 
Warwick’s  ceafmg  Attion,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  recolleit 
the  Court-Martial  made  them  the  Subjeit  of  a  clofe  En¬ 
quiry  :  But,  on  the  contrary,  I  received  fome  Checks 
from  the  Court  for  offering  to  enquire  into  Captain 
Erfkine’r  Conduct ;  which  I  imagined  allowable,  as  it  was 
certainly  neceffary  to  the  clearing  of  my  own  Conduit 
in  this  Affair ;  and  I  had  no  other  View  in  it,  than  that  - 
of  doing  myfelf  Juftice,  and  fetting  of  every  Circum- 
ftance  in  a  clear  Light  to  the  Court.  Yet,  I  conceive, 
it  is  in  Proof,  that,  after  the  Enemy  met  the  Warwick , 
and  brought  her  to  a  feparate  Engagement,  they  kept 
before  the  Wind  under  a  Prefs  of  Sail :  And  alfo,  that, 
at  the  Time  the  Warwick  ceafed  Action,  neither  her  Tiller , 
Rope,  Wheel ,  Rudder ,  or  Helmfmen ,  had  received  the  leajl 
Damage :  It  might  be  imagined  they  could  therefore  have 
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fteered  her,  and  brought  the  Ship  to  the  Wind,  with 
her  Head  to  the  Northward,  if  it  had  been  ordered. 

I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS  ” 

Captain  Crookjhanks  received  no  Manner  of  Anfwer  to 
this  Letter :  And,  fifteen  Days  afterwards,  he  fent  the 
following  Letter  to  Lord  Anfon . 

«  My  Lord,  London ,  Sept ,  io,  1748. 

I  HUMBLY  beg  Leave  to  offer  to  your  Lordfhip's 
Perufal  the  inclofed  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Clev- 
land ,  of  the  26th  of  Auguji  1748,  which  I  fhould  have 
deferred  fending,  had  I  not  feared  Cenfure  for  being 
tardy ;  and  could  not  learn,  with  Certainty,  when  your 
Lordfhip  might  return  to  London. 

I  can  only  form  Hopes  of  fucceeding,  from  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  being  pleafed  to  take  my  Cafe  into  your  Confedera¬ 
tion.  It  gives  me  the  greateft  Concern  to  be  in  Necef- 
fity  to  difturb  your  Lordfhip  a  Minute,  with  a  Subject; 
that  I  know  to  be  of  the  mofe  unwelcome  Nature  j  as  I 
firmly  believe.  Time  will  fet  this  unlucky  Affair,  in  a 
different  Light.  It  is  a  Difadvantage  to  me,  if  l  am  fuf- 
peCted  to  have  a  Difpofition  fond  to  complain,  *  recri¬ 
minate,  or  caft  Reflection  on  any  Perfon:  But  a  fair 
Reprefentation  of  Fatts,  fuch  as  I  may  unavoidably  be 
called  upon  to  make  in  my  own  Juftification,  I  hope, 
will  not  be  interpreted  againft  me  j  when  I  only  wifh, 
and  mean,  to  recover,  what,  by  many,  I  am  fuppofed 
to  have  loft. 

When  I  had  the  Honour  of  waiting  upon  your  Lord* 
Ihip,  you  was  pleafed  to  obferve,  the  material  Difference 
between  a  rajh  and  a  cautious  Error  in  Judgment :  I,  there¬ 
fore,  afk  Pardon  for  repeating,  that  I  chaced  the  Enemy 

S  forty 
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forty  Hours ;  twenty-four  of  which  were  quite  out  of  the 
Track  of  my  Voyage:  Sixteen  or  Eighteen  before  I  came 
a-long  fide  of  him,  I  knew  certainly  his  Force ,  and  fub- 
mitted  myfelf  to  be  complained  of  and  broke ,  for  Neglett 
oj  my  Convoy ,  Order ,  and  Injlruflions. 

Mr.  Craig ,  the  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Lark ,  in  a  very 
particular  Manner,  in  the  Afternoon  before  our  over¬ 
taking  the  Enemy,  took  Occafion  loudly  to  fay  to  me, 
in  Hearing  of  the  whole  Quarter-Deck,  “  That  *  he 
“  thought  every  Officer  and  Man  in  the  two  Ships  ob- 
“  liged  to  me,  for  giving  up  fuch  a  Point,  to  take  the 
“  Rifque  of  giving  them  Profit.”  After  the  Action, 
and  even  after  my  Sentence,  his  declared  Sentiments  are 
very  publicly  known,  in  Regard  to  the  Condu&  of  the 
Warwick ;  efpecially  in  Point  of  Tacking  to  Jland  to  the 
Lark  and  Enemy  without  Signal. 

I  am  hopeful  to  obtain  Leave  to  wait  upon  your  Lord- 
fhip,  at  fome  convenient  Seafon  j  and,  as  I  ought  to  be 
cautious  to  trefpafs  on  your  Time,  I  do  not  venture  far¬ 
ther  at  prefent,  than  to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  £s f c. 

•  J.  CROOKSHANKS. 

P.  S.  As  I  am  uncertain  if  the  Complaint  I  made  againft 
Captain  Erjkine  has  fallen  under  your  Lordfhip’s  View, 
I  have  likewife  inclofed  a  Copy. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Anfon.” 

Captain  Crookjhanks  readily  perceived,  that  the  Letter 
wrote  by  Mr.  Craig ,  had  done  him  moft  eflential  Preju¬ 
dice  in  the  Mind  of  Lord  Anfon  j  and  as  he  had  imme¬ 
diate  Intimation,  upon  his  arrival  in  London ,  of  the 
Channel  through  which  that  Letter  had  been  conveyed 
to  his  Lordlhip,  Captain  Crookjhanks  thought  it  very  ma¬ 
terial  to  alcertain  the  Truth  thereof  -3  for  which  Purpofe 
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he  defired  a  Friend  to  introduce  him  to  William  Adair , 
Efq;  to  whom  he  related  all  he  knew,  and  had  heard, 
concerning  that  Letter.  Mr.  Adair  very  frankly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  “that  it  had  fallen  into  his  Hands ;  and 
“  that  he  had  carried  it  to  Lord  Anfon ,  as  a  common 
“  Piece  of  News;  but  without  any  View  to  do  Preju- 
“  dice  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ;  fince  he  could  have  no 
“  peifonal  Motive  for  Injuring  a  Perfon  who  was  an  entire 
“  Stranger  to  him.” 

Mr.  Adair  agreed,  in  what  Captain  Crookjhanks  was 
very  fure  of,  that  Mr.  Craig  was  incapable  of  framing 
fuch  a  well  wrote  Letter.  Captain  Crookjhanks  then  faid, 
«  that,  as  that  Letter  had  certainly  made  fome  difadvan- 
“  tageous  Impreflion  on  Lord  Anfon ,  he  Ihould  take  it 
“as  a  Favour,  if  Mr.  Adair  would  endeavour,  as  far 
“  as  might  depend  upon  him,  to  remove  it.”  Mr.  Adair 
allured  him  he  would :  But  faid,  “  if  Captain  Crook- 
“  Jhanks  could  clear  up  a  certain  Maritime  Pointy  which 
“  he  could  not  undertake  to  relate,  as  not  being  a  com- 
“  petent  Judge  of  the  Subjedl,  he  believed  it  would  en~ 
“  tirely  alter  his  Lordlhip’s  Opinion  in  Regard  to  his 
«  Cafe.” 

Captain  Erjkine  was  foon  expected  from  Jamaica ; 
therefore.  Captain  Crookjhanks  deferred  any  farther  Appli¬ 
cations  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  till  his  Arrival,  which 
happened  fome  Time  in  December ;  and,  on  the  3d  of 
January  1749,  Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote  the  following 
Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

“SIR, 

I  AM  under  the  Neceflity  of  defiring,  that  you  will 
reprefent  to  their  Lordlhips,  the  repeated  Applica¬ 
tions  made  by  me,  heretofore,  to  Admiral  Knowlesy  as 
fet  forth,  in  my  Letter  to  you,  dated  the  3d  of  July 
1748,  immediately  after  my  landing  at  Portjmouth ,  that 
their  Lordihips  may  be  fully  apprized,  that  nothing  was 
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negle&ed  on  my  Part,  in  Order  to  have  a  Court-Martial 
appointed  by  the  faid  Admiral,  for  the  Trial  of  Captain 
Erjkine,  in  the  Wejl-lndies,  whom ,  I  did  then ,  and  do 
now ,  charge  with  di/obedient,  unwarrantable  Behaviour ; 
and  by  whofe  Mi f management,  both  as  an  Officer  and  a  Sea¬ 
man,  I  think  it  will  manifejlly  appear ,  that  our  Attempt  to 
take  the  Gloriofo  proved  unfuccefsful. 

As  Captain  Erjkine  arrived  lately  from  'Jamaica ,  in  the 
Command  of  the  Milford,  it  will  not,  I  hope,  appear 
unfeafonable,  that  I  renew  my  Application  at  prefent; 
and  humbly  pray ,  that  their  Lordjhips  will  be  pleafed  to  or¬ 
der  Captain  Erflcine  to  be  tried,  upon  the  fame  Articles  of 
Complaint  I  exhibited  againft  him  to  Admiral  Knowles , 
at  Jamaica,  pofterior  to  the  Declarations  I  had  before 
made,  to  the  fame  Admiral,  to  the  fame  Purpofe  and 
Effect  at  Louisburgh ;  and  of  which,  I  had  no  Reafon , 
at  that  Time,  to  be  in  the  leajl  Doubt ,  but  fo  warrantable 
a  Demand  would  be  granted  and  performed,  if  not  in  Re¬ 
gard  to  me,  at  leajl ,  as  I  thought,  in  Regard  to  himfelf 
and  Captain  Erflcine. 

Their  Lordfliips  will  readily  forefee,  that  fome  of  the 
Witnefles,  neceflary  to  make  good  my  Charge  againft 
Captain  Erjkine,  may  poflibly  be  abfent,  until  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  the  Ships  they  were  in  from  the  Wejl-Indies ; 
though  Admiral  Knowles ,  at' the  Time  I  left  Jamaica , 
upon  my  delivering  to  him,  at  his  own  repeated  Defire ,  a 
Lift  of  Witnefles,  I  intended  as  Evidence  at  the  Trial 
of  Captain  Erjkine,  was  pleafed  to  fay  to  me,  “  that 
he  would  take  Care  they  Jhould  be  fent  to  England 
which,  probably,  the  Exigencies  of  the  Service  alone  may 
have  prevented. 

I  have  no  other  Motive  for  this  Requeft,  than  what 
I  know,  and  am  very  fure,  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  their 
Lordfliips  Intentions,  of  holding  up  the  Dignity  of  the  Ser¬ 
vice,  by  fuch  Enquiries  as  will  be  a  conjlant  Terror  to  the 
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ttfo/I  unworthy ,  and  a  Security  to  thofe  only  who  are  truly 
capable-,  and  do  their  Duty  regularly . 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  CROOKSHANKS” 
This  Letter  was  anfwered  as  follows : 


« 


SIR, 


<c  Admiralty-Office , 
January  4,  1748-9. 


I  Have  laid  before  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  your  Letter  of  Yefterday’s  Date,  applying 
for  a  Court-Martial  upon  Captain  Erfkine ,  for  his  un¬ 
warrantable  Behaviour  in  the  Engagement,  between  the 
Ships  under  your  and  his  Command,  and  the  Spanijh 
Ship  of  War  called  the  Gloriofo :  And,  in  Return,  I  am 
ordered  to  acquaint  you,  “  that,  as  this  Matter  has  been 
“  already  duly  enquired  into  at  a  Court-Martial,  their 
<£  Lordfhips  do  by  no  Means  think  it  proper  to  order 
“  it  to  be  done  over  again.”  And,  as  to  what  you  lay 
to  the  Charge  of  Captain  Erjkine ,  their  Lordfhips  think 
you  Jhould  have  made  that  appear  when  the  Court-Martial 
was  held ,  and  not  follicit  another  Trial,  fo  long  afterwards ; 
which  they  can  only  attribute  to  a  Spirit  of  Recrimi¬ 
nation. 

am,  SIR, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 


To  Captain  Crook/banks . 
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Greatly  injured  as  Captain  Crookfhanks  was,  fuch  a 
Letter,  fo  contrary  to  the  real  Fa£t,  could  not  fail  of 
giving  him  the  utmoft  Uneafinefs  and  Impatience  to 
clear  up  this  Matter  in  the  following  Letter  to  Mr. 
Corbett : 


u  London , 

<c  SIR,  'January  31,  1748-9. 

I  Received  the  Letter,  you  did  me  the  Honour  to  write 
me,  the  4th  of  this  Month,  in  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 
3d,  in  which  “  I  applied  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
“  of  the  Admiralty  for  a  Court-Martial  to  be  appointed 
“  by  their  Lordfhips  for  the  Trial  of  Captain  Er shine , 
**  whom  I  had  before ,  did  then ,  and  do  now  charge  with 
“  the  moji  difobedient ,  unwarrantable  Behaviour  j  and  by 
“  whofe  Mifmanagement ,  as  an  Officer ,  and  as  a  Seaman , 
“  I  promifed,  and  do  at  this  Time  engage ,  it  would  ma- 
*c  n  fifth  appear,  that  my  Attempt  and  Defign  to  take  the 
“  Spanifh  Ship  of  War,  called  the  Gloriofo,  was  solely 
“  DEFEATED.” 

To  all  which,  you  was  ordered,  you  fay,  to  acquaint 
me,  “  That,  as  this  Matter  had  been  already  duly  en- 
“  quired  into  at  a  Court-Martial,  their  Lordfhips  do  by 
<e  no  Means  think  proper  to  order  it  to  be  done  over 
u  again  :  And  as  to  what  I  lay  to  the  Charge  of  Cap- 
“  tain  Ershine ,  their  Lordfhips  think,  I  fhould  have 
4t  made  that  appear,  when  the  Court-Martial  was  held, 
<c  and  not  follicit  another  Trial  fo  long  afterwards, 
“  which  they  can  only  attribute  to  a  Spirit  of  Recrimi- 
*c  nation  ” 

If  this  was  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe  in  Queftion,  it 
would  be  highly  prefumptuous  in  me  to  take  fo  much 
of  your  Time  in  this  Manner;  and  to  expedt  any  Fa¬ 
vour  or  Redrefs,  by  fuch  frivolous  Means  as  this,  of 
complaining  loudly,  as  I  am  forced  to  do,  of  the  moji 
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notorious partial ,  and  iUegal  abufe  of  Power ,  in  this 
Injlance  j  together  with  every  wicked  Arty  that  could  be 
invented ,  and  pradlifedy  to  my  Prejudice  j  without  having 
the  Means,  alfo,  of  proving  every  Thing  I  have  afferted  ; 
and  of  (hewing,  by  fuch  Evidence  as  would  amount 
to  demonjlrationy  before  their  Lordftiips,  the  mojl  un¬ 
parallelled  Injuries  and  Wrongs  which  1  have  mojl  unde¬ 
servedly  fuffered  under ,  and  therefore  make  this  Cafe,  as 
I  moft  humbly  conceive,  an  ObjeSl  worthy  of  their  Lord - 
Jhips  Attention  and  Enquiry  ;  not  fo  much  for  my  Sake, 
and  upon  my  Account,  as  to  difcourage  the  like  Iniquity 
and  Injujlice  hereafter ,  by  publijhing  to  the  whole  Nation , 
to  the  great  Joy  and  Comfort  of  every  honejl ,  worthy ,  brave 
Man  in  the  Service ,  that  there  is  a  superior,  difcre- 
tionary  Power  lodged  in  the  Admiralty ,  to  be  occafionally 
made  ufe  of,  by  the  Lords  Commiffioners,  for  the  Re- 
drefs  of  this,  and  every  fuch,  extraordinary  Grievance , 
as  can  poffibly  happen ;  fo  as  to  place  every  Gentle* 
man  in  the  Royal  Navy  upon  the  fame  good  Footing 
with  the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Subje&s,  free  and 
fecure  at  Home ,  from  the  ill  Effetts  of  falfe ,  wicked. ,  at\d 
malicious  Reprefentations  at  a  Dijlancey  however  artfully 
contrived,  as  in  this  Inftance,  to  ferve  private  Ends  and 
Purpofes,  to  wound  the  innocent ,  in  order  to  hold  up  and 
protect  the  mojl  contemptible  and  unworthy ;  and,  upon  the 
whole,  to  make  the  World  fenfible,  by  this  feafonable 
Interpofition  of  their  Lordihip’s  Authority,  that  there 
are  no  Sort  of  Injuries  or  Opprejfion  for  which  the  Wifdom 
and  Forefight  of  our  Governors  have  not  provided fuitable 
Remedies. 

Wherefore,  Sir,  as  an  Inducement  to  their  Lordfhips 
to  (hew  fome  Regard  to  thefe  Reprefentations,  (believing 
it  poflible,  that  fomething  very  unjuftifiable  may  have 
been  done,  to  my  Prejudice,  at  fo  great  a  Diftance  as 
the  Wejl- Indies y  and  confequently  that  I  had  fome  Rea- 
fon  in  applying  for  a  Court-Martial  for  the  T rial  of 

Captain 
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Captain  Erskine)  1  humbly  beg  Leave  to  remonfir  ate  to  their 
Lordjhips ,  that  the  Conduit  y  and  what  I  lay  to  the  Charge , 
•f  Captain  Erlkine,  is  fa  far  from  having  been  a  Matter 
thready  duly  enquired  into ,  that  no  Question  was 

ADMITTED  TO  BE  ASKED,  and  ANSWERED,  at  MY 

Trial,  that  had  the  least  Tendency  to  involve 
Captain  ERSKINE  upon  a  Pretence,  malicioufy 
advanced,  and  pleaded,  by  the  Judge-Advocate,  to  mif- 
gmde  and  deceive  the  Members  of  the  Court ;  that  where¬ 
as  their  prefent  Bufmefs  was  confined  to  try  Captain  Crook- 
ihanks  only,  they  were  to  expert  another  Opportunity  to 
enquire  into  the  Conduit  of  Captain  Erfkine ;  and  therefore 
to  fufpend  all  fuch  ^uejlions  and  Enquiry ,  until  Captain 
Erskine  had  another  Opportunity  to  make  his  Defence, 
before  that,  or  fome  other,  Court-Martial,  which  would 
foon  be  appointed  for  his  Trial. 

I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  how  it  came  to  * 
pafs  that  fome  Men  of  Virtue  and  Honour,  Members 
of  that  Court-Martial,  came  to  be  fo  mifled  by  others, 
and  to  give  up  their  own  Dignity  and  Judgments  in 
the  Manner  they  did,  by  yielding  to  the  many  artful 
Snares  laid  in  their  W ay ;  and,  at  laft,  to  fuffer  their 
Names  and  Authorities  to  be  fo  abufed ,  and  made  ufa 
of,  as  if  they  had  approved,  not  only  of  the  partial  and 
unprecedented  Proceedings  of  the  fudge- Advocate ,  through 
the  ivhole  Trial ;  but  alfo  of  the  mojl  abfurdy  inconfifienty 
and  unrighteous  Sentence  itfelfi  contradicted  by  an  unanimous 
Rcfolve  of  tbe  fame  Courts  and  pronounced  by  the  Prefident 
in  open  Court ,  with  Indignation ,  upon  the  Judge-Advocate's 
attempting  to  fink  and  conceal  the  faid  Rifolve,  which  was 
as  follows  :  “  Sir ,  the  Court  do ,  by  an  unanimous  Refolvey 
“  acquit  you  of  the  Suspicion  of  Cowardice ,  Dif- 
ajfeiiiony  or  want  of  Zeal Notwithftanding  this  una¬ 
nimous  Refolve,  whereby  I  am  acquitted  of  every  Crime 
comprehended  in  the  fourteenth  *  Article  of  War ;  yet, 
by  the  infiduous  Craft  of  a  fchemingy  projlitute ,  under- 

Workman, 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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Workman,  the  fame  Men  had  the  Complaifance,  for 
the  Sake  of  Unanimity ,  to  agree  in  the  moft  inconfnkrate , 
ill-grounded.,  and  cruel  Sentence ,  pronounced  in  the  Face 
of  the  above-mentioned  Refolve,  viz.  tc  That  Captain 
“  Crookjhanks ,  by  his  Mifcondudt  and  imprudent  Beha- 
“  viour,  falls  under  Part  of  the  fourteenth  Article  of  an 
“  A£t  made  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  King  Charles  the 
“  Second,  intitled,  An  A£l  for  eftablifhing  Articles  and 
“  Orders,  for  the  regulating  and  better  Government  of 
“  his  Majefty’s  Navies,  Ships  of  War,  and  Forces  by 
“Sea,”  ' 

“  I  am  reflrained  from  faying,  in  my  own  Cafe,  as 
much  as  I  fhould  wifh  to  do,  upon  a  like  Occafion,  in 
Behalf  of  any  other  Man  of  the  fame  Service  and  Cha- 
ra£ter  in  my  Situation,  labouring  under  the  fame  Diffi¬ 
culties  and  Misfortunes,  proceeding  from  no  Mijlake  of 
mine ;  but  the  want  of  Honejly ,  Virtue ,  and  the  Love  of 
JuJlice  and  Truth ,  in  fome ;  and  the  Want  of  Difcernment 
and  Experience ,  in  others.  But,  as  thefeFadfs  are  to  go 
before  their  Lordfhips,  and  this  Letter  to  be  read  in 
their  Hearing,  whatever  I  am  prepared  to  fay  more,  js 
the  lefs  neceflary,  confidering,  as  I  do,  their  Lordfhips 
Abilities  and  good  Intentions,  which,  I  am  fully  fenfible, 
will  fuggeft  to  them  better  Reafons  than  I  could  offer 
to  anfwer  every  juft  Purpofe,  either  of  a  publick  or 
private  Nature,  whenever  they  pleafe  to  take  this  Affair 
into  Deliberation,  and  think  it  a  Matter  worthy  to  be 
examined  into  with  fome  Attention. 

“  I  fhould  be  extremely  difappointed,  if,  after  what 
I  have  herein  faithfully  reprefented,  their  Lordfhips 
fhould  continue  to  fuppofe  I  was  under  the  leaf!  In¬ 
fluence  of  a  Spirit  of  Recrimination ,  when  I  applied  for 
a  Court-Martial  to  be  appointed  to  try  Captain  Erskine 
upon  the  Charge  I  exhibited  againfc  him,  and  of  which 
I  muit  obferve,  that,  if  he  had  ever  thought  himf elf  inno¬ 
cent,  how  comes  it  to  pafs ,  that  be  has  no  where  applied , 

T  for 
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for  his  own  Sake ,  to  be  brought  to  a  Trial ,  according  to  the 
conftant  Practice  of  others,  who  defire  to  be  well  thought 
of,  and  to  live  with  a  good  Character  ?  But,  fince  that 
is  not  the  Cafe,  and  that  we  think  fo  differently,  and  in 
every  Thing  are  fo  much  unlike  each  other,  I  hope  their 
Lordjkips  will  condefcend  to  give  me  fuch  an  Opportunity  as 
is  neceffary,  to  difculpate  myfelf  with  my  King  and  Country , 
either  before  the  fame ,  or  any  other  Court-Martial ,  in  fuch 
Manner  as  may  appear  to  their  Lordjkips  mof  fuitable  and 
expedient ,  to  the  only  End  I  have ,  of  being  jufily  and  effec¬ 
tually  condemned^  or  perfectly  acquitted ;  concerning  which, 
I  am  fo  clear,  in  my  Confcience  and  Judgment,  as  to 
have  no  Sort  of  Doubt  of  being  able,  upon  a  very  fhort 
Enquiry,  fo  fully  to  juftify  the  whole,  and  every  part, 
of  my  Conduit,  that  I  wijh  for  no  Quarter,  unlefs  I 
Jhall  be  found ,  in  every  RefpeSl ,  to  have  done  my  Duty ,  as 
an  Officer ,  and  Seaman ,  worthy  of  Commendation  j  inftead 
of  the  Cenfure  that  was  artfully  cooked  up ,  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  to  colour,  and  ferve  as  a  Foundation  for  the 
Sentence  that  was  pronounced  againft  me ;  of  which,  I 
fufpeit,  there  will  be  found,  in  the  Copy  thereof,  and 
of  the  Refolves  of  the  Court-Martial,  (fent  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  to  remain  as  a  Record  in  that  Office)  fuch  ma¬ 
terial  Difference ,  and  Alterations  made,  from  what  was  pub¬ 
licly  read,  as,  in  every  other  Court  of  Judicature,  would, 
I  conceive,  be  interpreted  and  deemed  fraudulent ,  and 
the  Party  concerned  be  involved,  and  made  liable,  to 
fuch  Pains  and  Penalties,  as  the  Law  directs  in  fuch 
Cafes.  I  am,  with  all  imaginable  Refpeil, 

S  I  R, 

Your  very  obedient  humble  Servant. 

Signed, 

J.  CROOKSHANpS. 


To  Thomas  Corbett,  Efq j” 


This 
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This  Letter  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Corbett,  on  the  yth 
of  March,  as  follows. 

Admiralty*-  Office,  March 

“SIR,  7 >  1748-9- 

I  HAVE  read  your  Letter,  of  the  31ft  of  January , 
to  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  at  a 
full  Board ,  exclaiming  againft  the  unjuft  and  wicked  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Court-Martial,  that  was  held  upon  you 
at  Jamaica ,  to  enquire  into  your  Conduit,  in  the  En¬ 
gagement  with  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanijh  Ship  of  War,  by 
which  you  have  received  unparalleled  Injuries  and 
Wrongs ;  and  repeating  your  Requeft  to  have  Captain 
Erskine  tried ;  and  alfo  to  have  an  Opportunity  to  difcul- 
pate  yourfelf,  either  before  the  fame,  or  any  other  Court- 
Martial :  And  their  Lordfhips  having  confidered  the 
fame,  as  alfo  the  Minutes  of  the  Court-Martial  which 
was  held  upon  you,  and  the  Sentence  thereof,  they 
command  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  can  fee  no 
Inconfiftency  between  their  Refolutions  and  their  Sen¬ 
tence  ;  nor  can  difcover  any  Abiurdity  or  illegal  Manage¬ 
ment,  upon  the  Face  of  their  Proceedings  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  your  Requeft,  fora  fecond  Trial,  is  without  Pre¬ 
cedent,  or  Reafon:  And  as  to  your  infilling  on  the 
Trial  of  Captain  Erskine ,  and  wondering  that  he  did 
not  follicit  one  for  himfelf,  their  Lordfhips  think  it 
would  have  been  an  unneceflary  Forwardnefs  in  him  to 
have  done  fo  at  Jamaica ;  and  their  Lordfhips  do  not  find, 
that  you  applied  to  Rear  Admiral  Knowles ,  to  try  Cap¬ 
tain  Erskine,  till  fome  Days  after  your  own  Trial  was 
over.  I  am,  OV. 

Signed, 

THOMAS  COPvBETT. 


To  John  Crookflianks,  Efiqfi 
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It  has  been  mentioned,  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  can 
produce  the  Authority  of  the  Prefident  of  his  Court- 
Martial,  to  prove  that  the  Refolves  fet  forth  in  Page  94. 
are  genuine:  And  this  will  appear  by  the  following 
Letters. 


London ,  January  25,  1748-9. 


£C  S  I  R, 

AVING  Reafon  to  fufpeft,  that  fome  material 


JL  H  Alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Number ,  and 
Senfe,  of  the  Refolves  of  the  Court-Martial  appointed  to 
try  me,  of  which  you  was  Prefident :  And,  as  I  was 
refund -  an  attefsed  Copy  of  the  faid  Refolves,  by  Rear 
Admiral  Knowles ,  and  alfo  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  on 
my  repeated  Application  :  I,  therefore,  inclofe  you  a 
Copy  of  fuch  Refolves  as  I  was  enabled  to  write  down, 
from  Minutes  taken  for  me  in  the  Court,  and  defire  that 
you  will  favour  me  with  your  Opinion,  declaring  how 
far  you  judge  they  correfpond  with,  or  wherein  they 
differ  from,  thofe  Refolves,  that  were  drawn  up,  and 
agreed  to,  under  the  Infpection  of  yourfelf,  and  the  other 
Mtmbers  that  Court-Martial,  and  afterwards  pro¬ 
nounced  in  Court,  as  your  unanimous  Refolves  and 
Opinions. 


I  am,  &c. 


J.  CROOKSHANKS. 

To  Captain  Digby  Dent.” 


London ,  Jan .  26,  1748-9. 


s‘  SIR 


>ixt'h  Refolve ,  in  the  Copy  you  fent  me,  I  do 


ell  remember  (upon  the  Neglect,  and 
•  he  Judge  Advocate)  to  have  been  pro - 
,  ,  *n  the  Manner  following : 
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tf  Sir,  The  Court  do,  by  an  unanimous  Refolve, 
ACQUIT  you  of  the  Sufpicion  of  Cowardice ,  DifajfeSiion , 
or  the  Want  of  Zeal. 

“  As  the  Hurry  of  the  Squadron  to  go  upon  an  Ex¬ 
pedition,  and  many  Incidents  befides,  might  occafvon 
me  to  forget  to  demand  a  Copy  of  the  whole  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  your  Court-Martial  j  I  will  not  undertake,  from 
my  Memory,  politively  to  fay  that  they  are,  Word  for 
Word,  all  the  fame  diftinft  Refolves  that  were  agreed  to 
by  the  Court,  and  read  to  you  as  fuch,  upon  that  Occa- 
lion  :  Though,  I  do  believe,  they  contain  the  Sense  and 
Substance  of  what  was  drawn  up ,  and  agreed  to,  un¬ 
der  my  Infpe&ion,  and  that  of  the  other  Members  com- 
pofing  your  faid  Court-Martial. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moll:  obedient  humble  Servant. 

Signed, 

DIGBY  DENT. 

To  John  Crookfhanks,  Efqf 

The  fixth  Refolve,  mentioned  in  the  Prefident’s  Let¬ 
ter,  was  not  only  attempted  to  be  omitted  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate  ;  but  was  afterwards  altered  by  him,  and 
blended  with  another  Refolve,  leaving  out  the  Words 
Want  of  Zeal. 

If  the  Refolves  fent  to  the  Admiralty  could  be  fuppofed 
genuine,  would  it  not  then  be  furprizing  to  obferve, 
that  Members  of  the  fame  Court,  who  could  Brow-beat, 
and  prevent  Captain  Crookfmiks  from  a  (king  Queftions, 
that  regarded  the  Conduct  of  Captain  Erskine  and  the 
Warwick,  though  only  to  clear  his  own,  fhould  hnd  out 
and  introduce  a  paltry  Excufe  for  his  not  continuing  in 
the  Adlienj  when  it  is  in  Proof,  on  his  Trial,  that 

neither 
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neither  Helmfmen,  nor  any  Thing  regarding  the  Steer¬ 
ing  the  Warwick ,  were  hurt  or  damaged.  The  Enemy 
engaged  the  Warwick' s  Starboard-Side  :  The  Wind  was 
one  Point,  or  thereabouts,  on  the  fame  Quarter ;  there¬ 
fore,  Captain  Erskine  could  certainly  have  fleered  her  as 
he  had  pleafed ;  unlefs  it  is  determined,  as  he  chufes  to 
have  it,  That  the  Lofs  of  a  Main-Top-Majl  will  prevent 
a  Ship  to  fail  before  the  Wind. 

Captain  Crookjhanks  wrote  the  following  Letter  to 
Lord  Anfon. 

<£  London ,  February  2,  1 748-9. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  lately  fo  out  of  Luck,  that  I  am  the 
more  apprehenfive,  that  an  Anfwer  I  have  prepared 
for  the  Admiralty,  may  happen  to  be  read  to  a  Board  of 
the  Lords  Commiifloners,  when  you  are  abfent ;  which 
determines  me,  therefore,  to  take  the  Liberty  of  fend¬ 
ing  a  Copy  of  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  in  Hopes  you  will 
have  the  Goodnefs,  in  that  Cafe,  to  read  it  when  you 
are  moil  at  Leifure. 

“  I  wifhed  to  make  it  fhorter ;  but  found  it  imprac¬ 
ticable,  if  I  was  to  fay  what  appeared  to  me  abfolutely 
necefiary  in  my  own  Behalf,  to  point  out  the  many  arbi¬ 
trary  ,  fcandalousy  wicked  Practices^  publicly  authorifed  and 
countenanced ,  for  fix  long  Months,  during  my  Confine¬ 
ment,  and  afterwards  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  my 
Trial;  to  miflead  and  influence  the  Members  of  the 
Court-Martial,  collected  and  picked  out ,  to  follow  blmdly 
the  Intentions  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  fcreen  Captain 
Erfkine,  with  whom-  he  became  thus  clofely  connected, 
by  the  falfe  Imprefiions  he  had  received,  from  the  bare 
Report  of  Captain  Erfkine  alone,  who  ivas  with  him  ten 
Days  before  I  reached  Louifburgh,  and  in  that  Time 
gained  fuch  an  entire  Confidence  as  to  be  allowed  to  fur- 
nifh  all  the  Materials  that  ferved  to  fill  up  the  firft  Let¬ 
ters,  from  thence  to  the  Admiralty  upon  this  Subject, 

without 
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without  having  the  Prudence ,  or  Juftice ,  to  wait  to  fee  me ,  /V 
the  Commanding- Officer,  and  whom  he  knew  was  to  join  him  in 
a  few  Days  from  Newfoundland.  By  all  which  unprece¬ 
dented  and  irregular  Proceedings,  it  appears,  that  Mr. 
Knowles  had  fo  rafhly  embarked  himfelf  in  the  Support  of 
Captain  Erfkine  in  the  Beginning,  that  he  thought  it  better 
and  eafier  to  himfelf,  by  fleadily  purfuing  the  fame  falfe 
Meafure,  to  crufh  me  in  the  End  ;  rather  than  to  expofe 
fo  much  Rafhnefs  and  Partiality,  as  would  otherwife 
have  appeared  in  his  firft  Account  and  Opinion  fent  over  to 
England ,  condemning  me  unheard  and  unfeen  j  and  acquitting 
Captain  Erfkine,  by  his  own  Mifreprefentations ,  whofe  Inte - 
reji  he  knew  it  was ,  to  mifguide  and  deceive  him  upon  that  Oc- 

cafion. 

Your  Lordfhip  may  depend  upon  the  Truth  of  every 
Thing  I  have  afferted  ;  for  I  fhould  be  the  greateft  Block¬ 
head  upon  Earth,  if  it  was  otherwife,  to  feek,  as  Ido,  a 
further  Enquiry.  It  is,  for  that  End,  I  apply  to  your 
Lordfhip  in  this  Manner,  without  any  other  Recommendation 
than  my  own  Innocence ,  and  the  unreafonable  Oppreffion  / 
fufer.  > 

I  am,  &c, 

JOHN  CROOKSHANKS. 


To  the  R-ight  Honourable  Lord  Anson.” 


Captain 


* 
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Captain  Crook/banks ,  Toon  after,  prefented  the  following 
Petition. 

K  To  the  K  IN G’s  Mod  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Captain  John  Crook- 
fhanks,  late  Commander  of  your  Majefy's  Ship  the 
Lark  ; 

Sheweth, 

/'p  HAT  your  Petitioner,  in  the  Year  J747,  being 
ordered  to  convoy  a  Fleet  of  Merchant-Ships  to 
North- America,  having  your  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Warwick 
at  that  Time  alfo  under  his  Command,  your  Petitioner 
difcovered,  chaced,  and,  after  forty  Hours,  came  up 
with  a  Spanijh  Man  of  War,  of  feventy-four  Guns, 
which  fince  appears  to  have  been  the  Gloriofo.  Your  Pe¬ 
titioner,  in  palling  her  to  Leeward,  engaged  her,  and 
fired  three  Rounds  of  all  his  Gum  ;  by  which  all  the 
Breechings  of  the  Lower-deck  Guns  were  broke.  Be- 
fides  the  Neceflityof  quitting  the  Lee-fide  of  the  Enemy, 
tid  this  Damage  could  be  repaired,  it  was  your  Petiti¬ 
oner’s  Plan  of  Operation,  to  Hand  fo  far  a-head  of  the 
Enemy,  as  was  neceflary  to  gain  the  Wind  of  him,  in 
order  to  engage  bun  to  more  Advantage  upon  the  Wea¬ 
ther-Bow. 

That  Captain  Erjkine ,  in  the  faid  Ship  the  Warwick  of 
fixty  Guns,  when  your  Petitioner  firft  began  to  engage, 
tacked,  and  flood  a-ftern  of  the  Enemy,  and  from  your 
Petitioner  his  Commanding-Officer.  The  Enemy,  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  this  Miftake  of  Captain  Erjkine ,  ran  down 
before  the  Wind  upon  him,  and  brought  him  to  a  fepa- 
rate  Engagement,  which  Captain  Erjkine  quitted. 

The  Lark,  which  was  of  forty  Guns,  was  then  nearly 
got  up  again  with  the  Warwick ,  and  preparing  to  attack 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Warwick  :  but,  upon  the  Ene¬ 
my’s  (landing  to  the  North-Weft,  your  Petitioner  fol¬ 
lowed  him,  with  a  B-efolution  to  have  attacked  again  fe- 

parately 
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parately  at  Day-light  j  but  was  prevented  by  the  War- 
wick’s  firing  a  Gun  as  a  Signal  of  Diftrefs,  which  obliged 
the  Lark  to  difcontinue  the  Chace,  as  it  was  done  in  Obe¬ 
dience  to  an  exprefs  Article  of  War . 

That  your  Petitioner,  upon  the  Complaint  of  Captain 
Erfkine ,  was  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  by  the  Sentence 
of  which  (notwithftanding  the  Court  Refolved  una- 
nimoufly  to  acquit  your  Petitioner  of  the  Sufpicion  of  Cow¬ 
ardice ,  Difajfettion ,  or  Want  of  Zeal)  he  had  the  Misfor¬ 
tune  to  becafhiered  your  Majefty’s  Service,  during  your 
Majefty’s  Pleafure. 

That  your  Petitioner  had  then  ferved  Twenty-four 
Years  in  the  Royal-Navy,  five  of  which  he  was  Cap¬ 
tain  ;  was  conftantly  employed  during  the  late  War,  and 
always  behaved  himfelf  to  the  entire  Approbation  of  his 
fuperior  Officers,  and  with  the  utmoft  Fidelity  and  Zeal 
for  your  Majefty’s  Service. 

Your  Petitioner  moft  humbly  prays,  that  your  Ma- 
jefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  authorife  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  re- 
ftore  your  Petitioner  to  his  Rank  in  the  Royal 
Navy. 

And  Tour  Petitioner  Jhall  ever  pray ,  &c.w 

This  Petition  was  referred,  by  his  Majefty’s  Order  in 
Council,  to  the  then  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  that  they  might  duly  confider,  and  report  their  Opi¬ 
nions  thereon  :  But,  as  fuch  Report  has  not  been  made. 
Captain  Crookjhanks  ftill  continues  labouring  under  the 
moft  fevere  Sentence  that  could  be  pronounced  on  him. 
The  Appearance  of  an  approaching  War,  and  the  Incli¬ 
nation  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  to  ferve  his  King  and  Coun¬ 
try,  induced  him  at  that  Time,  and  frequently  fince,  to 
apply  to  Lord  Anfon ,  intreating  his  Protection,  and  offer- 
hie:  to  ferve  even  as  a  Volunteer  in  any  Manner  his  Lord- 

U  {hip 
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|hip  might  pleafe  to  appoint}  which  has  proved  as  unfue- 
Cefsful  as  all  former  Applications.  Therefore* 

Having  now  reprefented  this  hard  and  extraordinary* 
Cafe,  with  the  ftri&eft  Regard  to  Truth  and  Impartia¬ 
lity,  we  lhall  leave  the  Reader  to  determine  the  following, 
joints,  either  for,  or  again#,  Captain  Craokjbanh , 

Whether,  during  the  Chafe  of  40  Hours,  Captain 
Orookjhanks  did  not  ufe  the  belt  Means  to  come  up  with  the 
Enemy,  in  order  to  engage  him  ? 

Whether  Captain  Crook/hanks  did  not  fire  on  the  E-s 
nemy  within  Point-blank  Shot  1 

Whether,  Captain  Erikljnch  tacking,  to  feparato 
from  his  Commanding-Officer,  without  any  Direction^ 
or  Signal,  can  be  juftified  f 

Whether,  the  Lark  did  not  tack,  and  ufe  her  be#  En?. 
deavours  to  join  the  Warwick ,  as  foon  as  the  Ghriojb  borq 
away,  towards  the  Warwick  ? 

Whether,  the  Warwick  %  feeing  the  Lark  coming  to  her 
Alfiftance,  ought  not  to  have  continued  the  Engagement* 
as  fhe  had  received,  no  Parpage  that  could  prevent  it  ? 

Whether,  the  Plan  formed  by  Captain  Qreokjhanks -,  fop- 
attacking  the  Enemy  to  Windward,  was  not  well  con** 
certed  }  ' 

Whether,  Capt.  Erskwe's.  tacking,  did  not  overthrown 
that  Plan  \ 

Whether,  the  Lari  was  not  obliged  to  leave  off  cha¬ 
fing  the  Enemy,  In  Confequence  of  the  Gun  fired  Iron* 
foe  Warwick  1  as  a  Signal  of  Diftrefs  £ 
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Whether,  the  Proceedings  of  Mr.  Kncwles,  in  this  A& 
Fair,  are  not  repugnant  to  Equity,  and  evidently  dire&ed 
by  a  fhameful  Partiality  ? 

Whether,  Mr.  Knowles ,  by  appointing  Captain  Ermine 
Captain  of  his  own  Ship,  did  not  induce  People  to  be 
prejudiced  againft  Captain  CrooMhanks  ? 

Whether,  the  Behaviour  of  the  Judge-Advocate  was 
not  extremely  partial  in  Favour  of  Captain  Erjkine>  and 
very  unjuft  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  efpecially  in  his  at¬ 
tempting  to  omit  the  fixth  Refolve  ? 

Whether,  the  Refolves  of  the  Court-Martial  are  con** 
fiitent  with  their  Sentence  ? 

Whether,  the  Refolves  of  the  Court-Martial,  as  tranf* 
mitted  to  the  Admiralty,  are  not  fpurious  and  adul¬ 
terated  ? 

'3 

Whether,  Captain  Grookjhanh ,  in  being  prevented  by 
the  'Court-Martial,  and  Judge- Advocate,  from  afking  any 
Queftion  relating  to  the  Condudt  of  the  Warwick ,  was 
not  debarred  of  the  Means  to  clear  his  own  Condud  ? 

Whether,  Captain  Erjkine  ought  not  to  have  been 
tried  at  Jamaica ,  upon  the  Charge  which  Captain  Crook- 
Jfbanks  exhibited  againft  him  to  Admiral  Knowles  ? 


Whether*  Captain  Erskine  ought  not  to  have  been 
tried  in  England ,  in  Confequence  of  the  repeated  Appli¬ 
cations  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  to  the  Admiralty  l 


Whether,  Captain  Erskine  ought  not  to  haVe  folicited 
for  a  Trial,  if  he  was  confcious  that  his  Conduct  would 
have  ftood  the  Tefl  i 

U  2  Whether 
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Whether,  a  fecoud  Trial,  upon  the  Cafe  of  Captain 
Crovkjbanksy  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Rules  of  Mar¬ 
tial  Law  and  Equity,  or  unprecedented  ? 

Whether,  it  was  not  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  to  make  a  Report  of  the  Cafe  of  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks ,  in  Conference  of  his  Majefty’s  Order  in  Coun¬ 
cil  ? 

Whether,  there  are  not  many  Inftances  of  Officers  be¬ 
ing  reftored,  who  had  incurred  feverer  Sentences  from 
Courts-Martial  ? 

Whether,  being  ten  Years  fufpended  his  Majefty’s 
Service,  is  not  a  very  heavy  Punifhment,  for  an  Error  in 
Judgment,  fuppofmg  it  to  have  been  an  Error  ? 

Whether,  the  Amount  of  the  Charge  againft  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  is  not  an  Accufation  of  Cowardice  ? 

Whether,  the  Court-Martial  did  not  unanimoufly  ac¬ 
quit  him  of  the  Sufpicion  of  Cowardice ,  Difaffedtion,  or 
Want  of  Zeal  ? 


APPEN* 
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APPENDIX. 


The  XIVth  ARTICLE  of  WAR, 

as  in  the  AB  made  in  the  13th 
Tear  of  Charles  II.  and  in  Force 
in  1  747. 

«  tt  rHATSOEVER  Perfon  or  Perfons,  in  or  belong- 
*  *  ing  to  the  Fleet,  either  through  Cowardice, 
Negligence,  or  Disaffection,  (hall  forbear  to  pur- 
fue  the  Chace  of  any  Enemy,  or  Pirate,  or  Rebel, 
Beaten  or  Flying,  or  (hall  not  relieve  or  aflift  a  known 
Friend  in  View,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  fhall  be 
punifhed  with  Death,  or  other  wife,  as  a  Court-Martial 
(hall  find  fit.” 
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2 

N.  by  W. 

W.  by  N. 
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N.N.W. 

w. 
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|  TUESDAY,  >^,4,  1747! 

Saw  a  Sail  to  the  Weft  ward. 
Hazy,  Rain. 

Warwick  and  1 1  Sail  in 
Company. 

Out  all  Reefs. 

Made  the  Montagu's  Signal  to 
Chace  to  the  N.W. 

Little  Wind,  hazy.  Warwick 
and  13  Sail  in  Company, 


WED- 
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Winds  | 

WEDNESDAY,  July  »s. 

i 

3 

N,N.W, 

Weft 

fSaw  a  Sail  tq  NW.  Moderate 

and  fair. 

2 

4 

3 

N.  by  W. 

W.  byN. 

Made  the  W ar-mck's  Signal  to 

chace  to  NE. 

3 

4 

? 

N. 

W,N.W. 

4 

3 

N,  by  E. 

N  W  byW 

Warwick  and  i 3  Sail  in  Com- 

Pany, 

5 

4 

N.N.W. 

Made  the  Signal  3  tack’d  : 
Warwick  repeated  it. 

$ 

i 

4 

N.E. 

2 

5 

N.W.'1 

n;m.e. 

7 

4 

3 

S 

4 

4 

Loft  Sight  of  the  Chace. 

9 

4 

3 

lO 

4 

I  he  Montagu  made  the  Sig.  the 

Chace  tack’d,  made  the  Sig. 

3? 

4 

3 

E,  by  S. 

NE  byN. 

a p,d  tack’d.  We  burnt  q 

f'aife  f  ires  to  the  Montagu , 

3? 

4 

3 

Moderate  cloudy  :  heard  the 

2 

4 

4 

Report  of  fevqral  Guns. 

? 

E.|S. 

Saw  the  Chace 

3 

4 

N.N.E, 

Little  Wind,  hazy  ;  hajf  pa.ft 

4 

3, 

4 

Eaft 

made  the  Montagu  s  Signal 
to  bear  down  higher  the 

5 

2 

s 

E,  |  N- 

Chace, 

€ 

3 

£.  by  N. 

N,  by  E* 

The  Montagu  and  Chace  fired 

NE.byN, 

at.  each  other  . 

7 

? 

3 

E,byS, 

$ 

i 

Fired  1  ©f  our  Lower  .deck- 

Sh,ot :  hoifted,  out  Colours, 

9 

* 

2 

Clear’d  Ship, 

* 

4 

u 

4 

3 

u 

\ 

E.  8,  E, 

D,tto  Weather  :  Warwick  and 

8  Sail  of  our  Convoy  an<| 

the  Chase  in  Sight, 

THURS 
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1  1 

4 

SE.  by  E. 

NE.  byE, 

< 

2 

1 

4 

SE. 

E.  N.E. 

3 

3 

4 

4 

3 

5 

5 

6 

4 

4 

7 

4 

5 

SE.  by  S. 

E.  by  N. 

8 

4 

4 

9 

5 

S.S.E. 

Eaft 

10 

4 

4 

S.E.by  S. 

E.  by  N. 

11 

3 

2 

12 

2 

North 

1 

3 

N.W. 

Eaft 

2 

2 

W.N.W. 

3 

2 

S.S.W. 

4 

2 

S.  by  W. 

5 

2 

S.W.byS. 

•6 

up 

NNW.off 

NWbyW. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Ii 

x  2 

up 

N.NE.  off)  N.N.W. 

THURSDAY, 


Light  Airs  and  Cloudy  Wea¬ 
ther. 

Still  in  Chace. 

Moderate  and  cloudy  Wea¬ 
ther. 

The  Warwick  and  7  Sail  of 
Merchantmen  in  Compa¬ 
ny  and  the  Chace.  Saw  a 
Sail  to  the  Southward, 
Handing  to  the  Weftward. 


The  Chace  bore  S.  E.  by  S. 
Diftance  3  Miles. 


PR  IDA  y. 
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JULY  i6»  1747* 


T  ittle  Winds,  Cloudy  Weather,  ftill  in  Chace.  Afi 
Five  faw  aSnow  to  the  Southward  ftanding t° 

Ditto  the  Montagu  bore  down  and  fpoketo  us;  k 

the  Warwick  and  7  Sail  of  our  Convoy  and  the  Chace  in 

S‘Sht-  fL^ac^haTe  .henmaU  the  Sailt  c^d 

V~M^^ick  'hewbr  flr'etcW 

Mile  a-ftern  of  us,  and  nearly  in  our  Wake,  {he  tack .  . 

In  nafling  by  the  Chace,  and  fometimes  {haking  our  P 
in  ^he  Wind*  fired  at  her,  and  {he  at  us.  When  we 
firft  begun  to  fire,  we  obferved  her  Courfes  up,  and  that 
c  her  Enfign- Staff,  which  we  took  to  be 
tX  A  we  were  toefching  a-head,  fhe  wore  on 
which  we  prepared  to  tack  1  and,  on  judging  we  could  lay 
Tairiv  toWindward  of  her,  we  tacked.  Sometime  after  the 
E  engaged ;  we  then 

the  Sail  we  could  make.  At  aboutTwo,  we  perceived u 

and  we  ’bore  down  to  her.-N.  B.  The  D. fence  we  run 
■e  tuP  Time  of  Tacking,  with  Intent  of  gaining  the 
"  1‘lnemy,  to  theSTime  of  hauling  our  Wind  O 

the  Northward,  in  Confequence  ofher  doing  fo^t  her  Se¬ 
paration  from  the =  «/  ^  wa ft 

Wreck, “andTad  made  a  Signal  of  Diftrefs.  At  Five  came 
up  with  the  Warwick,  and  found  her  Main-top-maft  gone, 
whh  her  Rigging  and  Sails  much  fluttered.  Brought  too, 
and  made  th!  sfgnal  for  the  Convoy  t< ,  come  mto  our 
Wake. Found  Shot-holes  in  moll  of  our  bails. we  nrea 
/k  _  .Up  Enemv-,  of  iS  Pounders  26,  Round-mot 
‘2nq?Grale  aa.  Double-headed  II  ;  of  9  Pounders  a  3, 

|9ound-Shot  a*  Grape  .8,  Double-headed  ,31  of  6 

ot’the  Enlytearlng  K  by  wiDiftance  about 
four  Leagues.  At  Noon,  the  Warwick  and  7  Sail  m 
Company.  Serv’d  the  Ship’s  Company  Brandy.  ^  ^  ^ 
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12 
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10 

1 1 

12 


N.N.E.off  N.  by  V/.  Moderate  and  Cloudy. 
w  U-^T  E.N.E. 


2  3 


3  4 

up  I 

!  4 


UP 


( 


W.  by  N 
NWbyW; 


W.N.W. 

N.N.W. 

N.N.E. 
NE.by  N. 
N.byE 

N.  E. 


N.N.E. 
N.  by  E. 
N-  by  W 


S.  byE.off 
South 
NE.by  E 


l  )  off 


E.  by  S. 


E.S.E. 


Made  Sail. 

War--w.  and  7  Sail  in  Company* 


Made  the  Montagus  Signal  t«* 
Ch^ce  N.N.W. 


S.S.W. 
N.  by  W. 


jLittle  Wind. 


Found  the  Strap  of  the  Main- 
Jeer-Bloek  gone. 

Ditto  got  a  new  One  up. 


Brought  too. 

Made  Sail 

Moderate  fair :  Warwick  an4 
7  Sail  in  Company. 


S4TUR- 
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1 1 
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upi 

2! 

2 1 

2 

up 

I 

1 

3 

3 

4 
4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 
4 
4 
4 
6 


4 

4 

4 


E.N.E.off 


S.offSW. 


4  NWbyW 
4 


WbWAW 

NWbyW 


N.N.E. 

SE.  by  S, 
S.E. 

S.E.byE. 


Weft 


S.  by  W- 


Brought  too  ;  moder.  and  fair. 
Half  paft  Warwick  made 
a  Signal  for  feeing  a  Sail  to 
theS.W.  Ditto  gave Chace. 

Could  not  fee  any  Sail  j 
brought  too.  War-wick  and 
7  Sail  in  Company.  Made 
a  Signal  fora  Lieutenant  of 
the  Warwick . 


Moderate,  Cloudy,  Rain. 


Ditto  Fair, 


Saw  a  Sail  to  Wd.  Dit.  made  a 
Sig.  to  the  Warw.  and  gave 
Chace.  Set  F.t.maftStud.  fail. 
Mod.  cloudy.  Warkv.Sc’j  Sail  ill 
Company ;  we  in  Chace. 


The  END. 
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Page  4,  Line  3.  for  main-top.  maft,  read  main-top-majl-head. 
\}  5;  L  2*-lOT  crufer>  r*  P.  6.  1.  5.  for  Man  tat  u,  r. 

fXT'p  67I;1  ;/7f  °r^  P*  3*-L  ».  after  V, 

>  .  7-  •  25-  ^0r  r*  on.  P.  70.  1.  33.  inflead  of  the 

place  a  ««,,*».  P.  76.  1.  for  mZLclew-garntt,  r. 

Si  r r  8S-  '•  27-  dele  *•>  firft  ™L«,  and 

r  s59'-  ’• 3- for  thc  wi  "• r-  *•  *• 
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